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SALTMARSH
ORgANIC CONCEPT STORE

OPEN: Tue - Sat 10-4pm daily  /  07729 269977
Saltmarsh, The Square, Stow on the Wold, gL54 1AF

Luna frames from South Africa

Wonkiwear

Beauty range from Sweden

Pottery from Cornwall

Hand-knitted jumpers from Berlin

Cashmere babywear from Italy

Helen Minns cards and cushions

We would love to welcome you to the quiet but sunny side of The Square, Stow.
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FROM THE EDITOR...

Welcome...

to the first edition of the year. We hope you’ll enjoy

the visual ‘wash and brush-up’ and will look forward

to your comments on what does and doesn’t work

for you! As always, each edition is part of the overall

‘Work In Progress’, and we are looking forward to

an exciting year with more local issues, local history,

business, sports and club news.  

The articles this month illustrate a wonderfully eclectic mix of

life across our local area, from a working farm celebrating local

food with the BBC, growing your own soup, the continuing

success of the Villager buses following the tracks of a steam-

powered  transport  revolution  in  the  1900’s,  and  the

background worries of a community besieged by planning

applications. Vibrant and active, in the shortest month of the

year when we are still waiting for spring, we have stunning

venues to celebrate in the Cotswold Tourism Awards and a

truly diverse range of things to do and to see, places to go,

and music to enjoy. Lots to enjoy in fact, and lots to make us

feel proud! 

Best wishes for a happy and successful 2014, 

Jenni Turner

Editor (and chief bloggins!)

Contact Stow Times on:

07789 175 002
editor@stowtimes.co.uk
www.stowtimes.co.uk
P O Box 6, Sheep Street,

Stow on the Wold, gL54 1WD

Our next edition is for March 2014
The copydate is 15th February 2014

Cover photograph:
Two of the first lambs - curious and quite adorable! Photo from
Gary Gleghorn(GG©ST01.14.) 

Other contributors this month:
Jan Marley, Nicholas John, Derek Taylor, Linda Burke 

Our design team this month was Eagle Design Ltd.

0800 170 7955 / www.eagledesign.net

FEATURES

10         Old Farm, Dorn hosts Nigel & Adam’s Farm Kitchen.By Carole Foster

12         The Surprised Heart. A Short Story by Pauline Nicholls

15         This February…Counselling broken relationships. By Carole Foster 

16         Birds in the snow. Mike Boyes photographed some unexpected bird behaviour

during last year’s snow.

19         Cotswold Tourism Awards 2014 – our local stars  

22         The Villager buses.By Paul Jackson

23         The Food & Farm Awards 2014

30         Sir Michael Neubert (3rd September 1933 – 3rd January 2014) 

             A brief review of a notable life, by Caroline Fisher

39         Ahead of The Rocket – local rail history. By Nigel Moor

             

REGULARS

13         Book Reviews from Borzoi Books

18,20    Business items; Robb Eden on Employers Tax

25         Healthwatch wants your feedback on the NHS; Read Easy asks ‘Can you read this’? 

26         gCC’s Proposed Budget Plans, by County Councillor Nigel Moor

27         Dates for Local Authority meetings, Blood Donor sessions and Local Police Review

28         Reports from Stow Town Council (December & January meetings)

29         CDC- Bovis Appeal deferred; Planning Policy; Cotswolds CAB

31         Correspondence; In the Editor’s Opinion

32-36, 38, 40 LOCAL EVENTS

              - cinemas, courses, concerts, galleries, markets, museums and walks. 

37         Local Church services

42-45   News from some of our Local Schools

53-56   News from local Sports Clubs

57         Village Hall listings

58         Report from the Stow Cotswold Festival AgM from Maggie Deacon

59         Reports from North Cotswold & Kingham & Wychwood Rotaries

60         News from some of our local clubs

61         Clubs, Societies, Associations & Charities listing (always a Work In Progress!)

63         Local Business Directory

A list of  the areas where one of the four community magazines is delivered: - 

• TO Letterboxes in Stow on the Wold, Moreton in Marsh, Bourton on the Water &

Chipping Norton, Broadwell, Adlestrop, Oddington, Bledington, Icomb, Church Westcote,

Nether Westcote, Wyck Rissington, Lower & Little Rissington, great Rissington

(part),Maugersbury, Nether Swell, Lower Swell & Upper Swell, Lower Slaughter, Naunton,

Notgrove, Sherborne (part), Clapton on the Hill, Donnington, Condicote, Longborough,

Bourton on the Hill, Temple guiting, guiting Power, Batsford (part), Blockley, Todenham,

Aston Magna, Draycott (part) and Over Norton 

• TO Centres in Bourton on the Water, Chipping Norton, Moreton in Marsh, Stow on the Wold,

Chipping Campden, Paxford, Shipston on Stour, great Wolford & Little Wolford, Little & Long

Compton, Whichford, Heythrop, Chadlington, the Wychwoods, Northleach, Burford,

Kingham, Churchill and Salford. 

Extra copies of Stow Times are generally available in Stow-i, the new Visitor

Information Centre, in St Edwards Hall and Stow Library. Copies are also carried on

The Villager Bus.  

Material published in this magazine is copyright; the Editor may give permission for copy to be reproduced for some

purposes.  The opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor or any member of the

team. The magazines are produced and delivered almost entirely by volunteers. Whilst every effort is made to

ensure the accuracy of information printed in the magazine, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the

consequences of any errors that may occur. 

INSIDE THIS EDITION...
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Pioneers a unique, private GP service in the North
Cotswolds

In December 2013, Concierge Medical Practice launched a bespoke, private

gP service in the North Cotswolds. The new service, offered by doctors Karl

Braine and Simon gillson, is unique. It reflects how more and more UK patients

are turning to private gPs, both because of pressures on the NHS and for

convenience. 

The majority of existing private gP

services don’t deal with urgent

medical problems, aren’t available at

night and won’t undertake home

visits. Additionally, patients typically

pay for each individual consultation

and medication or document

provided, hence costs can escalate

rapidly. Concierge medicine is

different. It’s a personalised relationship between doctor and patient that

ensures enhanced care, in any specified field of medicine, for a monthly or

annual fee.

Providing peace of mind
Concierge Medical Practice is for people who are seeking the reassurance and

security of access to a familiar, experienced, locally-based gP at nights,

weekends and bank holidays. Clients are visited in the comfort of their own

home whenever necessary, which can be during daytime hours if required.

Current clients include commuters who have difficulty accessing daytime gPs,

families who want direct access to skilled gPs when their children become

unwell and individuals with chronic illnesses that flare-up regularly and who

have expressed a desire for a better solution than the existing health service

currently provides. There are a number of membership packages to suit

individuals and families alike, whatever their reason for joining.

Concierge Medical Practice’s independence and flexibility also enables them to

offer bespoke, corporate medical solutions to North Cotswolds businesses. In

addition, when the need arises, they can provide discreet, efficient medical

attention to holidaymakers staying in local hotels or cottages. 

Experienced doctors
Drs Karl Braine and Simon gillson have widely different backgrounds but share

a wealth of experience in the field of urgent general Practice. The duo have

worked in the Out of Hours visiting service since 2004 and have made over

20,000 home visits in that time. Both are included on the gloucestershire gP

Performers list and undertake appraisal and revalidation as required by law. As

well as being experienced physicians, the doctors have a variety of interests

ranging from historic rallying to garden design, expedition and high altitude

medicine and National Hunt racing.

Announcing the launch, Dr Karl Braine said “This is a new concept in the UK,

though it’s well established elsewhere. We aim to recreate a traditional gP

visiting service, whilst maintaining the highest standards of modern patient

care. As Concierge physicians, we choose to care for significantly fewer

patients than traditional gPs, enabling us to maintain the quality of service

provided. Our clients are entitled to direct telephone access to our doctors,

who know them well, and as many home visits and medications as are

needed, all for the outlay of the monthly fee. There are no hidden costs. We’re

looking forward to bringing the benefits of Concierge medicine to the North

Cotswolds. Please call us in confidence or visit www.conciergemedical.co.uk

for more information.”

concierge
Medical Practice
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Food production and the values

and protection that go into it,

have never been higher on the

nation’s agenda, which is why the

BBC commissioned a series

looking at how our most popular

food is (or should be) produced,

from the farm to the fork.  Nigel

and Adam's Farm Kitchen

brought TV cook, Nigel Slater and

farmer Adam Henson together to

sow, grow and cook and their

shows ran up to Christmas with

huge audiences. But it wasn't

really Nigel and Adam's Farm or

kitchen -  it belongs to a real

farming family living and working

just outside Moreton in Marsh,

who opened up their home and

ways of life to film crews for nine

months - and discovered more

about their farm and themselves

than they'd ever expected,  as

Carole Foster reports.

Old Farm, Dorn
The unspoilt, unexploited feel attracted them

... things don’t stop on a farm, the sheep are in lamb and 

there will be piglets and calves coming soon

Article by Carole Foster

As their small shop grew the scale of orders

expanded, and soon the Rightons found that

their production of beef, lamb and pork from their

own animals was getting too big for their little

cutting and packing room.

Sarah and Simon Righton and their children get together for a family supper at the end of a busy day, joined by Adam and Nigel

sitting either side of Sarah

Adam and Nigel in deep discussion about growing

wheat on the farm  

Nigel and Adam with one of the Old Spot piglets enjoying a cuddle

FEATURE
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Just off the busy A429 near Moreton in Marsh a small lane leads out of the 21st

century into the 19th. As you turn into the yard of the Old Farm at Dorn, red brick

stables and sheds gather around cobblestones attached to an even older stone

house. This is where three generations of the Righton family have farmed through

war, recession, foul weather and foot and mouth.  It was the dark cloud of foot and

mouth in 2001 which brought a silver lining to the farm, spurring the determination

of Sarah and Simon Righton to keep their values and traditions alive.

"We had been breeding pigs as a trial for a company “said Sarah, "but foot and

mouth meant the animals couldn't be moved,  so we decided to buy them and

breed from them ourselves. Initially we had the meat cut and packed for us, but

eventually it became so popular that we decided to do it ourselves, and in 2004 our

farm shop was born." 

Ten years on the small shop in a brick storehouse in the farmhouse yard has grown

into….. no, not a great big, big shop selling gifts and goods from all over the

country. "No!" laughed Sarah, "we've just moved into a bigger shed! We've done

this bit by bit, growing slowly. We wanted to keep it in balance with our lives and the

rest of the farm."  

It was that unspoilt, unexploited feel that attracted BBC producers. "Initially 

Countryfile were interested in doing something about sausage production, and they

found out that we were producing our own sausages almost literally at the kitchen

table."

As their small shop grew the scale of orders expanded, and soon the Rightons

found that their production of beef, lamb and pork from their own animals was

getting too big for their little cutting and packing room. So in 2009 they decided to

expand - just a little. But as Sarah worked on the business plan for the new build

she found a lump on her breast. "I thought it was nothing really, I'd just get it

checked out,  so I popped to the doctors on my own and she told me it looked like

cancer. I walked back to the car at Budgens feeling like I'd been kicked in the

stomach." A year of chemotherapy and radiotherapy, hair loss and surgery followed.

But the business plan went on with Sarah and Simon determined to stay positive, if

nothing else for the sake of their two children. "It really does put it all into perspective

- it's definitely life before cancer and life after, they're very different." 

Just before Christmas 2012 the BBC got in touch, saying they were thinking about

using the farm for a series about how to grow and cook food.  "We thought it was

interesting but we didn't hear anything back and then suddenly in March they said

they wanted to film us."

Last spring the first of the film crews and producers arrived. "It was really odd at

first, but eventually we stopped noticing they were even here, they were so nice and

friendly and even Nigel and Adam,  'the stars’, were really down to earth." 

With four one hour programmes planned, the BBC took over and, although the farm

ran as normal, other more unusual things started taking place. "They tried growing

rice in a biosphere but that didn't really work;  but what they did do was build a

vegetable garden where we had an old greenhouse and the kids’ trampoline." It

was one area Sarah had really thought of as her own. "They used to come and film,

and Nigel and Adam would say “Now here in our vegetable plot …” but I would be

behind the camera saying “No, its my vegetable plot!"

There were some undeliverable requests.”  We need a glut of tomatoes in two

weeks’ time” one of the producers said, “Do you think you can manage that for

us?”! But we did work with them as much as possible when they said “Don't pick

the peas, we're going to film that”, and “Will you get any chicks do you think?” On

cue, the one and only batch of chicks hatched just when the crews were here.”  The

animals certainly got a look in with Bonnie the sheepdog almost stealing the whole

series as she was bathed in a tin tub and ran with the children in the fields.

"It was so exciting to be part of it" says Sarah, "and we learned about planting

things we wouldn't have thought of, including bread wheat. Adam planted it with us,

it was ground in a mill at Tetbury and we now sell the flour in our shop! It's

something we will do for the shop again this year ."

The new shop in the bigger shed was taken over by the BBC, who turned it into

Nigel's kitchen. "That was a lot of fun" says Sarah, "each programme ends in a

feast but it was a bit odd. A bus load of people would be brought in from places like

London, and we sat them down and fed them.  They'd just been stopped in the

street by BBC researchers asking if they wanted to take part. It was bizarre."  But

for the final programme, Harvest brought local families and farmers to the Old Farm.

"That was lovely, it was a real celebration." 

So, after almost a year with a film crew under their feet, would they do it again?

"Definitely, we learned so much. We started looking at the farm and the landscape

in a different way.  I keep thinking  ‘Oh, that would make a nice shot.’ " It seems that

once the door was opened, others followed.  The BBC's 'Father Brown' murder

mystery series also used the farmhouse this summer to recreate a 1950’s

farmhouse setting. "It was a bit disconcerting really," says Sarah, "they only had to

change the curtains and put different doors on the kitchen cupboards, and that was

it - it was back in the 50s! So much for us keeping up to date!"  

The behind the scenes glamour of the drama series outstripped Nigel and Adams

Farm Kitchen series. "They arrived with Winnebagos, make up, costume, catering,

the works, but it was fabulous to be part of it."

So as the glamour is replaced by the mud of spring you might think things have

quietened down at the Old Farm. Not a bit of it - the new shop is open along with

Sarah's new venture, " A coffee shop! It seems to make sense. People love to come

and wander - they can see the animals, buy the lovely pork and lamb and our own

beef, and sit and enjoy." 

Things don't stop on a farm, especially when the husband and wife at the helm are

so in touch with life itself. 

"The sheep are in lamb and there will be piglets and calves coming too. We can't

wait."

Old Farm, Dorn: Nr. Moreton-in-Marsh, gL56 9NS   

01608 650394

Shop opening times Weds, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 9.30-5pm 

Coffee shop opens at the end of February. 

