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WHAT’s GOING ON LOCALLY?
Talk Community with the NHS, Stow VIC, Choirs,
Macbeth, catch Kristin Scott Thomas and Colin
Firth in your Rural Cinema

Get out in the fresh air… bluebell woods, teas on
the green, market days & open gardens.

Sport…football, rugby, tae kwon do, Easter
Holiday sports coaching

Your letters & Emls 
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10th ~ 12th April : Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
12th April : Easter Sunday Jazz Lunch

20th ~ 25th April : “St Georges Week” (themed menu) 
27th April ~ 2nd May : Fosse Manor Fish Week

Please telephone for details - booking essential

L O O K  O U T  F O R  M A Y  E V E N T S

A P R I L  E V E N T S

Website: www.thekingsarmsstow.co.uk   Email: info@thekingsarmsstow.co.uk   Telephone: (01451) 830364

AWARD WINNING NASEBY RESTAURANT

GREAT STAFF AND SERVICE

REAL ALES & FINE WINES

LOCALS ALWAYS WELCOME!

ROOMS FROM £79 B&B

APRIL SPECIAL OFFERS

TWO COURSE SET MENU £10

THREE COURSE SET MENU £12

BOOK NOW

Congratulations! To Paul Smith of Moreton-in-the-Marsh who won the Kings Arms Cheltenham Tipster Competition 2009
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Thank you to all our contributors, writers, sources of
information and deliverers.

Extra copies of Stow Times are generally available at Stow
Visitor Information Centre and in The Library.

From the Editor 
Good News!
It certainly didn’t hit the headlines, but the third
week in March was British Tourism Week, and Tom
Wright, Chief Executive of Visit Britain, did the
rounds of studios and press conferences in an effort
to raise awareness. With a lot of industries shutting
their doors and cutting back on hours, tourism is a
natural antidote to the blues. In the Cotswolds we
have the scenery, the history, the shopping and the
food – in fact there’s not much that the Cotswolds
can’t offer to attract visitors and persuade them to
spend their money here.    

With a predicted 56% increase in the number of
Brits taking UK holidays & short breaks, plus the
positive side of sterling’s slide down the currency
charts bringing more foreign tourists into UK, we
could find ourselves having a long and busy tourist
season. What perfect timing! Just what the doctor
ordered to give us all a lift! 

Looking through this month’s edition you will spot
a number of snippets of Good News, and lots of
lovely springtime events as well. There are plenty of
ways to enjoy Easter, and they don’t all involve
easter eggs (although there are quite a lot of egg
hunts this year for the younger members of the
family). If you know of events being planned by
your club or group for May, or are involved in
fundraising for the community, don’t forget to let
us know so that we can mention it in our Events
pages….we are really bad at guessing!  

Our copy date is generally the 16th
of the month.

A Thank You this month to the MT/ST ‘backstage’ crew,
who are invaluable – Diana for helping with research
and collation, Jules our designer, a small and wonderful
group of writers and contributors, and Chris who keeps
the admin up together. Teamwork is wonderful!

Best wishes, Jenni Turner Editor

Telephone Stow Times on

07789 175 002
(The phone will take your messages too –

leave your name & contact number and we
will return your call.) 

email STOW TIMES on 
stow-times@dial.pipex.com

www.stowtimes.co.uk

STOW TIMES

LOCAL INFORMATION & EVENTS

16 Village Halls & Rural Cinemas

17 Church Services over Easter

20 Local Authorities Information – Town etc etc etc

21 Stow Town Council Notes, CDC services at Moreton

Area Centre 
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INFORMATION –
Who wants it?   Who needs it?

The imminent closure of the VIC in Stow on 16th April has generated some strong
feelings as well as highlighting a few key issues:

• The overwhelming view of residents, businesses and visitors is that Stow needs
to retain this valuable facility, in Stow and operating in a similar manner

• To be both user-friendly and effective (and they go hand-in-hand) it needs to
be ‘manned’ 

• It is likely that volunteers could be needed to run an information centre.

The strong feelings are generally directed against CDC who put themselves in the role
of ‘villain of the piece’, not least because of the lack of two-way communication that
catapulted the closure into the headlines when it was announced a few months ago.
Whether CDC believe it is justified or not, residents and businesses feel that ‘Stow
has been hit again’, without any consultation on the effect on the market towns of
reducing VICs in the District. 