Carole Foster©4XTimes.2014

At the end of another busy day, supper in the fresh air on Old Farm, Dorn

It’s time to eat again – out of Bonnie’s reach!

Adam and Nigel in the farm kitchen. Nigel is making bread with the wheat grown on the farm

for the first time last year.
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Jim Barnes sat up in bed, stretched

and glanced at the clock. 7:30 a.m.

The day yawned in front of him. A

glance out of the partly opened

curtains showed him the blank

greyness of another cold wintry

morning. He sighed, wondering

what to do with himself. Oh, don’t

be so pathetic, he chided himself.

get up and you’ll feel better.

He was a seventy-nine year old who had lived alone

for four years since his wife had died after a fall, only

a month before their golden Wedding anniversary. He

had two daughters, both married with adult or almost

grown-up families. They both lived within thirty miles

so he saw them most week-pends although they

were both busy with careers. He looked after himself;

washing, cooking, cleaning, although there was not

much housework to be done. The place stayed tidy

now he was on his own. He was fit, tall and lean and

he had hobbies; woodwork, gardening, golf, and a

couple of close friends as well as a wider circle of

former colleagues, regular golf and bridge partners

and good neighbours.

As he showered and shaved he maintained his inner

dialogue. Why do I feel so far down he wondered? He

told himself it was the after effects of a heavy cold he

had had after Christmas. It was not surprising, he

decided. He had been cooped up in the house for

about three weeks, firstly with a heavy cold and then,

for the last ten days or so because of deep snow and

ice. At least that’s gone and February is half over he

consoled himself. The bulbs are showing and I’ll soon

be able to get out on the allotment. So what to do

today, he asked himself. He had recently finished

making a dolls’ house for a friend’s grandchild and he

felt disinclined to begin another project yet. Anyway,

it’s too cold out in that shed he decided.

Mentally shrugging he dressed and went down to the

kitchen to make his usual porridge. The car needs a

run, he reminded himself. He glanced into the garden

through the window. The mist had lifted and a weak

sun shone. His spirits lifted. I know, I’ll have a run out

into the Cotswolds and treat myself to lunch.

His first stop after an hour’s drive, was Broadway,

where he parked and strolled along the village street.

He bought himself thick socks at the outdoor leisure

shop and in a charity shop he found a framed picture

of a Cornish harbour which reminded him of family

holidays taken in the area. After a quick coffee he

drove on, noticing the first hazel catkins and several

clumps of snowdrops.

I won’t go too far afield today, he decided. I’ll go as

far as Stow-on-the-Wold, have some lunch, then

drive down to the Tewkesbury Road to see the lovely

views, and cut back through

Evesham.

In Stow he looked round the

church, went into one or two

shops in the Square then

walked down Digbeth Street.

In the kitchenware shop he

purchased a much needed

new paring knife, and then

could not resist buying two

fruit tarts from the

delicatessen to eat at home

later.

He remembered a café where

he and his wife had eaten,

and entering he hoped they

still served home-cooked

meals. As it was still

reasonably early he took a

table in the window and

ordered some leek and

potato soup. As he ate the

room quickly filled. Mostly visitors, he surmised. The

waitress returned with his order of Lasagne and

asked if he would mind sharing his table, as the café

was now full. He assented, glancing up with a

welcoming smile to the newcomer, a smartly dressed

woman who eased herself into a chair with a sigh of

relief and a murmur of thanks.

As they ate they began to chat. He explained about

his day and the woman told him that she lived fairly

locally at Shipston-on-Stour, and that she too had

fancied a change. She had come to do some food

shopping at the Supermarket and had visited Scotts,

where she had bought some items for her home. She

too had decided to lunch out although she had to be

back to pick up a grandchild from school. How old

was she, he wondered - anything from fifty-five to a

well preserved seventyish. She was still slim and

rather attractive with short curly white hair, a fresh

complexion and a pretty smile.

As the meal progressed they exchanged more details

about themselves. She too was widowed - her

policeman husband had been killed in his early

thirties, leaving her with two small children. Her son

was working abroad, she explained, but her daughter

lived near-by and had a part-time job - and that was

why Jane Andrews, as he now knew she was called,

met her grandson from school twice a week and

gave him his tea. She added that she worked until

retirement at a firm of solicitors in Stratford-upon-

Avon.

Having mentioned Stratford the conversation naturally

flowed to their mutual love of theatre. Almost without

thinking Jim invited her to a forthcoming production

at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre and Jane was

happy to accept. My goodness, he thought,

shocked. I’ve invited a complete stranger out on a

date. He briefly wondered what his wife would have

thought but he knew that she would be pleased for

him. It had seemed natural, so surprisingly

comfortable. The pair went on chatting until, after

coffee, she looked at her watch and excused herself

because of her commitment. They exchanged

telephone numbers and Jim promised to ring when

he had booked tickets for one of the dates that they

had agreed. They arranged to meet in the theatre

restaurant for an early pre-performance dinner.

Jim left the café and outside there was a bright

afternoon sunshine and a brilliant blue sky. He drove

home humming.

Pauline Nicholls © ST01/02.14
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AD PAgES

Qualified gardener • Specialist Pruning

Telephone: 01386 700903 • E-mail: nickplantsperson@btinternet.com

New Patients Welcome, Friendly Atmosphere,

Affordable Dentistry with Dental Plans Available 

Ground Floor Surgery Available 

FREE Children’s Check Up for Registered Parents

Whitening.

Brewery Yard
Dental Practice

6 Brewery Yard, Sheep Street, Stow-on-the-Wold,

Gloucestershire, GL54 1AA

P: 01451 830885

info@breweryyarddentalsurgery.co.uk

www.breweryyarddentalsurgery.co.uk

Predictably Good Teeth
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Cherry Velvet
PrEss aNd markETiNG suPPorT for small busiNEssEs

Got a great business going?

Time to shout about it

Get noticed in press,

radio and television. 

No response, no fee!

Experienced journalists,

branding and social media 

advice are on hand to help you

get your message out.

cherryvelvet@mail.com 

077796 15791

A small and friendly
salon in Moreton in
Marsh Town Centre

Tel: 01608 652299
17 Old Market Way, Moreton in Marsh, GL56 0AJ

www.hairforyou-moreton.co.uk

For the whole of Feb we are offering A moroccon
oil conditioning treatment for £4 usually £10

Over 60s discounts on Tuesdays and
Wednesday's only

Gents cut's from £8...appointment not necessary.
For more information please go to

www.hairforyou-moreton.co.uk

VALENTINES
OFFER
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A Cotswold counselling service is linking with local solicitors to help people deal

with relationship break ups after an online media survey discovered that the

highest peak in break ups comes just after Valentines Day. 

Mary Hutchings runs Cense Counselling: " It's long been known that family

celebrations and events can be the cause of many couples ending their

relationship, and Christmas can be the last straw. But in actual fact the worst time

of the year for separations seems to be just after Valentines Day, when the

pressure and expectation placed on people to love and be in love can be too

much to deal with. " 

Over several years Facebook, with more than a billion users across the globe,

monitored the relationship changes posted on peoples’ web pages.  According to

their data there is a rise in separations in the second week of December, but

substantially the biggest peak for breakups is at the end of February.  So it seems

that shortly after the shops fill with hearts and flowers the solicitors’ offices fill with

the angry, the disbelieving and the broken hearted. While many of them will take

legal advice to untangle assets and finances, very few will actually seek

counselling, other than talking things through with a friend. "We can't

underestimate the value of having a friend to talk to, but not everyone does - and

not all friends are independent, even if they try," explains Mary.  "When you're

going through such a shattering loss it's really vital to understand the implications

of a breakup, whether you instigated it or it came as a bolt out of the blue. Being

able to talk about your hurts, your concerns and fears is a start to knowing and

helping yourself. What you are feeling is normal but extremely difficult, and often a

relationship breakup is just the tip of the iceberg. When you look down, deeper

into issues that have been ignored, you can often find a way of understanding and

preventing a cycle of loss." 

Having counselled many couples and individuals through aspects of trauma

including bereavement, separation, anxiety, abuse, self-harm, neglect, stress, work

and home related issues, Mary believes that if there is pain in your life it is better to

listen and work with it, in order to find a way forward with guidance and support.

"We never force people to open doors they have shut inside themselves until they

are ready to do so, with the support they need -  but it is a very powerful part of

the work of counselling - people who have been trapped in places where they

could see no way out start to grow into believing that they can move, and do. The

journey isn’t always easy, yet neither is staying in a painful place or relationship. I

want people to realise there is a way out of pain.  As Winston Churchill said… If

you're going through hell, keep going! "

Shockingly many people still feel that seeing a counsellor is like admitting failure.

You're supposed to deal with it, get over it, move on! Mary has seen that many

people who have 'sorted themselves out ' have actually dealt with the situation by

unconsciously putting barriers up around themselves, either through enforced

loneliness and a lack of trust, or by trying to control or dominate situations in order

to manage them.  "When someone tells you to deal with it or get over it, it is a bit

like saying 'Why can’t you climb Everest in your socks? and don't be silly, you

won't need that oxygen stuff'.  You wouldn't tackle any other large decision or

challenge in your life without help, and that's when places like Cense Counselling

come in. When you need advice and independent, unconditional support, that is

what a trained counsellor will give you." 

If you have a sense that something in your life or relationship is not quite on track,

you are more than likely right. Taking notice of it and dealing with it sooner rather

than later will give you the best chance to heal it before it hurts you  - and it

deserve the very best chance!  So this February forewarned is forearmed - if you

are struggling to make sense of what has happened to you, don't  try to do it

alone. There is a hand in the darkness that counsellors like Mary can hold out to

you. give yourself a real Valentines Day present and begin to move out of your

darkness - there is still sunshine out there. 

You can contact Mary Hutchings at Cense Counselling on Sent using the free

mail.com iPad App

This
february...
f o r e wa r n e d  i S  f o r e a r m e d
Article by Carole Foster

Aim to Swim
Amy Williams, Swimming Teacher
Small private group lessons for children aged 3 years and above

aims333@hotmail.co.uk  |  07793 274941

Swimming School

COMMUNITY PAgES
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BIrdS In ThE SnOW
As I write this in early January a strong
wind is driving heavy rain against my
window – and it's been like this for seven
hours. This time last year we had snow on
the ground nearly a foot deep for more
than a week. We put a feeder tray on top
of the snow in our garden and watched,
fascinated as many birds quickly
discovered this potential lifesaver. It soon
became clear that, with other sources of
food unavailable, resident birds were
prepared to fight hard to defend their
territory from the many migrant visitors
present in large numbers in the area.

Most blackbirds we see from day to day
will be resident birds that don't stray far

from their home range. Blackbirds from
northern Europe and Scandinavia fly
south-west for the winter, often appearing
in the UK in the autumn for our less severe
winters, and some will stay in Britain until
April. Blackbirds will sometimes fight to
the death to chase away intruders and
defend their territory. Competition is fiercer
when snow covers the ground, and over a
period of days I watched numerous aerial
battles and ground attacks between
blackbirds, and sometimes between
blackbirds and juvenile fieldfares, or
starlings and blackbirds. Fights tended to
follow a pattern, with warning gestures
such as splayed wings and tail feathers
spread as wide as possible to deter

attack. Often two birds would fly directly at
each other with feet outstretched in an
effort to force the opponent onto the
ground, and as you will see from the
sequence of pictures, once an attacking
bird succeeded in forcing its opponent
onto the ground it would press home its
attack with vicious determination until the
opponent submitted and fled.

Fights tended to follow a
pattern, with warning gestures
such as splayed wings and tail
feathers spread as wide as
possible to deter attack. 

Wildfowl confined to unfrozen water, Bourton Lakes.
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Most fieldfares and redwings that spend
winter in southern Britain are from
Scandinavia, Finland and northwest Russia,
with the first visitors here by late August and
the big arrivals occurring around the end of
September. They can be seen in flocks over
fields and do not generally come into gardens
until the ground is frozen. Last year when the
snow came they took a liking to a
cotoneaster tree close to our house, enabling
me to get many pictures from the comfort of

an upstairs window. However, the price of this
privileged view was an ice-cold bedroom!

As the Bourton lakes began to freeze and
snow created a fairytale picture in the
surrounding countryside, wildfowl were forced
into an ever smaller area of unfrozen water.
This provides birdwatchers with an exciting
spectacle but it can be frustrating for
photographers as the birds are often at
maximum distance from the shore. Other birds

on shore include tits and robins, and in contrast
you can sometimes get fairly close to them as
they search for food. So, if we get more snow
this winter, take some time to observe the
behaviour of birds in the snow on your doorstep
- it can be a very rewarding pastime.

Article and photographs by Mike Boyes. ©
You can see more of Mike’s stunning photographs of nature on
http://mikeboyesphotography.zenfolio.com

Fieldfares took a liking to a
cotoneaster tree close to our
house, enabling me to get my
pictures from the comfort of
an upstairs window.

Blackbirds attempting to frighten off a rival with threatening displays Female blackbird pressing home an attack on an intruder.

Starling fighting off a female blackbird

Fieldfare on snow-covered cotoneaster tree

Blackbirds in aerial combat

FEATURE PAgES
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The January rush is finally over & accountants can now look forward to the payroll & tax
year-end which will soon be with us.  Since the introduction of Real Time Information (RTI)
last April HMRC have not been penalising employers for filing late but this is soon to end.
With RTI the submission to HMRC must be made before the payment date to employees &
many employers have failed to do this.  It’s only a matter of time before a few employers get
a nasty shock as many do not understand the relevance of RTI, particularly in relation to the
information that’s sent & how this data is interpreted.  Personally, I believe that the
introduction of RTI will give cause for concern for many, mainly directors who pay
themselves a minimum amount through the payroll.  I’m sure that once RTI has settled
HMRC will be looking to use the data to identify those who are either paying themselves
too little, thereby reducing the amount of tax & national insurance they have to pay, or
those employers who are failing to add all employees, even casual labour, to their books.

Once again the retail economic data from the Christmas period was a mixed bag with poor
results from a number of large retailers who, in the past, have posted increased sales.  These
results indicate that not only is the consumer becoming choosier where he or she shops but
the impact of online shopping is taking its toll.  There’s no doubt that some retailers will
have to up their game if they wish to survive.  I feel sorry for the retailers who have to pay
business rates and increasing rents at a time when profit margins are decreasing.
Something has to be done otherwise our High Streets will disappear & consumer choice will
disappear with it.

If you’re planning to join the ever increasing numbers in the service sector or are looking to
start another type of business, either self-employed or as a limited company, then now is a
good time to start thinking about setting things up.  If you start your business at the
beginning of April your business year will run alongside the tax year making life a little bit
easier as all your year-end & tax paperwork can be prepared together.  It’s important to
remember that by getting your paperwork in order from the start you will make the running
of your business so much easier. You should also talk to your bank’s business manager or
contact one of the many business groups who offer advice.  All will be in a position to give
you help or put you in touch with people who can give you the information you require.
You should also make an appointment to see an accountant, or a solicitor if needed, at the
earliest opportunity.  

Robb Eden is based in Moreton-in-Marsh.  He can be contacted via e-
mail at robbeden@aol.com or by telephone 01608 651802.

Starting A
New

Business? 

Contact

Robb Eden
for:

Accounts Preparation & Analysis  PAYE &
Book-keeping • Vat Returns Personal Tax •

Sage Training • Business Tax

More than just accounts - a personal service
tailored to your needs. We will work with you to

get the best from your business.

01608 651802
robbeden@aol.com
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MONKEY MUSIC - CHELTENHAM & GLOUCESTER
E: cheltenham.gloucester@monkeymusic.co.uk
T: 07768 457403

Bourton Baptist Church - Tuesday afternoon

�

Do you have a son or
daughter 

living and working
overseas?

Have they decided to
emigrate?

If you would like to meet socially with
other local families in a similar

position, please email:
distantfamilies@gmail.com

Volunteering on The Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway
It is not just about becoming an engine driver!

Have you ever thought of using your spare time to  become a
volunteer? Consider the heritage railway at Toddington, for
example.  The Railway is run almost entirely by volunteers and
the opportunities available are extremely varied. 

If you like meeting and dealing with people we have two shops
which need staff, as well as volunteers to run the catering facilities we provide for visitors on
our trains and at Winchcombe Station. 

If it’s engineering skills that you would like to put to good use, we are the place you are
looking for!  We need people who are good at working with their hands as we have many
different roles which may suit you. If you like working outside in all weathers, then the Railway
is definitely the place for you!

While knowledge of a job is helpful we do provide training where necessary. The key thing we
look for in our volunteers is enthusiasm and commitment, which is demonstrated by their
willingness to join us as members. Want to know more? Come along to one of our New
Volunteer Days - we can talk to you about what we have to offer and show you around the
key sites of our Railway.
Please contact us via www.gwsr.com or 01242 621405 and ask for a Volunteer application.

Another great year for the Villager
Article by Paul Jackson

The management committee recently hosted an excellent lunch at The Mill
House Kingham to say Thank You to the 27 volunteer drivers who do such
an excellent job carrying nearly 7,000 passengers a year on 13 routes
throughout the North Cotswolds and West Oxfordshire. Some 41,600
scheduled miles were completed in 2013 with the 5 bus fleet covering  a
range of routes and time schedules. 

A new route to Witney via Bradwell and Carterton from Oddington, Kingham and Churchill was
started during the year and others are in the pipeline - which as ever means more and more
volunteer drivers are needed. 

Call Keith Gowing on 01608 658579 to arrange a test drive, without any obligation, just to see if
you would enjoy driving one of these community buses. The requirement is for a morning or
afternoon once a fortnight. Drivers operate in pairs on the same route, meaning that slots can
be changed around very easily, providing maximum flexibility.  

For people living in the villages around our market towns the Villager buses are often a lifeline to
the outside world. Retiring drivers often say it was one of the most rewarding things they have
done in their lives, as passengers greatly appreciate this friendly and reliable service.

Private hirings are an increasing part of the business, which is a registered charity supported by
local Councils - who are themselves are under constant pressure to support rural bus services. 

The operation runs an annual surplus of approximately £15,000 which enables a new bus (now
with low level passenger access) to be bought every 3 or 4 years. Additional support from local
charitable trusts is always much appreciated.

The Villager was set up in 1983 to help reduce rural isolation and is still needed to do so today,
so if you have  4 hours spare once a fortnight  contact 01608 658579 kcgowing@talk21.com or
01608 658092
http://www.villagerbus.com/



23

COMMUNITY PAgES

“Usually at this time of year we’d be asking you to send in your nominations
in our annual search for the best of British food and drink; from food
producers to retailers, dinner ladies to street food cooks and farmers to
drinks producers.

This year, to reflect the continued rise in food and drink ideas across the
UK, the growth of businesses and food projects in towns and cities in every
region, we’ve  ambitions to make these awards even bigger.

We want to raise their profile to ensure they reach as big an audience as
possible and to ensure the awards provide the biggest platform yet in order
to celebrate the people, businesses and organisations whose valuable work
often receives little or no recognition.

The first big change is that the Awards will become a spring event - so we’ll
be starting the nominations process later. This means we can stage our
annual ceremony at time when food production in Britain is gearing up, and
a time of year when we provide you with a far more adventurous and
exciting ceremony.

Our venue for the Food & Farming Awards in May 2014 will be Colston Hall
in Bristol. It’s a prestigious theatre in a city that reflects many of the exciting
trends in food and drink, and it will allow us to have the highest level of
public participation ever seen in the history of the awards.

We’re also starting to plan a wide range of public events based around the
BBC Food & Farming Awards that will allow us to celebrate, share and
demonstrate stories of British food and farming.

In the next few months, through the Food Programme, our websites and
other BBC output, we’ll  outline in more detail the plans we’re developing
for the Awards and other events, in May in Bristol, how this year’s
nominations process will run and also explaining how you can get involved.
We think it will be worth the wait.”

SPONSORS NEEDED
We have many sponsorship packages

available to suit all budgets. If you are

interested in sponsoring Food Connections

please contact Sid

Sharmasid@bristolfoodc
onnections.com

BRISTOL FOOD CONNECT
IONS

In May 2014, the city of Bristol will come

together to celebrate its diverse food culture

and community with a unique, citywide food

festival. Visitors of all ages will be taken on a

journey through the city to discover and enjoy

new foods, eateries, discussions and

opportunities.

It’s time to change the way we eat.
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Good Value For Money!!
Call now for further details or to book a load on:

01386 700774 / 07815 795783

Daniel Knight

Seasoned Hardwood

Logs for Sale

£75 per load



25

COMMUNITY PAgES

Your voice counts
Do you have a recent experience, good or bad, of
health or social care services? Then we want to

hear from you!

We will send your experiences to the people who
plan and deliver our services to help make them

better.

Do you need help to find health and social care
information or services?

We can help you to find that information so you can
make informed choices about your health and well

being

Do you wish to make a complaint about NHS
services you have received locally?

We can give you the information you need to make
that complaint or get you help to do so

Call us now on 0800 652 5193
We are here to help you
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ROAD CLOSURES INFORMATION Tel: 01452 425000
The information is continuously updated. Please check by phone or online

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/roadworks

BLOOD DONOR SESSIONS THIS MONTH:
CHIPPING NORTON, Glyme Hall - 05/02/2014
SHIPSTON ON STOUR, Sheldon Bosley Hub -

20/02/2014

Do Something Amazing...
96% of us rely on the other 4% to give blood.

Please don’t leave it to someone else.

For more information/ to book an appointment to
attend a session,  please call 0300 123 23 23 or visit

www.blood.co.uk

C.D.C Committee Meetings
February
Members of the public are encouraged to attend meetings
of the Council and Committees. If you live in the District and
are on the Electoral Register you can take part by asking up
to two questions per meeting. Information about your
Councillors and committee members are on the website
www.cotswold.gov.uk

Tues 4th.  Licensing

Thurs 6th.    CABINET

Weds 12th  Planning

Thurs 20th   Appeals (subject to business)

Tues 25th COUNCIL

Details of Meeting Agendas, Reports and
Minutes can be found on the Council's
Committee Information System. Also available
are details of your Councillor, Committee
Meetings including dates, times and venues and
Membership of the Committees.

Calls will cost 15p irrespective
of how long that call may last,
on landlines and mobiles. 

Call 999 In an emergency, such
as when a crime is in progress,
when there is danger to life or
when violence is being used or
threatened.

STOW TOWN COUNCIL

NEXT MEETING
Thursday 13th February
Please check notice board
Residents are welcome to attend

meetings. Questions* from the public relating
to a proposal in discussion by

Cllrs may be taken prior to Council voting
on that proposal. General questions are taken

at the end of the meeting.
* A max of 3 minutes allowed. 

Town Councillors are available before &
after the meeting. District & County Cllrs,

representatives of Stow Police and local Press
regularly attend.

STOW TOWN COUNCIL
Notes on the Council Meeting for

December & January

Abbreviated notes from the Meeting by
Linda Burke, Assistant Clerk  are published

monthly in Stow Times. 

Full Minutes of meetings, associated
committee meetings and correspondence are
available in the Stow Council Office situated

in George Alley off The Square. There is a
letterbox in the main door.

The Council office is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays 10am-1pm (subject to meetings)

Tel: 01451 832 585
E: info@stowonthewold.net

Gloucestershire Mobile Police stations

At present we do not have an up-to-date timetable for future Mobile Police Station routes

We will publish the new timetables as soon as we have been advised of them.

Cotswold Local Policing Area
Inspector Brian Clifford heads up the Cotswold LPT, which covers Bourton-on-the-Water, Chipping Campden,
Cirencester, Fairford, Lechlade, Moreton-in-Marsh, Stow-on-the-Wold and Tetbury.
Sergeant Rich Smith coordinates the team of Police Constables and Police Community Support Officers for
Bourton, Chipping Campden, Moreton and Stow.

OUR LOCAL POLICING PLEDGE TO YOU 

To supply you with your local community policing team contacts, dates of your next
neighbourhood policing meetings, details of your local priorities and the work being carried
out towards those priorities. Our commitment for Local Policing Team's (LPT) is to spend 80%
of their time visibly working in your neighbourhood, tackling your priorities.

Your nearest police station is Stow Police Station, High Street, Stow On The Wold, GL54 1AB
OPEN Mon-Fri 0830-1630

Bourton on the Water 
Priorities:
1. High Visibility uniform patrols of open public areas and community facilities. Areas highlighted include the

Village Green, Bourton on the Water, the Naight, Conigers, Melville play area, Rye Close play area, Upper
Rissington Village Hall, Andoversford Play area and Village Hall, Northleach Westwood's centre, and sports field.

2. High visibility Speed Checks along the A40, A429 and A436, including schools and areas of concern to the
community.

Chipping Campden  
Priorities: Prevention/detection of Anti-social behaviour at the Recreation Ground, George Lane, Chipping
Campden.
Police Surgeries in February at Town Clerk’s Office, Chipping Campden
Tuesday 4th February, 3-4pm; Tuesday 11th & 14th,  4-5pm; Tuesday 21st, 5-6pm.    

Moreton in Marsh 
Priorities: Tackling anti-social behaviour in Moreton in Marsh
Neighbourhood Watch - Thursday 3rd April at 6pm (venue TBA)
Community Neighbourhood Co-ordination Gp – Thursday 10th April, 7pm (venue TBA) 

Stow on the Wold
Priorities: To reduce anti-social behaviour around the town, particularly in the Square and the area of the Cricket
Club pavilion.
Meetings with local policing team, Highways & Neighbourhood Watch Monday 17th March & Monday 22nd
September 2014 at 7pm At Stow On the Wold Primary School. 
Drop-in surgeries – at Stow Library. 14 Feb 2– 3.30pm. 24 March 2.30-4pm

CONTACT OUR COMMUNITY POLICE   
101 is our 24-hour number for non-emergency crime and anti-social behaviour issues as well as general enquiries.
Calls to 101 will cost 15p per call, irrespective of how long the call lasts and applies to landlines and mobile
phones.

To contact us from outside Gloucestershire, or where 101 is unobtainable, please ring  01452 726920
Email 101@gloucestershire.police.uk 
(Please ensure that your email includes your name & address and postcode & contact telephone number, as this
will assist us in providing the best possible customer service) 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111
Scores of people have been arrested in Gloucestershire thanks to information
received from the public calling the Crimestoppers hotline number 0800 555 111.
Information on suspected burglars, drug dealers and car thieves has been passed to
police in this way. If you have information about ANY crime, phone 0800 555 111.
• Your call is free
• You do not have to give your name
• You may receive a reward

Breaking the bag habit

In UK, approx 133 single-use plastic bags are given

away PER PERSON in 1 year……where do they go?

The bag charge will be introduced in England in

October 2015. That's over a year away but, at our

current rate, we would use more than 9 billion bags

during that time. That's a huge mountain of waste

and litter that could endanger our wildlife and spoil

our beautiful countryside. Source:CPRE

You can help make a difference -  

Stop using single-use bags and use your own re-

usable bags whenever you shop, it's that easy.

PS Richard Smith 
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Sir Michael Neubert
Leading politician of the 80s dies in Stow

TOP Tory politician Sir Michael Neubert, renowned for his satirical

revues, has died aged 80 after battling with illness for 11 years.

Sir Michael, from Stow-on-the-Wold, who was knighted in

Margaret Thatcher’s resignation honours list in December 1990

after seven years in government, revelled in script writing and

directing The Blue Revue, the irreverent political fundraising skits, in

which wife Sally and others performed. These were intended to

raise the spirits and lighten the Tory image; the twice-nightly shows

played to packed houses at Tory party constituency events

countrywide for nearly 20 years.

In government Sir Michael was meticulous, thoughtful, caring and

courteous, with a quick wit and subtle sense of humour.  He went

into politics because he wanted to make a contribution. Although

he rose to Under-Secretary of State for defence procurement at

the MOD in 1989, he was still ‘most chuffed’ with his stage feats.

“He was witty and topical,” said Sally. “Every recess he was shut

away trying to think up a song or a sketch. The Liberals and

Labour copied our shows but they were nowhere nearly as good.”

He was a loyal supporter of the Iron Lady. Sally said “Michael

admired her forthrightness, her vision and the fact that she stood

up to all the males in Parliament – all anti-women and a grocer’s

daughter.” 

Michael Jon Neubert was born in 1933 in Blackheath, the eldest

son of Frederick and Maisie. He was educated at Bromley

grammar School and Downing College, Cambridge, reading

modern and medieval languages. He also studied oboe but had to

give it up when he contracted tuberculosis.

He met his wife-to-be at Bromley Young Conservatives.  After a

brief period in hospital administration and teaching, he worked in

the travel industry as a tour organiser for Wings, travelling

extensively overseas. But politics became an increasing draw. He

launched his career as a local councillor in Bromley, serving from

1960 to 1974. His potential spotted, he became the council’s

leader in 1967 – the youngest in London at 26. He played a major

role in developing one of the country’s largest local authorities and

was elected an Alderman in 1968 and Mayor of Bromley four years

later.

Sir Michael contested the parliamentary seat of Hammersmith

North in 1966, and Romford, Essex, in 1970, before being elected

in 1974 as Conservative MP for Romford. He held the seat until

1997.