In April 2005 Caroline Fisher wrote in The Echo, in letters over an inch tall, ‘Protests
reverse tourism cutbacks’. She said “Cotswold District Council has climbed down on

proposals to slash funding to tourism. It has thrown out controversial decisions to
cut funds to Stow on The Wold, 

Bourton on the Water and Cirencester visitor information centres, and ask
communities to make up the shortfall.”  

Stow’s VIC was reprieved at that time, but funding was cut to Bourton, Chipping
Campden and Cirencester VIC’s. Bourton on the Water Chamber of Trade raised a
share issue to fund their centre with a small and reducing grant from CDC – they
worry about its future. Chipping Campden found a corner for their VIC in the
community-owned Old Police Station where it is run by volunteers with a small and
reducing grant from CDC, and they worry about its future. CDC moved the
Cirencester VIC into their Council Office and it is manned by council staff. All three
VICs use Stow, ‘the Cotswolds VIC’, for information and support – and Stow exceeds
all the other VICs in the District put together in its visitor numbers, with the
exception of Cirencester.   

So anyone would have thought that it must be worthwhile keeping a VIC open in
Stow. A healthy tourism industry keeps local hotels, B&Bs, pubs and restaurants in
business, as well as shops and services…in Stow that describes most of our local
businesses. This year, with a much cheaper British pound, more tourists from both
the UK and abroad will be vital to the ongoing payment of business rates, let alone
jobs and profits. 

The footfall in Stow VIC s made up of a wonderful mix of locals, semi-locals, UK and
foreign visitors. Shoppers, ladies on days out from Cheltenham and Oxford, families,
weekenders, second-homers, ‘resident’ holiday makers and tourists. The quiet gray
afternoon late in January that I was there something was going on all the
time…there wasn’t time for tea. The door opened, the phone rang, things needed to
be done - all the time. Train times and tickets were booked with London theatre
tickets, coach timetables to Bath, accommodation was considered, enquired about
and booked, one for that night and another for a weekend, with short stay
information, day trips, brochures and event guides handed out, picked up and taken
away. Cards were sold, gifts, calendars, books and maps are all there too. Directions
were given for public loos, the bus stop and the phone box. Friends dropped
in…there wasn’t time to talk to them for long. Time flew!  

The VIC is definitely a ‘people business’ and a lot of what I saw would not have
happened without the person behind the counter. Each visitor ‘bought’ because they
received a valuable personal service - in Stow.  Veronica Woodford and the team are
skilled and experienced at what they do, removing them and the service they offer
seems senseless. Continued page 35.

i
The Visitor Information Centre in Stow

Hollis House, The Square, Stow on the Wold
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STOW ON THE WOLD
TAXI SERVICE

6 SEATER GALAXY
• AIRPORTS • STATIONS
• HOSPITALS • COURIER SERVICE

LOCAL OR LONG DISTANCE

TONY KNIGHT – 07887 714047
info@stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk
www.stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk

THE SWAN INN - 01608 650711
High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. GL56 0LL

£6.95
(£4.00 Children)

ONLY
Adult

Weekend
Carvery

available
SATURDAY 12 noon - 8pm

SUNDAY 12 noon - 6pm

CAPPACCINO
CONNECTIONS

1st Friday, every month

An informal, drop in session 
for Athena members and non-members –

An opportunity to make contact with lots of local business ladies. There is
no meeting fee (you pay for your favourite beverage), no structure and you

are welcome to turn up at anytime….10.30 am-12 noon

The Beagle Bar, Manor House Hotel, Moreton

The Unicorn

2 Course Lunch £12.00 (except Sundays)
Traditional Sunday Roast
Locally Sourced Produce

Open for Lunch and Dinner every day
Open for meals all day Saturday

Ample Parking | Secluded Garden
Good Food Guide Recommended -

AA Rosette for Quality of Food.

The Unicorn | Sheep Street | Stow on the Wold | GL54 1HQ
01451 830257 | www.birchhotels.co.uk

The Unicorn | Sheep Street | Stow on the Wold | GL54 1HQ
01451 830257 | www.birchhotels.co.uk

New Sunday Lunch Menu
now available

2 Courses
from £10.00

Ample Parking | Secluded Garden
Good Food Guide Recommended - AA Rosette for Quality of Food.
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Lower Clopton
Farm Shop

“Our produce hasn’t travelled a thousand miles”
Exceptional lamb & beef from our farm

Fresh bread & pastries daily from our baker on-site
Home cooked meats and local cheeses

Eggs collected daily from our free range hens
Luxury chocolates for Easter

Your one stop shop for an unbeatable Easter lunch
Exciting New Farm Trail - due to open May 2009

Open Tues to Fri 9.30 - 5.00 Sat 8.30 - 4.30 Free Parking

Tel: 01386 438236 www.lowerclopton.co.uk
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W
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£1 OFF a shop of £10 or more with this ad (expires April 30th 2009)
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Mary’s Laundry Ltd
High Street, Bourton on the Water, GL54 2AR 

Tel 01451 820808

Let us take away those wash-day blues –
and take a load off your mind

Mary’s Laundry is a friendly
family owned and operated business
serving Bourton on the Water and the
surrounding area. We take away your
washday blues. Gentlemen’s shirts are
a speciality and we offer first class
cleaning for suits, dresses, gowns, ties,
etc., as well as curtains, feather and
fibre duvets and cushions. 
– Expert Staff
– Same Day ‘Quick Wash’
– Complete Laundry Service
– Personal Touch

Our Specialities
Dry cleaning
Gentleman’s shirt service
Light commercial laundry for
restaurants, hotels and guest houses
Dry & fold, Ironing
Alterations and repairs
Friendly customer service
Horse rugs laundered and re-proofed
Tack room washables
All commercial enquiries 

Excellence is Our Standard

V                             V V V

CHANGING MINDS
WORKSHOP

Presents

“Stop living in the past”
A comprehensive analysis of why some people live in the past, and an investigation

of this connection with depression and anxiety.

At this workshop Special guest speaker “Dee Murray”, leading Consultant
Psychotherapist, will introduce you to a life changing technique which will enable

you to focus clearly on a bright new future.

Also, Professional Image Consultant “SueTrevaskis” will give her introduction into
how colour affects the way we feel and the best tips for image make-overs!

This workshop will benefit and fascinate anyone who has a keen interest in

Psychology, human behaviour and a desire to look and feel great

Places are limited so please book early to avoid disappointment and invite a friend.

FRIDAY APRIL 24th 2009 10am 4.30pm
Buffet lunch included.

Please call 01608 674 343 (or mobile 07730 660977)
for ticket information and directions to theVenue:

Hogg’s Barn, Chastleton, Moreton in Marsh.
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New Programme
now available for people with only

1 stone to lose!

If you have been inspired by Dawn’s story
and would like to find out more about LighterLife please call

Mandy on 01386 48610 or visit www.lighterlife.com
1 0 3  H I G H  S T R E E T ,  E V E S H A M ,  W O R C S .  W R 1 1  4 E B

“MY weight had always been a problem,
especially through my teenage years. Despite the
fact that I was a dancer and actively joined in
sports, eating the wrong foods and turning to
food for comfort was an issue for me.

After many faddy diets and rigorous exercise, I
managed to lose weight briefly but then after the
birth of my son, put the weight straight back on
again. This weight was to remain with me and no
matter what I tried, I could not seem to lose it. 

Over the following years, the weight just kept
creeping up gradually and, before I knew it, I
could hardly recognise the person in the mirror.

Who could this be? Surely
not me? 

I loathed what I saw and
found myself unable to find
attractive clothes to fit. Even
when I did find clothes, I
never liked how they looked
on me. Then, my fiancé was
killed in a road accident and I
was left to bring up my son
on my own. Feeling down
and low, food offered me
comfort once again for brief
moments... until I saw myself
in the mirror. 

Last year, a friend told me about someone
she knew who had done Lighterlife and lost
weight in a very short space of time. This
sounded like the answer for me, as I was too
impatient to lose a pound a week. I made
contact with the counsellor and attended an
introduction session. 

This was definitely the programme for me and
I started as soon as I could. The weight dropped
off me in no time and I could see the results
before my eyes! People were noticing and my
clothes were suddenly getting too big for me. I
actually started to believe that I could be a slim
person! 