In 1983 he was appointed as a government Whip, and later Lord

Commissioner of the Treasury and Vice-Chamberlain of the Royal

Household. Sally said: “Michael was responsible for the daily

handwritten message to the Queen, summing up the issues of the

day in Parliament. He loved working for the Palace and meeting

the royal family – he would have fallen on his sword for the Queen.”

In his defence role, one of his notable achievements was visiting

the gruinard Island to declare it safe after World War 2 anthrax

experiments.

Sir Michael left politics after losing his seat in the 1997 election. He

took on the chairmanship of the Isle of Wight International Oboe

Competition, holding the post with distinction, under director Lady

Barbirolli, until a stroke and Parkinson’s Disease forced his

retirement in 2003. A   talented musician he took up oboe playing

again for a while, but had to give this up too, because of his health.

“Michael was passionate about cricket and a great believer in the

family, and loved spending time with our son Jolyon and

granddaughters Esi and Ama,” added Sally.

Caroline Fisher

Sir Michael with granddaughters (L to R) Esi and Ama in Stow

The Role of Vice-Chamberlain of
the Household

(based on information from Wikipedia)

The Vice-Chamberlain of the Household is usually a senior government
whip in the British House of Commons, ranking third or fourth after the
Chief Whip and the Deputy Chief Whip,  and is an officer of the Royal
Household of the Sovereign of the United Kingdom. He or she is the
Deputy to the Lord Chamberlain of the Household. The Vice-
Chamberlain's main role is to compile a daily private report to the
Sovereign on proceedings in the House of Commons, commensurate
with the advice at private meetings granted within reason by the
Sovereign to the Prime Minister.

As a Parliamentary member of the Royal Household, the Vice-
Chamberlain’s duties since the early 19th century are largely redundant
with two exceptions:

1. The ceremonial duties of accompanying the Sovereign and Royal
Household at the foremost priority diplomatic/social events,
particularly the annual garden party at Buckingham Palace.

2. Continuing a custom from the sentiments of the 1660s, the period of
the English Restoration  when a previous Vice-Chamberlain had
helped to execute Charles I, and to satisfy Royal suspicion, the duty
to stay (officially "be held captive") at Buckingham Palace when the
Sovereign drives in procession to Westminster for the State opening
of Parliament.
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Correspondence
Write to the Editor - By email to: Editor@stowtimes.co.uk    By post to: P O Box 6, Sheep Street, Stow  GL54 1WD

Too mean or simply disinterested?
CHRISTMAS TREES in STOW (28/12/13)

Dear Editor,
I notice that there are two beautiful Christmas trees in
Moreton in Marsh this year whereas none on the green in
Stow. 

Is it that one was delivered to Moreton by mistake, or are the
good people of Stow too mean, or simply disinterested?
I do hope this isn't a future trend. 
Archie Leach 

From the Editor: In previous years the Christmas tree on
Stocks Green was kindly provided by Martin Elliott, and
subsequently decorated and ‘powered’ by Jason Allen and
his team at The Old Stocks Hotel. Somehow those
decisions didn’t get made in November last year, and no-
one else came forward with either a tree or the offer to put
one up and decorate it, etc.. 

‘One’ always hopes that ‘someone (else)’ will come forward
to organise/ volunteer these things…..but ‘no-one’ did! Alas,
nothing will happen until ‘someone’ does make it happen!
Stow Town Council has a small committee responsible for
events in the Square and Stow businesses must by their
nature benefit from things that bring people into the town.
Perhaps, between them, they can find/fund a working party
to make Stow look as if they care – I’m sure they do all care!

In the Editor’s Opinion…
It might seem perverse but I feel fortunate in having credible
excuses to attend meetings and listen in on conversations that go
right across a number of the issues that concern our community.
At the end of last year there was a lot for people to be cross or
grumpy about and some deep concerns about the decisions that
are being made elsewhere about our community’s future. There are
always accusations of Nimby-ism when it comes to local planning
issues but, overall, the concerns that came through last year were
about the whole community and the frightening attitude of the
authorities, from local level to Parliament, which seems to lack any
sense of joined-up thinking and vision. This local community knows
pretty well what the local issues are, many of them unchanged for
decades because planners, and it is mostly planners that people
grouse about, haven’t listened. It is no accident that the North
Cotswolds is a collection of small communities – the average local
wage is in the region of £21,000.…a year, not a week or even a
month. Expensive houses, private retirement homes and luxury
care facilities are not needed for local people. 

We have successfully absorbed several small developments of
houses within the town (although even they took time to sell) and
our County Council was so unconvinced of our need for a
retirement home in Stow that they closed the one we had and
quietly sold our land. After generations of low incomes we
recognise the need to use the outstanding advantages we have to
their very best advantage – our ‘honey-coloured stone buildings’
set in the Cotswolds AONB, which is protected by law against
development and for the benefit of all-comers. These combine to
bring in approx £1.8billion a year, and all the authorities take their
share – HMRC, County and District councils and the local council
precept. It’s not a perfect system but it works. Allowing well-
backed speculators with expensive legal briefs to argue their right
to build on the major asset the Cotswolds has to offer in order to
satisfy their investors and their own pockets is a short cut to
bankruptcy - visually, emotionally and for many local people,
financially. Tourists don’t come from London, Lytham St Annes or
Los Angeles to stay in designer buildings with views across the car
parks to the road system leading out.

This is a unique community in an area of outstanding natural
beauty. If the planners get it wrong, it could become a Cotswold
theme park for the elderly and infirm – with no going back!  
An exciting year? It could certainly be a battle - and the Battle For
Stow will need your support.   Jenni Turner

Putting pen to paper, or finger to the keyboard? 
WRITE TO STOW TIMES:-
Post: The Editor, P O Box 6, 
Sheep Street, Stow GL54 1WD
Email: editor@stowtimes.co.uk

LOCAL POSTIE

Roy Donaldson sent in this
photo on 23/01/2013
“Thought some of your
readers might like to see a
picture of their local postie
doing his job, regardless of
the weather.”

We are fortunate to have
such a good team locally –
and our postmen are possibly
lucky not to need canoes this
year! Ed
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January/February 2014
Full information is available at the Visitor Information Centres (see below)

EXHIBITIONS
To 2March GoH:
A century of fine silver in Campden This exhibition will
celebrate the on-going craft traditions of The Guild of Handicraft and in
particular Hart Silversmiths Trust Project to conserve, catalogue and digitise
the important collection of over 3000 drawings produced by Hart's workshop
over the last century and encourages their use as a major learning resource.
10.00-17.00,Court Barn Museum, Church Street, Chipping Campden.
01386 841951

DIARY
1 - 2 Feb BITE - The Cotswold's Food Festival   - breakfasts, brunches, lunches,

teas & dinners; pop-up restaurants; cocktails & fine wines; masterclasses,
talks & tastings; meet the chef & book signings; food fairs & farmers
markets. Events throughout The Cotswolds and beyond. Newsletter and
booking details www.bitefoodfestival.com  01905 670995

8 Feb Grow Your Own Soup Masterclass Tickets £5.  Please book -
01386 701441. This event is part of Bite 2014 – the Cotswolds Food
Festival. www.thebite.co.uk. Batsford Park (Arboretum), Batsford, GL56
9QB.17.00 - 19.00.     www.batsarb.co.uk/news-events      

8 Feb Tayler & Fletcher Antique, Fine Art & Estate Clearances Auction
including specialist Stamps, Coins & Medals Section.  Viewing Friday 1
- 6pm & from 7.30 – 10am Saturday. Royal British Legion Hall,
Lansdowne, Bourton-on-the-Water. 10am-4pm
www.taylerandfletcher.co.uk 01451 820913

9 - 10 Feb Cotswold Farm Snowdrops in aid of Cobalt Unit Appeal   A
fascinating family friendly Cotswold garden, extensive snowdrop
collection. Dogs welcome on leads.  Plants & Snowdrops for sale.
Homemade teas & soup. £5 per adult, U16's free Cotswold Farm,
Duntisbourne Abbotts, GL7 7JS.  11am -3pm
www.cotswoldfarmgardens.org.uk 01285 821857

20 Feb An Evening with Isabell Duncan one of the first lady MCC
members.  Tickets £15 including buffet. Grace And Tea Coffee Lounge
& Cotswold Cricket Museum, 7 Brewery Yard, Sheep Street, Stow-on-
the-Wold, GL54 1AA.  20.00 - 22.00.
www.cotswoldcricketmuseum.co.uk 01451 870083

21 Feb The Siren Sisters - a blonde, brunette and red head combo crooning
tunes from the 1940s, in the footsteps of the Andrews, Boswell and
Dinning Sisters - retro red lips, silk stockings and harmonies!
Bledington VH Bledington, OX7 6XN. 19.30 - 22.30.  01608 658669

23 - 24 Feb Craft Fair Craft in Action, Free Entry. Redesdale Hall, Moreton in
Marsh. 10.00. www.craftinaction73.co.uk 01684 592709

27 Feb Jazz & Buffet with Barb Jungr – UK’s answer to Edith Piaf performs
the songs of Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen.  Tickets £20 include
buffet.  Advance booking only. Grace Tea and Tea Coffee Lounge &
Cotswold Cricket Museum, 7 Brewery Yard, Sheep Street, Stow-On-
The-Wold GL54 1AA. . 20.00 - 22.00. 01451 870083

28 Feb AIRinG present 'A Night at the Movies'. Fordante five piece ‘mini
orchestra’ perform music from the movies with a mix of easy listening
crossover classical and world music. A concert with spectacular film
projection to complement the mesmerising music. Longborough &
Sezincote Village Hall Longborough,  GL56 0QH. 19.30 - 22.30. 
01451 831097

Tuesdays & Thursdays – Fairytale Farm: A sensory and learning wonderland for
all the family. The Enchanted Walk, Huff & Puff Adventure Playground and Alfie &
Friends Animal Zone will all be open, as will the cafe, shop and indoor play room.
Adults £5, children (3-16) £4.75, family ticket (2+2) £17. Discounts for groups. The
farm is located on the A44 just outside Chipping Norton, OX75QH. 01608 238014.
www.fairytalefarm.co.uk

CHEDWORTH  ROMAN VILLA, Yanworth,GL54 3LJ

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/chedworth 01242 890256  

15-22  HALF TERM ACTIVITIES include Museum, walks and indoor art/crafts
for children every day. Small charge for materials.     New café.      10.30
-4pm

17 Nature and History Tour with site ranger.         2 -3pm.      
20 Conservation tours at 11am and 13.30
21, 22 Coin displays and Talk about the Roman & Victorian coins , economy &

social life of the Roman & Victorian empires. Bring your own coins to be
identified. 

21, 22 Meet the Archaeologist and get hands-on identifying archaeological
finds. 11-15.30

24 Meet the House & Monument Steward with artefacts from our
collection. Two presentations, 12 & 15.00

27 The archaeological discovery of the villa and its history. Evening
lecture with Dr Nick Humphris and Alex Auden. ( Alex Auden is
Chedworth’s Operations Manager; Dr Nick Humphris is a retired
chartered engineer and scientist and volunteer site guide at Chedworth
Roman Villa.)  Corinium Museum, Park Street, Cirencester, GL7 2BX.
Adults £5.65, concessions £5.00, booking recommended. 19.00-20.00.  

Sat 15th February

The Harts, silversmiths of Chipping Campden 

A full day of activities to learn more about the work by Harts Silversmiths Trust,
including a one-on-one at 11.30 with Julian Hart on the techniques of making silver
by hand, demonstrations on paper conservation with Trish Hart, more examples of
their work for the project and children’s activities.

Thurs 20 February

Children's workshop: 11 - 12.30 or 1.30 - 3pm

Be inspired by the drawings and silver on display in the Harts exhibition, design
your own piece to make and take away.
Space is limited so please book -01386 841951 or email admin@courtbarn.org.uk
Cost £2 per child. Suitable for ages 6 - 11

Please note that booking is essential for all events unless otherwise stated. 
01386 841951, or email admin@courtbarn.org.uk or visit the Museum in person.
Court Barn Museum, Church Street, Chipping Campden, GL55 6JE

& 17-24th
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AHEAD OF THE ROCKET:
T H E  S T R A T F O R D  A N D  M O R E T O N  T R A MWAY

by Nigel Moor

Next time you leave your car in Budgen’s car park, pause for a moment, and reflect that you are standing

on the site of what could have been a transport revolution. Three years before the building of Stevenson’s

Rocket the Stratford & Moreton tramway, some sixteen miles in length, was opened in 1826 and the

Moreton terminal was on the site of the Budgen’s store. A horse worked line it was built as an extension to

the Stratford Upon Avon canal. Coal, stone and agricultural products could be transported from the canal

basin to the other towns. Black country coal was moved to the rural districts in the south, limestone and

wheat northwards to the Midlands.

From the canal basin the tramway was carried across the

River Avon by the imposing multi-arch stone bridge that is

now a pedestrian route into the town from the riverside car

park. Nearby is a preserved section of tramway by the Toll

House. Two lines of stone blocks support the rails so that

the horse had a clear path to walk along. On the track is a

restored wagon that was rescued when the track was taken

up. A branch line to Shipston on – Stour was built in 1836.

Who was the brain behind this pioneering form of transport

and who after his death drew from Lord Redesdale the

remark that he had a greater claim to the title of Father of the

railways than … george Stephenson. William James (1771 –

1837) trained as a lawyer, became a land agent and stirred

by the industrial revolution that was underway, concluded

that railways were needed to carry heavy goods long

distances. He came up with the idea of a malleable wrought

iron rail that would not break as did the short, brittle cast iron

plates tried previously. The use of horses to pull the wagons

was a stop – gap measure. James dreamed of using steam

locomotives and his railway would extend beyond to Oxford

and London. Parliament refused permission for his ambitious

plan worried of the risk of fire from the locomotives. James

died in obscurity, having been declared bankrupt and

imprisoned for debt having invested in so many speculative

ventures.

His line survived as a horse – drawn tramway for several

decades until the 1880’s when it was now longer

operational. The rails were taken up in 1918 for armament

manufacture, and the line was finally abandoned in 1926, a

century after the historic opening. The southern section

between Moreton and Shipston was converted into a steam

driven passenger railway in 1859 and taken over by the

great Western in 1868.This survived as a passenger line until

1929 when a bus service was introduced, but was used for

freight trains until the Beeching cuts of the 1960’s.Parts of

the route can still be seen in the landscape towards

Todenham. The beautiful tramway bridge over the River

Avon is William James’ legacy but Moreton too should

remember this pioneer of transportation.