In just six months I lost six stone and went
from size 20 to size 12. I could hardly recognise
myself and when friends saw me, they were
overwhelmed by the transformation. 

I now feel energetic, going dancing and to the
gym, and have never shopped for clothes so
much in my whole life. The amazing feeling of
being able to shop anywhere and clothes actually
looking good on me is second to none. 

My confidence and self-esteem
have grown tremendously and to
my delight, I have now met the
man of my dreams!”

DAWN

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

My Lighterlife story

“I lost
6 Stone
in just 23
weeks”

Mandy Lippett
Evesham

01386 48610

1 STONE

OR M
ORE

OVERWEIGHT

LOSE WEIGHT

FAST W
ITH

LIGHTERLIFE

Mandy Lippett Lighterlife
counsellor for the Evesham
area, says:

“I am privileged in my role
as a counsellor to see the life-
changing effect losing weight
has on people. The change in
Dawn has been dramatic and
wonderful to observe.
Watching her has been like
watching a butterfly emerge
from a chrysalis. Both
physically and emotionally, she
is now a very different person. 

Dawn is now managing her weight well, as
she has learned which foods and emotional
situations were the trigger for her overeating and
this insight will continue to help her manage her
weight in the future. With her slim and new-
found self-confidence she is now living the life
she has wanted to for a long time, reviving her
social life and entering into a new relationship.”

With Spring almost upon us and the thoughts of shedding those shape forgiving winter woollies
theres never been a better time to join LighterLIfe. I will be delighted to invite you along to an
information session so that you can find out more about LighterLife and how it might help you
with your weight issues. Up until recently LighterLife has only been available to those with 3 stone
or more to lose but, with the introduction of the new LighterLife Lite programme anyone wanting
to lose a stone or more (BMI 25+) will be able to join.

Dawn before
LighterLife
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STOW ON THE WOLD PRIMARY SCHOOL
From Amy W Edwards

Bad hair day 13 March (for Red Nose day)
Children wore ‘wild hair’ to school and donated 50p each for
the privilege. (Last year we did this and the children showed
up in wigs and with hair in all the colours of the rainbow, so
we expected it to be interesting!)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS at Stow Primary

Easter Tea – Thurs 2 April
The children prepare food and decorations for an Easter Tea
they share with a grandparent or an elderly member of the
community. 

PTA Ladies Pamper Day, Friday 15th May
A fun and relaxing evening with treatments and treats from
Spirit Organic & Daisy Dix and many more.  

01451 832 206 or sandra@smadar.co.uk

PTA Community-wide Table Top Sale, 6th June 
Book a table or stall and join in. Whether you clearing the
attic, selling crafts and gifts, honey or cards.    

01451 831 385 or amy@co27communications.com

Sophie 

Mrs Jeffrey (L) and Mrs Neville (R) with Class 1 children

Class 2 girls
and boys 

Jamie, Joseph and Max

SWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL
From Judy Morgan, School Administrator

Supermarket Visit
Year 6 pupils (age 10) were invited by Mr Phil Truman,
Store Manager, to visit The Cooperative super-market in
Bourton on the Water. 

The children learnt about Fair Trade along with food
sourcing and local suppliers.  

Both Swell School and The Co-operative Store feel it is
very important that children learn at an early the age
about the source of their food.

The photograph shows (left to right) Phil Truman (Store
Manager), Phoebe Roberts, Gabby Dickinson, Rowan
Heritage, Matilda Loader and Elliot John.

Red Nose Day – 13th March
The children of Swell Primary School (ages 4 to 10
years) joined in the Red Nose Day fund raising activities.
The children were invited to wear anything 'Funny and
Red' to school instead of their normal school uniform.
Costumes included cowboys, superman, witches and
Elvis – and of course lots of red hair and noses! They
raised a total of £50.00 for this worthwhile charity.

North Cotswold Area
Cross-Country Championship

Members of the School Running Club have taken part in
the North Cotswold Area Cross-Country Championships
today held at The Fire College Moreton in Marsh.
Twenty local primary schools took part in this event with
a approx. of 400 runners.The course was 1500 m long.
We are very proud to announce that Phoebe Roberts
and Gabby Dickinson came in the top 20 runners in the
girls race. 

Photo shows the Schools runners with their coach 
Nick John.
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Tag Rugby Tournament
Better organisation and lots of practice brought its reward with a joint first at the
district rugby tournament at Stow RFC, with only ‘tries scored’ keeping us from the top
trophy. Tom Pinkham scored a spectacular 14 tries!!

Cross-Country Run
We ran in the County Cross-Country qualifiers at Moreton Fire College. We are delighted
with Francesca Morrissey and Pete Andrews coming 13th and 16th respectively.  Every
child put in a really spirited run and we were particularly proud of how supportive the
pupils were of each other.

Internet Café
Every Monday between 2.00 and 3.00 pm, our pupils and staff will show you how to use
a computer and how to 'surf the net'.

Temple Guiting
Church of England School

David Ogden, Headteacher

admin@templeguiting.gloucs.sch.uk    01451 850304
www.templeguiting.gloucs.sch.uk

Call +44 (0) 1608 658999 or email admissions@kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk
to request a prospectus or arrange a visit.
Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, OX7 6TH

Boarding and day school for girls and boys from 11-18 yrs Join us at our next OPEN MORNING:
Saturday 2nd May 9:15am-1:00pm

Day students warmly welcome

We are responding to the increasing demand 
for day places by offering a five-day teaching 

week, transport and competitive fees.

Ours is an exceptional school with an inspiring 
history, stunning setting and ambitious plans

Vibrant Christian ethos
Superb pastoral care
Value-added across the ability range
Academic excellence
Specialist department for dyslexia, 
dyspraxia and dyscalculia
Excellent extra-curricular provision

www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk

Longborough Primary School 

& RED NOSE DAY
From Val Latham, School Administrator

The photo shows the children of Longborough
Primary celebrating Red Nose Day on Friday 13th
March by dressing in red and wearing red noses.
They raised approx £80 from the sale of red
noses and homemade cakes, which were kindly
made (the cakes not the noses!) and donated by
Susie Harris, one of our parents. They also had a
lot of fun.
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The Rotary Club of the North Cotswolds

Visit to Kandy Rotary Club, Sri Lanka 
by Rotarian Dudley Mills

Recently Dudley paid a visit to the Kandy Rotary Club to present
a cheque from the North Cotswolds Rotary Club for the
ongoing costs of education for five teenage students who were
orphaned in the dreadful Tsunami which hit the east coast of Sri
Lanka. The North Cotswold R.C. has sponsored the children for
four years and is committed to help to the end of their schooling
in 2010.  Dudley will visit the Kandy R.C. again in 2010 to hand
over the final cheque in this sponsorship activity.

The photograph shows Dudley with members of the Kandy
Club, presenting the cheque to the young Kandy R.C. President
Amirthagowrie (Gowri) Rajan

Age Concern gets a boost from the
Rotary’s Christmas Tree of Light appeal

Lucy Smith of Age Concern in Moreton, was recently handed a
cheque for £500 to assist the local Branch in its sterling work in
the North Cotswolds area. These funds were part of the £2,000
plus raised from last year’s very successful Tree of Light. Similar
sums have been passed to other selected charities for their work.  

The Rotary thanks Mike Gum of Stow Pharmacy, Di Marker of
Hartwells, Bourton-on-the-Water and Lucy Smith of Age
Concern in Moreton, for their help each year in displaying in
their shop windows, names of those remembered in the Tree of
Light activity.

Rotarian Phil Randall who started and runs the Tree of Light,
with the help of North Cotswold Rotarians, was one of those
who was unfortunate to be flooded in the dreadful floods of July
2007.  Consequently he decided to postpone the associated
schools colouring competition which he and his wife Carol also
organises. Living in a caravan made it difficult to run such an
activity! However all is well now and it is anticipated that the
colouring competition will be revived this year. Thanks Phil! 

Picture of President Will Mustoe giving a cheque to Lucy Smith
of "Age Concern" to support the charity and for all the help she
has given in the past years in connection with Rotary's "Tree of
Light" over the Christmas season.

Colin Brand Skittles Trophy

Recently the Royal British Legion and the R.C. North Cotswolds
met together for the first time to play a skittles match for the
newly presented “Colin Brand” trophy.  