Further Reading : 

Macnair, Miles. ( 2007 ) William James ( 1771 – 1837 ) : the

man who discovered george Stephenson. Oxford : Railway

and Canal Historical Society ISBN 978 –0 –901461-54-4

Norris, John.(1968) “ The Stratford and Moreton Tramway “in

Hadfield, Charles Waterways to Stratford Newton Abbot

David & Charles pp 125 – 159 ISBN 0-7153-4231-2.

Photographs by the author:

The tramway bridge over the River Avon Stratford

Upon Avon

The restored wagon (Top Left) 

Tramway bridge over the River Avon at Stratford upon Avon (Wikipaedia)The Rocket

3 images from The Stratford Society 

View of the original Moreton-in-Marsh to Stratford Tramway terminus buildings which housed offices, workshops, stables and living accommodation. The terminus

was cut off from its original route by the arrival of the OW & WR which used the terminus' yard for its own purposes. The buildings were still standing more than

120 years later when, following the closure of goods services, the ground was sold to build a supermarket.

www.warwickshirerailways.com

The station name board seen at Moreton-in-Marsh station which informed passengers to 'change here for the Shipston-on-Stour Tramway'. After closure only the

station name was visible with the remaining lettering being painted bleck.
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Ashbee Dental Care
welcomes new patients.

From the moment you arrive our
team at Ashbee Dental Care will
look after you in a friendly and
relaxed environment.

Ashbee Dental Care is a small
dedicated team, focused on
providing the highest quality dental
treatment. 

With our convenient location, and
ample free parking , Ashbee Dental
Care has patients coming from
across the Cotswolds and beyond.

NHS and private patients welcome.
Denplan payment scheme also
available.

Only 7 miles from
Moreton in Marsh

Please contact us to
book your appointment.

3 Ashbee House
Battlebroook Drive
Chipping Campden
Gloucestershire
GL55 6JX 
(Chipping Campden Business Park)

Telephone Number: 01386 840 840

Opening Hours
Monday – Thursday 9.00am-5.00pm
Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm

Sainsbury’s School Games Festival in
Gloucestershire is set to build on the
huge success of previous years,
thanks to £45,000 of National Lottery
funding.

The local organising committee for
Gloucestershire has been awarded
funding from Sport England to deliver

the School Games Festival 2014. It will be the culmination of year-round
competitions within schools and between schools, with the most talented
athletes progressing to compete across more than 30 sports including
athletics, wheelchair basketball, hockey, volleyball and badminton.
Suzanne Glavin is the Youth Leader for Sport England: “The Sainsbury’s
School Games Festivals play a critical role in inspiring a generation of
youngsters to play sport by providing them with opportunities to take part
in competitive school sport. It also introduces talented athletes to high
level competition, and with the help of the sport governing bodies, they are
supported and signposted to further opportunities to compete and
develop their talent. We are delighted to award this funding to Active
Gloucestershire and would like to thank them for the work they do in
making these events happen.”

The 2014 County Sports Festivals will be bigger than ever before with an
expected 150 festivals across the country, 175,000 students – including
17,000 students with a disability - and 25,000 volunteers.

The Local Organising Committees (LOCs) are responsible for organising
and delivering the festivals. They are made up of representatives from local
schools, County Sports Partnerships, young people, and national and
local sports providers. They are supported by the Youth Sport Trust which
has been commissioned by Sport England to develop and deliver
elements of the School Games until 2015.

The School Games is a four-level –
intra school, inter school, county
festivals and national finals –
competition for school children in
England.

It is delivered through a partnership
between the Youth Sport Trust, the
Department for Culture, Media and
Sport,Department of Education, Department of Health, Sport England and
the British Paralympic Association.   

The School Games Level 3 festival in Gloucestershire will take place on
March 28 2014. For further information visit 
www.activegloucestershire.org or www.yourschoolgames.com/
Headline Sponsor - Sainsbury’s: We're proud to be sponsoring the
Sainsbury’s School Games programme as part of our commitment to
promoting a healthier, more active lifestyle for all, regardless of age or
ability. Our sponsorship of the Sainsbury’s School Games forms part of the
Active Kids scheme. 

Look out for Active Kids 2013 and get collecting vouchers when you shop
at Sainsbury’s* and get kids active! Our Active Kids scheme continues to
grow from strength to strength. From encouraging the least active to
motivating the most talented, we aim to make sport and activity more
accessible, exciting and inviting for all.

Supporting Partner is ParalympicsGB: The British Paralympic Association
is the National Paralympic Committee for the UK, responsible for the
promotion of the Paralympic movement in Great Britain and selecting,
entering and funding the Great Britain and Northern Ireland Paralympic
team.

Jamie Gordon
Office: 01242 243362 / 07510 135118
Email: jamiegordon@activegloucestershire.org 
Website: www.activegloucestershire.org
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all students will exPerience the success that is essential in buildinG self esteeM,

GaininG a Positive attitude to learninG, and develoPinG indePendent learners.

Schools

During the run-up to Christmas, the Arts at The Cotswold School are
more vibrant than ever.  A Level artists and designers have been spoiled
with wonderful trips to the V&A, The Tate Modern and Tate Britain while
Miss Minchin has been inspiring her students yet further with visits to
exhibitions closer to home.  Meanwhile, Mrs Waters is running her after-
school printmaking club and Bourton Primary school students will be
developing their artistic talents with workshops held in our art studios.
Newbury Arts Centre is sponsoring a fantastic animation project which
will see a group of our talented pupils produce stop-frame animated
video featuring avatars they have created.  Sixth Form students are
taking part in ARTiculation  - a national public speaking competition in
which young people give a  presentation on a work of art; and yet more
pupils are getting snap happy in Rotary International’s  photography
competition, focussing on ‘People’.  In the performing arts, rehearsals for
our exciting new year musical production of ‘Coram Boy’ are underway
(watch this space!) while our musicians have an action packed
programme throughout the festive season.  In November, Year 8 set the
bar high with their terrific Oxjam music showcase, now, throughout
December, the school’s choir will be in superb voice.

The choir will be singing your favourite carols by candlelight with readings
from special guests at the Spirit of Christmas Concert in magnificent
gloucester Cathedral at 7.30pm on 4th December.  Funds raised from
the event support the muscular dystrophy campaign and tickets can be
bought via www.muscular-dystrophy.org and on the door. You can also
catch the choir performing at Bourton on the Water’s Shopping Evening
on 6th December, and at St Peter’s Church in Upper Slaughter on 17th
December.  13th December is another date for your diary:  we are
delighted to be hosting Rotary’s Christmas charity concert which is
performed by the impressive Central Band of the Royal Air Force.

We are particularly excited to announce that BBC gloucestershire have
selected Cotswold School musicians to take part in their wonderful
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day radio broadcasts.  Our musicians will
take part in a concert in gloucester Cathedral on 11th December at
7.30pm.  The concert will be recorded for the broadcast and tickets are
available through gloucester Tourist Information Centre 01452 396572
with proceeds going to ‘Children in Need’.

We wish our students and staff, their families and our community a very
happy Christmas and every best wish for the New Year.

We enjoyed a busy and successful term and the array of activities reminds us of how
exciting learning is at Chipping Norton School. Our range of ‘Extra Time’ activities are
increasingly popular with over 1300 students attending every week.

Year 12 geography students extended their knowledge of coastal geology by visiting the
Jurassic Coast in Dorset and gCSE PE students attended a five-day residential in the
Brecon Beacons where they had an opportunity to learn to canoe or kayak, as well as
mastering orienteering as part of their gCSE PE practical
grades. Our Allstars Jazz band performed at Ireland’s
biggest jazz festival at Cork; an event which attracts over
40,000 visitors from all over the world.

Year 11 attended a workshop on Macbeth by the Young
Shakespeare Company and had the opportunity to see
parts of the play in performance and understand how
texts can be interpreted in different ways. Over 80
students participated in our annual Drama showcase
producing seven spectacular performances; pieces devised by the students in partnership
with their drama teachers and the Athena Drama Club. Excellent stage management was
provided by our BTEC Performing Arts students. Chipping Norton residents and parents
who bravely battled the elements on the evening of Wednesday December 18th to attend
the annual Carol Concert were rewarded by a Christmas musical spectacular. 

Jonathan McCubbin and Esther Mead performed
with Oxfordshire County Youth Orchestra at the
Schools’ Prom concert at The Royal Albert Hall  to
celebrate the Benjamin Britten centenary. Rowan
Truelove was awarded a School Science Prize
from The Science and Technology Facilities
Council for showing an outstanding commitment
to his Exoplanet project. Beatrice Rhodes, Anna
Jarrett-Rawlence and Alice green delivered a
presentation entitled ‘Being Seventeen: Lost at Sea’ at the opening round of the national
public-speaking competition, Youth Speaks: they were selected to go through to the next
round which takes place in February.

Our 1st XV Rugby team succeeded in becoming the first school to win the U19 final of the
District Rugby League for two consecutive years by beating Burford School (22-3) in a hard-
fought match. All players were a credit to their schools.The School Council organised a
‘Wear a Wacky hat’ non-school uniform day in aid of Teenage Cancer Trust and Helen and
Douglas House. We raised £1774 which has been divided between these two worthy
charities.

Singing Club ~

The Singing Club hosted its annual Christmas coffee morning on December 6th and

we were thrilled that the Prime Minister came to join us! It was great to see so many

groups in our community represented, including Southerndown and Beech Haven

Care Homes, St Mary's Church, The Methodist Church, and Chipping Norton Pre-

school.

Orchestra ~

We are proud to be hosting the Vivace orchestra, a beginner orchestra for children

up to grade 2 standard run by Oxfordshire County Music Service. This is open to

children from all schools in the area and we hope it will go from strength to strength.

For more information please e-mail music.service@oxfordshire.gov.uk

www.st-marys-chipping.oxon.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Yvonne Barnes BEd (Hons) NPQH

St Mary’s C of E (Aided) Primary
School, Chipping Norton

CHIPPING NORTON SCHOOL
Simon Duffy: Head Teacher
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In December we went on a coach trip to a

Christmas tree farm and had a magical time

with all but 2 of the children falling asleep on

the way home having seen Santa and his

reindeer. Since the new year we have had a number of new starters who

have settled in well. We are looking at Winter in the World around us and

have been making cute pictures of penguins and robins.

Our Playgroup session is 9.15am – 1pm Monday to Thursday (@ £12.50

per session) with extended sessions on a Monday and Thursday until

2.45pm for an extra £6.50. We take children throughout the year when they

are approaching 2 years 6 months old and welcome visitors at any time so

please contact us to arrange a visit or just pop in.

Contact Jo Abrahams, our Early Years Professional / qualified teacher on

07796 987173, website www.condicoteplaygroup.weebly.com
Our Toddler group meets on Friday mornings from 10 – 12 during term

time only and is run by a staff or committee member (£2.50 per morning)

Newcomers are always welcome with children of any age.

December was a busy month for Longborough Primary, with carol singing,

Christmas parties, pantomimes as well as the nativity.  

Longborough Primary Nativity Service was held at St James Church in

Longborough.  The church was packed with parents, grandparents, friends and

villagers. A serene Mary and Joseph were played by Poppy Regan and Archie

gillett.  The singing was superb, the narration by Nell Clark was very clear and the

vicar, Rev Wookey thanked the children for their fantastic performance.

Additionally a collection was taken on behalf of the Children’s Society where £144

was raised.  The children also sang carols along with the children from Swell

School outside Tesco’s in Stow which was well received by shoppers adding to

the festive feel.

The school entered the School Christmas Tree into the Festival at Stow Church.

Our tree was entitled ‘snow’ and the younger children made the decorations and

dressed it in the church. After the festival it was brought back to school where it

took pride of place in the school window.

January however has started more quietly and although it’s been very wet, we

hope the snow keeps away for a while longer and look forward to Spring arriving!

We have another exciting term of events to
look forward to, including a year 5 and 6 trip
to PgL, a maths day for the whole the
school, the swimmarathon  and the Young
Voices concert to mention a few!
But first, a massive thank you to everyone
who attended the PTFA’s fund raising events
last term. The quiz night was a great success
providing a great social but also a somewhat
competitive evening as teams comprising of
teachers took on parents! 

And what can we say about the wonderful
Christmas fair which was a resounding
success helped with a visit from Father
Christmas, wonderful raffle hampers and prizes, tasty turkey rolls and plenty
of cheer! 
So thanks for all of your support, the money raised during these events is
spent on  enriching the children’s learning experiences further, by helping
with the cost of educational visits or paying for transport for class trips,
which leads onto our annual trip to the Roses theatre to see the pantomime! 

This year was the tale of Jack and the Beanstalk, with a giant animatronics
character which scared and fascinated the teachers as well as the pupils as
we all tried to figure out how it worked! 

The Christmas tree festival took place in December with our school being
first in the children’s category and first overall. The children’s efforts looked
splendid. 

Our carol service took place on the last day of term with parents being
invited to come and listen to some our guitarists and clarinet players recital
of some well known carols, with teachers doing readings and everyone
singing in fine voice. This was followed by a full Christmas lunch and a final
end of term assembly. 

As always our after school clubs are popular with dance, multi skills, drama,
football, tag rugby, gardening, painting,
running and French all being run by either
teachers, parents or our qualified sports
coaches. 

We are also extremely lucky to offer our
Key Stage two pupils football coaching
on a Monday afternoon for the whole of
this term, by a FA coach. 

The Key stage two pupils have just
enjoyed taking part in the Young Voices concert which is held at the Lg
arena in Birmingham. This is a lovely opportunity, where up to seven
thousand children all join together to perform various songs and this year we
were lucky enough to perform with Stacey Solomon! Everyone had a
fantastic memorable experience and are looking forward to next time!

at Condicote Village Hall

From Claire Goodfellow,

Administrator
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Temple Guiting
Church of England School

David Ogden, Headteacher

A Club for Young Scientists
Patrick, Poppy, Emma, Saskia and Freddie meet ‘Rocket’, the teacher who

started ‘Fizz Pop Science’ after-school clubs.  We hope to run the club next

term as it has proved very popular in the past.  We also have clubs for gym,

cookery, soccer, multi-sports, running, hockey and dance… plus a Homework

Club and Film Club!

Castles, Ancient China and the tastes of India
This term Class 1 will be learning all about castles: we will explore them, paint

them, make them and write about them!  Class 2 are immersing themselves in

India and the highlight will be a day preparing Indian food.  To make the day

more authentic, they will dress in traditional clothes and the more adventurous

will have temporary henna tattoos. Class 3’s focus is China: the food, the art

and the culture… ancient history and modern geography.