Colin was a member of both Clubs before dying suddenly last
autumn. He was always advocating closer links between groups
in Stow – hence this new competition that will now be played
annually between the two Clubs.  

Unfortunately for the Rotary Club this year they lost(!) and The
British Legion walked away victors. Competition is now strong
and Rotary members are planning to practice to land the trophy
in 2010!

Colin’s daughter Jill was present at the event and presented the
trophy to the winning team.

Forthcoming Events

ROTARY YOUTH CONCERT
Saturday 25th April

7.30pm St Edward’s Church, Stow

This event, now held annually, gives the opportunity for finalists
from the Rotary Young Musician Competitions held in Bristol,
Cheltenham/Gloucester, South Cotswold District to perform in
our area. The standard of the young people who perform is very
high and this year, we can assure you, will be no exception.
Tickets are available from Rotarians, and from The Christmas
Shop in Bourton-on-the-Water (tel 01451 822622).  

The concert will raise funds for Rotary Foundation, which is
Rotary’s own charity enabling Rotary International to conduct its
worldwide programme of many activities aimed at alleviating
poverty and fostering peace and friendship world wide. PLEASE
come and support this very worthwhile event.

CHILDREN’S MULTI-SPORTS DAY 
Sunday 26th April 

Cotswold School

Plans for the annual multi-sports day are well in hand. This
event usually attracts a large group of young children, under
12yrs, who are coached and encouraged to participate in a
number of sports. Local schools have been contacted, but
anyone who has been missed out (or forgotten!) can contact
Rotarian David Marfell 

(tel 01451 830617) to see if there is any places left to
participate in this event.

StowTimes_April09.qxd  30/3/09  12:57  Page 10



11

The planning committee for the event is working hard to
make this a memorable occasion for the town and it is
hoped that many visitors will be attracted to attend the
numerous events that are planned.

Antiques Day – Friday 25th
Henry Sandon, of the BBC’s Antiques Road Show and
probably the world’s leading authority on Worcester
porcelain, has agreed to come and speak at a Festival
luncheon in St Edward’s Hall. Other associated activities
will be linked to this event, which will have the
involvement of many of those involved in the Antiques
trade in the town – and forms such an important sector of
the Town’s community.

Produce and Flower Show – Saturday 26th
Plans for this Show are falling into place and it is hope that
a schedule will be available in the near future so that all
those gardeners and allotment holders can plan to “scoop”
the major trophies that will be up for winning. It is a long
time since the town had such an event and it is hoped that
this could be the forerunner of a revived activity. The talk
is of renewed interest in growing produce and flowers and
the Show will hopefully prove to be something that both
beginners and experienced gardeners can plan for. SO –
get busy on your plots! This is perhaps an activity where
participating may be more fun than actually winning!!

Craft Stalls – Saturday/Sunday 26th & 27th
A varied range of different Craft Stalls will hopefully be in
the Town Square on the Saturday and Sunday of the
Cotswold Festival. These stalls will bring an interest and
educational facility to the planned gathering in The Square.
There will be a Royalist/Roundhead theme to the event
and we are hoping that as many people as possible will
enter into the theme of the Fayre and dress up for the
occasion. “Fun for all” is the main objective of the
Cotswold Festival – Watch this space for more details as
they are confirmed within the programme of events.

The Cotswold Festival has now established a Festival
website www.cotswoldfestival.com and as programme
details are confirmed these will appear on the
“Programme of Events”. Already details of the
photographic competition have been entered on the
website and the means whereby digital photographs can
be lodged for consideration in this competition, are given.

THERE IS MORE, MUCH MORE, TO COME!

CALENDAR COMPETITION
You are invited to submit photographs for The
Cotswold Festival calendar, which will be on sale at
and following the Cotswold Festival weekend of
September 25-27th. Briefly:-

1. Images may be taken over the coming months or drawn
from photographs taken in previous years

2. Photographs should be taken preferably in Stow-on-
the-Wold and its immediate vicinity or in the
countryside of the Cotswolds within about a distance of
10 miles of Stow.

3. Submitted photographs should, where possible, reflect
the spirit and nature of a particular month, and also
portray the Cotswold countryside, its life, craft and
history.