The Taming of the Shrew
Our Juniors are looking forward to going to the RSC at Stratford to see an

adapted version of the play: ‘a rollercoaster which has boys playing girls and

girls playing boys to tell the story of two people's crazy journey towards

becoming the perfect match’.  great fun!

admin@templeguiting.gloucs.sch.uk    |    01451 850304
www.templeguiting.gloucs.sch.uk

All back to school, refreshed and ready to go

after a wonderful Christmas break, the

children are very excited to be auditioning for

our annual Christmas performance at New

Beaconsfield Hall this Easter.  Each year their

performances gets better and better, and our

older children have a lot to live up to, following

a great Nativity performance from our

Foundation Unit and KS1 children.  WATCH

THIS SPACE….

We were all so good Father Christmas came to visit us!  Our lucky Foundation

Unit and KS1 children had been working hard all year, so Father Christmas felt

he should pay them a visit and give them a small gift each at their Christmas

party.

The older children of the school have

also worked incredibly hard throughout

the year, and we celebrated with a trip

to the Swan Theatre in High Wycombe

to watch a funny Cinderella. 

The school have competed in a variety

of competitive sporting events this

year, from Cross Country at St. Hugh’s

(Faringdon) to a Tag-Rugby Festival at

Hatherop Castle, as well as our usual netball, football and tag-rugby local

school matches.  Well done to a very successful year to all the children who

took part, and good luck in the forthcoming Independent Schools cross

country and football tournaments in London. Thank you to our football coach,

Mr Madden, for coaching our most successful junior and senior teams, and PE

staff for encouraging the children in sport.

With all the school Christmas cookery now

consumed and thoroughly enjoyed the children

are back and looking forward to the New Year

with great excitement. The Junior class have been

experiencing what it is like to be a child and live in

a remote Fijian village. Following my recent visit

the children asked if I could tell them about my

travels and so that is exactly I did. The children

took off their shoes and instantly became Fijian

children, all the tables and chairs in the classroom

were moved and a traditional Fijian mat was laid 

down. The children then eat rice, noodles, fish

and fruit and drank ‘rain water’. During the

afternoon the children played games and learnt

about the lack of toys on the islands. The children

were fascinated to learn about the 

absence of electricity ‘what no electronic games’!

Swimming lessons will be starting this term along

with clubs in Tag Rugby, Film, Multi-Sport and Model Making. Lessons in

Ukulele and guitar are still filling the school with the happy sound of music.

Swell School
From Judy Morgan School Administrator

St Davids C of E Primary School
Headteacher - Mrs F. Heming 

In Key Stage 1 we put our best efforts into shining in our Christmas production

‘Born in A Barn’. Apparently this involved a lot of snorting, snuffling and

grunting but we were thrilled to be part of the Christmas Story - dressing up,

learning lines, dancing and singing some fabulous songs. It is also the time of

year when we can get creative with cards and calendars. For this we used

some of our ICT skills that we have developed over term with our bonfire and

Fire of London pictures. You can see some of these on our website.

http://www.stdavidsprimaryschool.co.uk/classpages.asp

As a school we enjoyed our Christmas Celebration Service which took place in

St. David’s Church. Osprey class prepared a special part of this. Using the

framework of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle’ they made their own instruments, created an

accompaniment and wrote their own lyrics about Jesus being the gift of

Christmas. With the help of Mrs Cull and Mr Webber our singers and musicians

worked hard to contribute to the service. We were also delighted to hold a

special Carol Concert at Jameson Court and had our Carols around the

Christmas Tree assembly.

Many wonderful aromas have been drifting down from the upstairs as we have

used our newly acquired science skills to create lavender bath salts and

popcorn. We have learnt a great deal about how heat can change materials

and how sometimes cooling can change them back again. Although we soon

discovered that some changes cannot be reversed. If you heat water too much

it evaporates!

Also in KS2 some of us were invited to take part in a local athletics

tournament. Cyon – ‘It was really good. We got to run short fast races

between two posts. We threw javelins, had a go at jumping from a standing

point, seeing how far we could throw a basketball and trying to jump as high

as we could. Then there was the bit where they asked us to zig zag between

things like footballers do. It was great!’ We are looking forward to loads more

exciting opportunities in the New Year.
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At the end of last term we said goodbye to Miss Cannon

who retired after 19 years as Deputy and Acting Head.

Jane has been a wonderful colleague and teacher here at St Catharine’s

and we hope she has a marvellous retirement. 

As part of Literacy, children wrote tributes in different formats, that we used

at a special assembly dedicated to Miss Cannon before she left. I would like

to share one of those contributions with you here: 

Ten Things Found in Miss Cannon’s Pocket! 
1)The Nativity 2) May Day 3) Friday Assembly 4) Kindness 5) Friendliness 6)

Chalk 7) Fairy dust 8)‘Teaching Made Easy’ 9) Whiteboard and pen 10) A

spare PE kit  (Evie Jeavons Class 3)

Thank you to the former pupils who helped us to say farewell to Miss

Cannon. It was amazing to hear one boy say that his return to St Catharine’s

felt like ‘coming home’. All the former pupils were simply charming and a

credit to their families and current schools. 

I’d also like to express thanks for all the kind donations to Jane’s retirement

collection. We were able to purchase a range of very special and pertinent

gifts including items from renowned Cotswold-based businesses such as

Robert Welch and jewellers Bijou.  

Miss Cannon will still be a big part of our school and it is wonderful that she

has agreed to continue with the First Communion Preparation Programme.

Please do let us know if you have a child who would like to join the children

from St Catharine’s, and children from outside the school, who have already

registered for the programme. You can contact the School Office on
01386 840677.

St Catherine’s
Roman Catholic Primary School

Headteacher: Joanne Welch

Sherborne C of E
Primary School
From gill Stratford, School Administrator

The Autumn Term ended with a party and a visit from a very special person

bringing gifts for all the children!  The run up to the festive season was busy

with a visit from the Bishop of gloucester who watched an ‘Open the Book’

service and listened to the children singing the Sherborne carol ‘Shepherds

Rejoice,’ a trip to the pantomime, the K’Nex Challenge and of course our

Nativity in Sherborne Church. The children learnt all their lines and sang

beautifully throughout the performance and FOSS produced seasonal

refreshments which were appreciated by all.

The inaugural performance of the Sherborne Orchestra took place in front of

a packed audience of parents, friends and pupils.  The orchestra played a

festive selection of music, specially arranged by Mrs Boothby, our violin

teacher, and was a marvellous success. We look forward to the next one!

Tel: 079 234 839 70  
moretoninmarsh@eygloucestershire.co.uk

St David’s Centre, Church Street
Moreton in Marsh, GL56 0LT

Sessional childcare for children from 2 years old until school entry

gOOD Ofsted 2013 Free Stay & Play can be arranged for you to

find out more about us Registered for Free for 3 & 4 funding and

A2YO funding.

Stories
The children have been really interested in the story of Jack Frost and so we

are going to look at stories, rhymes and songs over the coming weeks.

Visiting the Library for story time also enables the children to meet other

people in the community. We still have the igloo ready for when the snow

appears!

Nicola Rolton, Playleader

Diary Dates
Friday 14th February last session before half term

Playgroup is then closed for half-term week and the following Monday (24th

February which is an Inset Day) 

Tuesday 25th Playgroup restarts

September 2014 admissions
If your child will be 2 between September 2014 and August 2015

and you would like to place their name on our waiting list please

give us a call or pop in for an application form.

Term has started again and life is extremely busy

at Dormer House. We have been celebrating all

sorts of new years. We started by focusing on

2014, setting some resolutions and thinking

about how to make this year the best it can

possibly be. We also learnt about Tu B’Shevat,

the Jewish New Year for Trees. This interesting

festival has a strong focus on the environment and had us all thinking about

what we can do to sustain our planet for the future. Some of the classes are

about to start learning about the Chinese New Year too. There are always

lessons to be learnt and the children enjoy looking for new meanings as the

seasons come and go.

As we move into a new year, so we have lots of new after school clubs on offer.

At 3.30 each day, a varied programme kicks in, with lots of activities to suit

everyone. This term, as well as our usual array of football, netball, floorball, gym,

chess and ragbag (arts and crafts), there are also yoga, musical theatre, knit-it,

board games and Lego clubs. We also offer a homework club and a study

group for our Year Five children, to start preparing them for those all important

entrance exams to secondary schools. Dormer House buzzes until 6pm every

evening, with happy, involved children and parents who do not have to feel

guilty about not collecting their children at 3.30.

By the time you read this, we will have had our open day. We are busy

preparing displays which will give our visitors a flavour of what goes on each

day. It’s been lovely to reflect on all our academic achievements and strong

pastoral care. If you missed the open day, but would like a tour anyway, just get

in touch. We’d love to show you round.
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NorthleachMowerServices

Cirencester Road

Northleach

Gloucestershire

01451 860392 - 01451 860427

A local family run business with over 40 years experience of

garden machinery maintenance.

COUNTAX GARDEN TRACTOR MAIN DEALER WITH LARGE

DEMONSTRATION AREA

Large selection of Brush Cutters / Strimmers and Lawn Mowers always available

Please ring us we collect and deliver to your home

Hayter • Lawn King • Castle • Honda • Mountfield • Westwood • Atco Qualcast

• Wheelhorse • Murray • Toro • Flymo

LAWNS: Mowing & Edging, Turf Laid, HEDGES: Cut & Clippings
Removed FRUIT & VEGETABLE PLOTS: Planted & maintained

Practical advice on Composting, Digging & Planting Boarders,
Pruning Roses, Shrubs & Climbers - Wisteria a Speciality, Seasonal

tidy-ups, One offs or Regular visits.

Many years of experience – References provided

Please call David on 07928 161137

GARDENING SERVICES 
Stow-on-the-Wold - Northleach & Chipping Norton Areas
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Est 1984SKIP HIRE

K J MILLARD LTD

01608 641361
THE PAST IS RUBBISH. THE FUTURE IS RECYCLING

A FAST FRIENDLY & EFFECTIVE SERVICE

ALL SIZES & STYLES OF SKIPS

DELIVERED WHERE YOU WANT, WHEN YOU WANT

SANDFIELDS FARM, OVER NORTON, CHIPPING NORTON OX7 5PY

• WASTE TRANSFER STATION

• ASBESTOS DISPOSAL

•CRUSHING & SCREENING OF

HARD-CORE & TOPSOIL

N
EW

S! N
E
W

S
!

www.stowag.com
FENCING – DRAINAGE – TOOLS & PAINT – FIXINGS – AND MUCH MORE

We have moved to Longborough...

New store now open at
Moreton Road, Longborough, GL56 0QJ  |  01451

®
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Need
Storage
Space?

Short or long term rates available

01608 661677 or 07976 533771

Tilemans Park Limited

Insulated Storage
At our site in Shipston, on your site or at home

• We buy, sell, move and convert
containers of all sizes.

• Fully insulated storage available.
• Contract crane services available

The ideal way to free up space in your home or
workplace. You can store on our site or simply rent a

container for your own property. Various sizes for rent or
sale.

AD PAgES
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Tel: 01608 651721 | Mob: 07974 030246
Email: kppainting@hotmail.co.uk 

WORK SMARTER
NOT HARDER

Working all hours?
Not enough time to have a life?

For £65* this space can work 

for you for a month
in every home and business in our delivery area –

that’s almost 13,000 copies. (*plus VAT)

07789 175 002

If your advertisement catches the eye of

just 1%
of our readership, you could be  receiving

300 NEW ENQUIRIES
07789 175 002

AD PAgES
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FREE HEALTH CHECK AT COTSWOLDS HEALTH AND FITNESS CLUB
For this month only, an offer not to be missed!

To get 2014 off to a great start we are offering a free health check to Include;
A Health Assessment 

A Complementary Personal Training Session
A Complementary Massage* 

To find out more about what we do and how we are different from other gyms,

please see our website below and give us a ring – you will not be disappointed!

*For anyone who subsequently joins the gym or starts personal training

perSoNaL
TraINING
Our friendly well qualified
personal trainers are here to
give you the best possible
chance of achieving the

goals you want

INDIVIDUAL,
SUPPORTIVE,
NUTRITIONAL

GUIDANCE, GREAT
RESULTS

Gym
memberSHIp
A great cost-effective
solution to exercising

regularly in a relaxed and
professional environment

FULLY EQUIPPED
GYM, FRIENDLY,
ENCOURAGING &
UNDERSTANDING
TRAINERS ON HAND

INjury
reHabILITaTIoN
Get back on your feet fast.

Back, neck, hip and knee pain;
we can help improve movement,

flexibility and prevent the
recurrence of problems

WELL QUALIFIED,
SPECIALIST CARE,

LONG TERM RESULTS,
PERSONAL ATTENTION

CLaSSeS

A great range of fun, energising
and challenging classes in our
air conditioned dance studio

ALL ABILITIES,
SOCIABLE, COST
EFFECTIVE, ONE TO
ONES AVAILABLE

THerapy
roomS

We have a range of therapists
and treatments available to
provide relief from many

common ailments and those
annoying aches and pain

POSTURAL
IMBALANCE, JOINT
PAIN, MUSCLE

TENSION, ALLERGIES
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free traininG available

instructor 07977 56 00 86

www.martialartsvoucher.co.uk

seParate adult and

children’s classes

now traininG at

chiPPinG norton

stow on the wold

MATT KEYTE BSc (hons) Dip (ossm)

Sport and Remedial Massage Therapist
Sporting or recreational Injury? Sprain or Strain? Muscle soreness or

tension? Looking to enhance your training programme?

Call me on 01451 830911/07966068604
Fully insured, Qualified and Professional Member of the 

SLAUGHTERS UNITED CRICKET CLUB
WORKING TOWARDS ECB CLUBMARK ACCREDITATION
Church Furlong, Lower Slaughter, Gloucestershire GL54 2HY
www.slaughterscricket.co.uk

Nic Hayward
CHAIRMAN

Richard James
SECRETARY

Matthew Brittan
TREASURER

Giles Canning
CHILD WELFARE OFFICER

Joanna Herbert
YOUTH CO-ORDINATOR

Slaughters United Cricket Club is a friendly and
forward-looking local sports club set in the
picturesque village of Lower Slaughter. We offer
superb playing facilities and our recent
refurbishments have greatly improved our
clubhouse. We currently have two well-
established senior men's league teams at the
club, as well as a Friendly XI and a team that
plays in the midweek T20 league. During the

winter months our men also participate in the 6-
a-side Cheltenham Indoor Cricket League.
Additionally, the 2013 season saw the exciting
and eagerly-awaited introduction of the club’s
first ever ladies’ league team which has attracted
many supporters and brought a new energy to
the club. Throughout 2014 we will be developing
our youth section further, offering cricket across
the junior age range.

We will now be appearing regularly in the
Bourton Times to inform you all of the activities
which will be taking place at the club (on and off
the pitch). So if you're interested in getting
involved in our fantastic club in any capacity
(playing, umpiring, scoring or supporting) please
feel free to contact us on one of the email
addresses below.

Men’s Team Update
This season our men's 1st XI will compete in Gloucestershire County Cricket
League Division 2 after finishing as league runners up in a very successful
2013 season and gaining a second consecutive promotion.
Our 2nd XI will continue to play in Cotswold District Cricket Association
Division 3 following a mid-table finish in 2013.
We are pleased to welcome Nathan Wilson from Queensland as our
overseas players for the summer.

1st XI Captain – Philip Chaple
2nd XI Captain – Nic Hayward
Contact paul@revisionworld.com for more details

Ladies’ Team Update
Ladies’ cricket has grown significantly across the county over the past few
years and 2013 saw the launch of the Cotswold District Cricket
Association’s Women’s League, giving ladies the opportunity to play
competitively within the district. This season our ladies will compete in the
league against 6 other local teams. It is a 20 over league with matches
played in 'pairs’ cricket' format which allows every player the opportunity
to be involved in the game and develop basic skills. It is highly enteraining
to watch!

Ladies’ Captain – Joanna Herbert
Ladies’ Team Coach – Graham Steptoe
Contact joannaherbert@tiscali.co.uk for more details 

Fundraising. Our newly-elected Fundraising Manager, Joanne Shaw,
has been busy planning events to raise much needed club funds. Many
thanks to everyone who attended our first Bingo Night & Quiz Night –
an amazing £200 was raised! 
Coming soon: 
Friday 21st February @ 7.30pm – Bingo Night
Saturday 8th March  @ 7.30pm – Race Night

Training 
Ladies: Thursdays 6-7pm at The Cotswold School Gym starts 13th
February
Men & Youth: April (TBC)

Slaughters United men welcome Wanderers Australia touring team to the beautiful ground
at Church Furlong.

Slaughters United ladies support the England Women’s team at Lord’s in the Ashes Series whilst
picking up a few cricketing tips!
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Gloucestershire Cross Country League Round 3 at Malvern

Over 30 junior runners travelled to Malvern for one of the toughest

courses they have run so far - and they all performed extremely well. 

U11 girls. Bethan Powell led most of the race, coming in 2nd; 1st

overall at this stage. Lauren Farley had a fantastic run for 10th

overall; Helena West was 3rd in 14th place, bringing the girls A team

home 2nd overall. Isobel Barnett 18th, Ella Davies 20th, and Isabel

Kiey-Thomas 23rd bought the B team home in 5th place. This year’s

Race Champ Award overall winner Libby Herbert 25th, Megan

gibson 27th and Ellie Edgerton 30th led the C team home in 8th.

Overall the U11 A team are

3rd with one race to go.

This year’s Female Athlete of

the year, Niamh Powell led
the U13 girls race from start

to finish and leads the

competition - all down to the

commitment she puts into

training. Lucy Griffin ran 5th

(previously winning the glos

Schools Finals). Veteran runner Felicity Darwent, an excellent 11th

bringing the A team home in 1st place. Josephine Mutsaars was

14th (previously 3rd in the glos Schools).  Charlotte Foster 21st,

and Gabby Jones 32nd, led the girls B team home in 6th, well

supported by Kate Edgerton 35th, Isobel Hartley 37th and Emily
Williams 39th, bringing the C team home in 9th place. The U13 A

team are currently leading the competition.

Rosie Mutsaars is starting to show form with an excellent 4th place

in the U15 girls.

Dylan Williams ran an excellent 4th place in the U11 boys and is

currently 2nd overall. Josh Angus showed class at 13th. Louis
Mutsaars ran a fine 19th bringing the A team home in 2nd. Beau
Griffin, only 9, 22nd, with Henry Bell 24th and Charlie Davidson
26th brought the B team home in 5th place. The U11's were well

supported by a group of runners, all 9 or under, who ran extremely

well including Dicken Tilley-Loughrey 28th, Findlay Morriss 32nd,

Alfie Griffin 47th, Toby Sellek 48th, Jacob Herbert 51st, George
Quli 52nd and Christopher Hunt 53rd. These are the stars of the

future and brought the C team home in 8th and the D team home in

10th. The A team currently lead the competition.

Jake Darby and Robbie Wood ran well for 26th and 30th in the

U13 boys.

This year’s Male Athlete of

the Year, Peter Wood ran
11th in a tough field of U15

boys. Hard training and

commitment last year have

helped Peter’s performance

and he certainly deserves the

award this year.

With so many talented local athletes, we could see of

our winners at the next Olympics

Chipping Norton will be hosting its Sports Awards Ceremony on 27th

March with sports clubs being asked to send in nominations for the

town’s best athletes and sports personalities. The awards recognise

outstanding sporting achievement.

Last year’s award saw the biggest response yet, with a large number of

nominations for the awards and hundreds of locals attending the

ceremony.

graham Beacham, a former Mayor of Chipping Norton, who has

organised each of the previous four awards nights in the town said: “The

Sports Awards continues to get better each year, we want to get an even

bigger response and I urge all local sports clubs and schools to send in

your nominations.”

Town Councillor David Lydiat helps to organise the event, and

commented: “This is a fantastic way to encourage young people in

Chipping Norton to participate in different sports and to stay healthy. Last

year we introduced the Olympic Legacy Awards after the success of the

games, and it showed how many talented athletes there are locally. We

could see some of our very worthy winners at the next Olympics.”

The Sports Awards are sponsored by Better from the Chipping Norton

Leisure Centre and the Chipping Norton Cotswolds golf Club, offering

prizes to the winners.

The Award categories are:
Under 11’s, 11-17’s, 18+, Team (under 18’s), Team (over 18’s) and

Olympic Legacy gold, Silver and Bronze.

The closing deadline for nominations is 28th February and nominations

can be sent to the guild Hall, Chipping Norton, OX7 5NJ or emailed to

Cllr Lydiat at dlydiat@hotmail.co.uk.

Excitement builds for 5th

ANNUAL SPORTS AWARDS

MORETON IN MARSH BOWLS CLUB

Christmas Party

Seventy members attended and thoroughly

enjoyed themselves.
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Rotary encourages young talent
The winners of three more Rotary Youth competitions were
announced before Christmas. Rotarians Bob Hadley and Mike
Boyes helped to judge the  competitions and congratulated the
winners and all who took part.  “Some excellent work featured
in every category”, said Bob Hadley. “Many people think the
main purpose of Rotary is to raise funds for good causes”, he
said. “Not too many people realise that Rotary places equal
importance on working with their local community, and one
priority is to help encourage and foster the talents of young
people.” 

Young Photographer competitors submitted three prints on the
subject of 'People', together with a brief description of their
chosen pictures. Allessandra Vuolo won the Senior category,
and Emilia Laird won the Intermediate with her imaginative
close-up pictures of eyes. Ophelia Brawn was the Senior
Young Artist winner with her superb figure study in oil, and the
Intermediate winner was Freddie Hayward with his  impressive
animation. In the Young Writer competition entrants wrote
about something that changed their lives, and several moving
pieces were submitted. The Senior winner was Elena
Gonzalez-Villamil Silva, and the Intermediate winner was Sara
Augustynowicz. 

Rotary Charity Christmas Concert
A superb evening of music and festive entertainment was
provided again this year by The Central Band of the Royal Air
Force at The Cotswold School in December, in the presence of
Colonel Mike Bennett OBE, DL, Deputy to the Lord Lieutenant.
Club president Phil Randall thanked the sponsors and all those
who came and said he hoped the the Band would return again
next year. The concert raised £3,700 for charity; half of this will
go to the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, with the other half
going to Kate's Home Nursing and other local charities.

Tree of Light
We would like to say a big Thank You to Hartwells in Bourton,
Stow Pharmacy, and Age Concern in Moreton for their continued
support as Tree of Light centres, and to all those who
remembered someone to help us raise over £2,000 for charity.

Club details can be found on www.NorthCotswoldsRotary.org
or on our Facebook page.

“Living in Palestine”
What should be one of our most interesting presentations is
scheduled for Monday 10th February  6pm for 6.30 at The Mill
House Kingham when ‘what it is like on the ground’ in the
troubled land of Palestine will be presented by Bourton on the
Water resident Paul Clark, who has visited Palestine twice in the
last two years.  He went firstly as a "pilgrimage tourist" and then
returned to help rebuild a Palestinian home on the West Bank
demolished by the Israelis. He will give an evocative
presentation on what it is like there ground and discuss what
change of mind and direction is needed if Israel and Palestine
are ever to attain justice, peace and security.

The public are very welcome and can stay for dinner with Paul
and club members for £12.50. (Particularly if you wish to stay
for dinner, you need to call club secretary Kay Shortland on
01993 832927)

Good News Bad News
Rotary has been for years in the forefront of the global
campaign to eradicate Polio, so it is good to report some Good
News.

On Monday 13th January, a significant milestone in the
worldwide effort to eradicate polio was reached when India
celebrated three years since its last new case of the disease. In
2009, India had been home to almost half of the world’s polio
cases. The country then launched a comprehensive polio
eradication programme to create a health infrastructure to
eliminate the disease. This included a surveillance network of
more than 33,000 sites, and an army of 2.3 million vaccinators
who were deployed during national immunisation days  to reach
children, especially those in the country’s most rural areas. This
resulted in the delivery of 900 million (yes 900 million!) polio
vaccines in 2011 alone.
And the bad news………. is that the current conflicts in Syria
and Somalia have led to recent outbreaks of polio in these
areas . 
Thank you for your continued support………… together we will
End Polio.

Why we now have plenty of honey
Martin Edwards, Chairman of the North Cotswolds Beekeepers
Association, gave an interesting talk in January on the basics of
beekeeping as a hobby. He amazed his audience with facts
about these busy creatures. The average hive has 50,000 bees
in summer and produces 80 to 90 pounds of honey a year –
this represents over 4.5 million bee miles flown. Imagine if Bees
collected air miles! 

Modern hives were invented in 1851 replacing the traditional
kep (see picture) and allowing hygienic management of the bee
brood and storage areas. With the bees producing more honey
than they really need, the keeper takes off the excess. 

Can Rotarians be likened to bees?  We endeavour to work
hard, communicate effectively, do good in the community and
expand our colony - now 1.3 million worldwide!
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Funeral Director
& Memorial Consultant

W. J. Wright

The Chapel of Rest, Church Street,
Stow-on-the-Wold GL54 1BB

Tel 01451 831829

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest, Prepaid Funeral Plans

Serving the Cotswold Community for over 30 years

ANGELA HAY SOFT FURNISHINGS
Hand Made Curtains & Roman Blinds

Choose fabrics from: Sanderson, Lorient, Colefax &
Fowler, Voyage, James Hare Silks, Jane Churchill & more.

Tracks,Trimmings and Poles

Free Measuring Service & Quotation

Easy Parking, Showroom open by appointment, Tel: 01386 700692

Bourton on the Hill,Moreton in Marsh,GL56 9AJ

www.angelahaycurtainsandblinds.com
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clubs

Music

local authorities

community Groups

Young People & children

Key information

Bridge Club at Broadwell Village Hall
Weds evenings at 6.45pm. Mary Wood, 01451 822313
Cotswold Investment Club
Meets 2nd Tues of each month. Judith Borsay, 01608 650787
Cotswold Wardens (conservation, guided walks)
01451 862000 www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk
Dinner Hosts
Single 35–55 yr olds, social life through dinner parties.
www.DinnerHosts.net
Fisher House Arts and Crafts Club
Stow-on-the-Wold Wednesdays 9.30–12.30, Free club membership.
Contact Sue 01451831408
Knit One, Sip One Knitting Group
Alternate Weds at 8pm Coach & Horses, Longborough
Contact Carlin on 07769646996 or fenhill33@yahoo.co.uk
Life Saving Club (Fire College)
Co-ordinator Lynette Mantle 01386 882430
Northleach & Fosse Lions Club
2nd Tuesday/month (business meeting) at The Wheatsheaf Inn,
Northleach, 8pm. northleachandfosselions.org.uk 0845 8339825
N Cotswold Arts Association
Sandi Garrett 01451 822550
N Cotswold Bee-Keepers Assoc
Julie Edwards 01608 659396 julia@ncbka.org.uk
N Cotswold Bridge Club
Meets Bourton-on-the-Hill on Tues, Weds, Thurs
Alan Lamb 01608 650202 www.bridgewebs.com/northcotswolds
N Cotswold CAMRA
01451810305 chair@northcotswoldcamra.org.uk
N Cotswold Disabled Club
Joan M Oughton 01451 830580
N Cotswold Digital Camera Club
James Minter 01451 824175 www.ncdcc.co.uk
N Cotswold Friendship Centre (Within Age UK)
1st Weds monthly. Colin 01993 842820/01608 650868
colmar@oxon1939.fsnet.co.uk/anne@annelloydwanadoo.co.uk
North Cotswold Model Aero Club
Flying site at Far Heath Farm, Moreton-in-Marsh
Ken Rathborne, 01386 858649
sites.google.com/site/northcotswoldmac/home
N Cotswold National Trust
Pat Poulton 01608 651372
N Cotswold Probus Club
2nd & 4th Thurs mornings, Fisher House, Maugesbury Park, Stow-on-
the Wold.10.15am. Martin Hornby 01608 654356.
N Cotswold Rotary Club
Dudley Mills 01451 820704 Bourton on the Water, Brian Honness
01451 830052 Stow, Barry Peaston 01608 650526
N Cotswold U3A
Contact Jenny Stanfield 01451 824338
Oddington WI
Meet on the 2nd Tue each month Oddington Village Hall
Sue John 01451 830989
Rotary Kingham/Daylesford
Meets fortnightly Weds evening, Sat morning.
www.kinghamrotary.org.uk
Royal British Legion
Branch Ron Bockhart r.bockhart@btinternet.com, 01451 832360
Club at Well Lane, Stow. 01451 830242
Salford Players Drama & Music Gp
Doreen Herrington 01608 642853
Scottish Country Dance Group
Brenda Parsons 01451 831876
Single File Chipping Norton social group for unattached 50-
70s. Fortnightly pub nights for new members. 077655 98518
enquiries@singlefilecn.org.uk
Stow Disability Association
George Hill 01608 658636 www.stowda.org.uk
Stow & District Civic Society
Meets 1st Thursday evenings alternate months, Baptist Hall Stow.
Nigel Surman 01451 833783
Stow on the Wold and Countryside Embroiderer's Guild
01451 821291
Stow Probus
1st and 3rd Thursday mornings Tim Sedgley 01608 652696

Army Cadets at Moreton/Bourton
Weds 7.30–9.30pm Major M G Little
01451 831408 the little45@btinternet.com
Bledington Toddler Group
Nicki 01608 658137 Mon 10–11.30am
Children’s Art Club (ages 4–12)
After school, Saturdays and holidays, Gill Parkes 01386 700991
Condicote Playgroup & Toddlers
Leader Jo Abrahams 07796 987173
Guiting Power Brownies (age 7–10)
Tuesday Evenings 6.15–7.30pm, Leader Cheryl Millar 01451 831233
Monkey Music (pre-school music classes)
Tues afternoons. 07768 457403 or Sian.ferris@monkeymusic.co.uk
Moreton Scouts
Beavers Mondays 17:30–18:45 Age 6–8½
Cubs, Mondays 18.45–20.15 Age 8–10
Explorer Scouts, Wednesday (fortnightly) 20.00–22.00 Age 14–18
Scouts, Thursdays 19.30–21.30 Age 10½–14
Dave Manley, Moreton Scout Group Secretary 01608 650814
Oddington Bumps, Babes Beyond
Mondays 10–12 at Oddington Village Hall. Emma 07966 205774
Springboard Children’s Centre
St Edwards Drive, Stow on the Wold. 01451831642.
www.springboardcc.co.uk
Stow Youth Centre
Fosseway, Stow. Youth Worker, Linda Burke, Stow Town Council,
01451 832585. Office hours T, W, Th, 10am–1pm

Childrens Physio Direct helpline 0300 421 6980
9.00am-12.00pm, Monday-Friday (except Bank Holidays)
Childline 0800 11 11
Chipping Norton Veterinary Hospital
Albion Street, Chipping Norton, OX7 5BN 01608 642547
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
First Responders (St John’s Ambulance)
01452 858220 countyhq@gloucestershire.jja.org.uk
www.sja.org.uk
Glos Heart Support Group
Weds 10.15am. Moreton Congregational Church Rooms
John Green 01451 824141
STOW-I
Brewery Yard, Sheep Street, Stow on the Wold GL54 1AA
01451 830341 www.stowinfo.co.uk
Moreton Hospital (Minor Injury Unit)
0300 421 8770, daily 8am-8pm
N Cots. District, Community First Responders,
Notgrove Training Centre, SJA, Bourton-o-t-Water
3rd Monday at 7.30pm. You can train to be a CFR in this area,
William Warmington 01608 651886
N Cotswold St John Ambulance & St John Cadets
(from age 10) Meets at Bourton Thurs 7–9pm. 01451 820570
Police Station
High Street, Stow on the Wold. Mon-Fri 08.30–16.30.
Non-emergency 101, Emergency 999

Bledington Music Festival
www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk
Blockley Brass Band
Friday 7.30–9.30 pm St George's Hall. Sec: Rachel Galt 01386 841677
Blockley Ladies Choir
Tues 7.30–9pm Little Village Hall. Sec Meriel Swain 01386 701591,
meriel1964@btinternet.com
Burford Singers
www.burford-singers.org.uk
(Box Office The Madhatter Bookshop, High St Burford)
Campden Music Society
Carol Jackson – concert mgr cra.jackson@virgin.net
Cotswold West Gallery Group
Annette Smith 01451 830160
Kingham Choral Society
Derek Woods 01608 658738
Naunton Music Society
Barbara Steiner 01451 850897 info@NauntonMusic.org.uk
Stow Youth Singers
(Ages 9+) Linda Green – 01451 830327
Fridays Term time, 6–7pm at St Edwards Church, Stow

Breathe Easy Groups (British Lung Foundation)
2nd Tues/monthly 2–4pm. 01451 822102/810520
Baden Powell Hall, Bourton o/t Water
Cotswold District Council
Trinity Road, Cirencester. 01285 623000 www.cotswold.gov.uk
County Cllr Nigel Moor
01386 700240/07778 207034 Nigel.moor@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Shire Hall, Gloucester GL1 2GT
District Cllr Merryl Phillips
01285 623808/01608 651148. merryl.phillips@cotswold.gov.uk
District Cllr David Penman
01285 623808/01451 830479. david.penman@cotswold.gov.uk
Glos Rural Community Council
Marilyn Cox 01452 528491 marilync@grcc.org.uk
gloscc@grccorg.uk www.grcc.org.uk
Moreton Area Centre
High Street, Moreton 01608 650881. moreton@cotswold.gov.uk
Stow Town Council
Stow Council Office, Stow Youth Club, Stow, GL54 1AB
01451 832585 onfo@stowonthewold.net
Village Agents
maureeng@villageagent.grcc.org.uk. stevew@villageagent.grcc.org.uk

Breathe Easy Groups
3rd Weds / month, Baptist Church Rooms, Bourton on the Water.
01451 822102 07845 542336
Cotswold Volunteers (a local charity helping disadvantaged people)
Jane Winstanley CEO 01285 658802, jane@sc-vs.com
Essential Skills in Moreton-in-Marsh, run by YES
Mondays & Tuesdays at the library. Sally 07988531774
Fair Shares, N Cotswolds Community Time Bank
01608 812338 northcots@fairshares.org.uk
Friends of Stow Surgery
01451 832200 & 830610
Glos Association for the Blind
Moreton Area Centre, High St, Moreton Mondays 10am–1pm
01242 221170. steph.mckeever@glosblind.co.uk
Home-Start N Cotswolds
Family Support Charity 01451 831781
Kate’s Home Nursing (palliative nursing care at home)
Robert Barnett 01451 870349 www.kateshomenursing.org
Medical Detection Dogs (charity no 1124533)
Oxon and Cotswold Volunteer Support group. Organising fundraising
events and talking to local groups. 01993 831909
oxon.supportgrp@medicaldetectiondogs.org.uk
Moore Friends
Secretary, Sheila Thorpe 01451 822846 sheila@bobblefarm.co.uk
N Cotswold Community Radio
Old Police Station, Chipping Campden, www.nothcotswoldonline.com
N Cotswold Neighbourhood Watch
Non-emergency 0845 0901234 www.northcotswoldsnw.co.uk
N Cotswold Support Group – Parkinson’s UK
Mike Winter 01451 831194
RNLI N Cotswold Branch
Chairman Diana Porter 01451 830508
The Cotswold Listener talking newspaper for the visually impaired.
01242 252072. admin@cotswoldlistener.co.uk
The Stroke Association (Age UK)
Louise Read 01452 520723, louise.read@stroke.org.uk
U3A – Bourton & District
Sec Janet Prout 01451 821478
YHA Stow on the Wold
www.yha.org.uk. Manager Dawn Rankin. stow@yha.org.uk

sports & outdoor

business associations & Groups

local clubs, societies, associations and charities

Adlestrop Cricket Club
Mr S/N Kean 01451 831458
Bourton Vale Cricket Club
Philip Winter 01451 821920 philip@inkshed.vispa.com
Bourton Badminton Club
Monday evenings 6.30–10pm. 07840 113477 bourtonbc@gmail.com
Bourton Hockey Club
Chairman Stuart Colmer 01451 821921/07900028732
Home fixtures at the Cotswold School, The Avenue, Bourton-on-the-
Water, GL54 2BD
Bourton Roadrunners Tuesday & Thursday evenings at Bourton
Leisure Centre, 7.00 and 7.30pm. Info on adult sessions Lynn Hudson
01242 820920,. Juniors meet at Cotswold School, Tuesdays, 7pm.
Richard Bufton 01451 824379/ Chris Hartley 01451 830015
Cotswold Walkers
Sarah Clifton-Gould 01285 623450
Every Thurs 2pm Moreton Area Centre
Wed 2pm Bourton Parish Church. Alan Robinson 01451 821067
Great Rissington Archers
Sat 10.30am at Gr Rissington Social Club (+ Weds 6.30pm in summer)
Michael Ebelthite 01451 824161, Niall McIntosh 01451 870221
London Chinatown TaeKwondo
Weds 6.30pm kids and families, 7.30pm teens and adults
Redesdale Hall, Moreton 0751 7437300
Moreton Badminton Club
Mike and Joyce Rees 01608 650825
Moreton Bowls Club
Stow: Mike Wainwright 01451 830 444 mikeswainwright@hotmail.com
North Cotswolds Aikido Club
Thursday nights 8-10pm.Village Hall, Naunton, GL54 3AS. 07554
252021 www.northcotswoldsaikido.co.uk
North Cotswold Cycling Club
Club Secretary: Fiona Barnett, 01608 650217
N Cotswolds Youth Cricket Club
Shaun Williams 01608 652138 www.nycc.co.uk
Stow Badminton Club
Forbes Campbell 01451 832188, Dennis Fisher 01451 830068
Stow Cricket Club
Captain Ash Andrews 07891 536418
ashandrews@yahoo.co.uk, http://stowotw.play-cricket.com/home
Stow Rugby Club
Tim Bevan/Liz Fraser/Andrew Cartlidge www.stowrfc.co.uk
Tae Kwon Do Assoc of GB
Lee Chapman 07977 560086. Tues 6.30 Adults, Thurs 6.30 Juniors,
7.30 Seniors, 8.30 Adult Self Defence
info@combinedselfdefence.co.uk / www.combinedselfdefence.co.uk

Cotswold Business Clubs
Cotswold Business Centre, sharonhooton@ymail.com
Stow Fund
Trustee Robert Barnett
Tesco Community Champion
Ann Lattimore stowonthewold@communityattesco.co.uk
07514 408598
WIRE Network (Women in Rural Enterprise, N Cots)
Emma Heathcote-James. www.wire.org/networks 01386
831379/07977 226025



62

GREYHOUND
STOVES

Biomass Heating Systems
Contemporary & Traditional Woodburners 

Multi Fuel • Gas Stoves  • Fireplace Surrounds &
Accessories  • Chimney & Fireplace Construction 

Rayburn Cookers 
Boiler Stoves, • Central Heating Systems 
OFTEC • Gas Safe • HETAS Engineers 

Monday - Friday 09.00 - 17.00  |  Saturday - 10.00 - 15.00
Sunday and Bank Holidays - Closed

T: 01608 682628
E: greyhoundstoves@btconnect.com  |  www.greyhoundstoves.com

10 Blackwell Business Park, Near Shipston-on-Stour
Warwickshire CV36 4PE

The purpose of this awareness day is to promots safe and
responsible use of the internet, the week aims to teach young
people about how to keep themselves safe online. From
school assemblies and questionnaires to informative leaflets
and talks from members of the police on the dangers of
internet bullying, all aspects of e-safety will be covered.
There are lots of things you can do to get involved to help
raise awareness of the day in your local community.   And if
you visit the official website you will be able to order an
information pack for your school so that students can all take
part in this important awareness day.

There are also competitions for young people to get involved
with, like internet safety quizzes and a Safer Internet Day
poster competition.

You can also raise awareness in your own community, doing
anything from delivering leaflets to hosting a parents session
to discuss any issues or questions they may have.

AD PAgES
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STOW TIMES, MORETON TIMES, BOURTON TIMES
& CHIPPING NORTON TIMES
ADvERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN EvERY EDITION OF ALL 4 MAGAZINES FOR AS

LITTLE AS £12/MONTH

Local Business Directory
Entries are for a calendar year (eleven editions) and priced per business.  Your

advert can include photos and logos as well as text - 

IT’S STRAIGHTFORWARD AND SIMPLE 

SMALL BOX = 15mm high x 60mm wide (1 column) £ 120/ year or £ 72/6

months minimum at £ 12/month 

LARGE BOX = 33mm high x 60mm wide (1 column) £22/month (by DDM) or
£220/year

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED. FOR INFORMATION or TO BOOK YOUR
ENTRY
07789 175 002 or editor@stowtimes.co.uk

M & H CARE SERVICES
Personal Care & Support. NVQ Qualified & fully insured.
07540 237948  /  0778 552 5640

CARE & SUPPORT IN YOUR OWN HOME.
Experienced mature lady. Reasonable rates.
01451 850294 / 07890 187164 

Clothes & Curtain/Alterations

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Animals & Pets 

Florist

ALLIUM FLORIST www.alliumflorist.co.uk
More than just Flowers

1 Oxford Street, Moreton-in-marsh, GL56 0LA Tel 01608 650630

COTSWOLD MARQUEES LTD
Tel 01608 686900 

www.cotswoldmarquees.co.uk

JCY Locksmith Services
Locked out | Lost keys | Key wont fit?

Call John (24/7) 01451 861808

Photography

Cleaning & Cleaners

Marquees

Property & Garden Services

Professional Services

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY. 0145186012
maria.lizana@yahoo.co.uk
Competitive Prices - Album│CD│A4 photo canvas.

Oliver Bridge Architect
Fine Quality Traditional Architecture.

New Houses, Extensions, Garden Buildings.
www.oliverbridge.com

Local Business Directory
For Stow Times, Moreton Times, Bourton Times and Chipping Norton Times

DOG IN THE COUNTRY
Doggie Walks, Boarding Services, Grooming & Vet Visits. Contact Jonathan,

Matthew or Natasha - 07977 586 126
Mail@doginthecity.co.uk | www.doginthecity.co.uk

Batsford Timber Ltd – Fencing & Sheds
01608 651096. www.batsfordtimber.co.uk

GRIMEBUSTERS 01993 868924/ 07778 298312
Professional service at unbeatable rates

HOUSES: Holiday Cottages, Private Homes,
One-Off cleans. Call Katie/Carly  01608 659514 / 0796 4444 283

Dog Walking/ Sitting Service
Telephone Carol 01451 820661 

CONFIDENTIAL, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING
at the Breakspeare Clinic
Milton-under-Wychwood. 01993 830913. 
Elaine Russell-Jarvie P.G. Dip. Counselling & Psychotherapy.  MBACP.

Home Care

SHIRLEY - REGULAR RESPITE CARE. CRB.
INSURED.  EXPERIENCED.  01451-821-626 Matt Fergyson

Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Marsh Flowers
FLOWERS FOR...

Weddings, Sympathy, Every Day
Excellence in Design, Service & Value 

High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 0AD
01608 652234

marshflowers@gmail.com 

Domestic, Commercial and Industrial Work
Fixed Wire inspections for Business and Landlords.

Electric Boilers and Heating Energy efficient Lighting

01451 861758   07866458044
davidelectrics@btinternet.com

From Re-Wires to Changing a Light Bulb
‘Watt ever you Want!’

dave payne electricians

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

Dr R J Davis  HCPC Registered CH 17482

For all your Foot / Lower Limb Healthcare needs

Clinics in Stow ; Chipping Norton ; Bloxham

Home visits available throughout all Cotswolds area

Tel. 01451 831277 or 07776136208

email rdavis@stowchiropody.fsnet.co.uk
Beautiful Handmade Curtains and Blinds
www.jackie-whitehill-handmade-soft-furnishings.com

Stow on the Wold    Tel: 078376 02004
BERNIE’S ALTERATIONS – 35 yrs experience 
Tel 01451 833831 or 07768 305427

AD PAgES
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