4. Photographs should be of digital format, of high quality
with sufficient clarity to be enlarged to A4 size.

5. If photographs contain a small number of easily
recognised individuals, written permission to use the
image in the calendar must be obtained from the
subjects. This does not apply to crow scenes.

6. The deadline for submission of photographs is likely to
be mid August (see website for confirmed date)

Full details of how to submit entries for the Calendar
Competition with final deadline are available on the
Cotswold Festival website www.cotswoldfestival.com
or by writing to Cotswold Festival Committee
(Calendar Competition); P.O.Box No 31, Stow-on-
the-Wold.

THE COTSWOLD FESTIVAL
STOW-ON-THE-WOLD

Friday 25th, Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th September 2009
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Help for the Elderly, 
at Home in Stow
It is a combination that we all hope we can achieve – old age
and independence – and the government is keen to help this
in order to reduce the heavy costs of residential care. Most
of us won’t be running marathons in our senior years but we
may not be ready to give up the ghost either. Sometimes, a
little assistance is needed and Cleeve Link Ltd, in line with
NHS and Social Services’ initiatives, has extended its well
established home care service to cover Stow-on-the-Wold
and Moreton-in-Marsh.

Cleeve Link responds to the increasing demand for care in
the home in Stow, Moreton and the surrounding areas.
Cleeve Link manager, Elaine Leroux says, “Cleeve Link has
expanded throughout Gloucestershire for 3 years now and
recently we started to receive enquiries from Stow and
Moreton residents asking whether there is an alternative to
living in a care home.  We now have numerous clients in the
area to whom we provide a personal service.”

Cleeve Link offers a wide range of help provided by qualified
and fully trained care staff. They can assist with washing and
dressing in the mornings, lunch time visits and help with going
to bed. A domestic service including laundry and shopping is
also available. Care can be from 30 minutes to 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year. Elaine adds, “All our care programmes
are different to suit the individual. Some of our clients opt for
domestic help twice a week, some need daily personal care
and increasingly many opt for a 24 hour live-in carer to
attend to all needs, enabling the client to stay in the comfort
of their own home.”

Respite Care
Cleeve Link also recognises
that it is important to provide
support for the family carers,
such as the husband or wife.
Constant caring can take its toll
on the family carer and the
initiative acknowledges this by
offering respite care so that the carer can take a break.  

This could be as little as a few hours off or, in the event
of illness, both the carer and the cared-for, can be looked
after in Cleeve Hill Nursing Home until they feel they are
well enough to go home.  Either way, the intention is to
combine the enjoyment and independence of living at home
with the reassurance that Cleeve Link will provide whatever
help is needed.

Choosing Carers
By welcoming a carer into their home, clients can keep a high
level of independence by working together as a team. It is
essential that a close bond is made especially where a carer
and client live together. The Cleeve Link team takes care to
consider clients’ needs and personal preferences when
choosing a carer or team of carers and always encourages
open and honest communication.  

Elaine continued, “In order to maintain the excellent quality
of care we are renowned for, steps are taken to ensure that
we recruit the highest standard of nurses and personal
assistants. The carer is carefully chosen based on their past
history with us, their qualifications plus their references,
which will have been checked by us as well as the Criminal
Records Bureau check (CRB). Once this selection process has
been successfully completed, a training programme is
undertaken which lasts until we are satisfied the carer is
capable of taking on the assignment. During the training
period, the carer will undergo evaluation testing to check
proficiency levels and to start the process of carefully
matching the carer’s qualifications, temperament and
personal attributes with the client’s needs to ensure a
successful relationship.”

Cleeve Link Limited
Cleeve Link Ltd and Cleeve Hill Healthcare Ltd, are small
family businesses operated by Mr and Mrs Flexer. A copy of
the most recent inspection report is freely available on
request and either the owners, or senior members of staff,
are always on hand to address any concerns or to discuss any
aspect of care. Mr Flexer comments, “Please don’t hesitate to
call us if you would like to discuss our home care or live-in
care service. We are here to help.”

For further information contact:
Elaine Leroux
Direct line 01242 662068
Cleeve Link Ltd, Cleeve Hill, 
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL52 3PW
www.cleevelink.co.uk

Advertising Feature
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Stow Clinic
1 Wells Barn 
Sheep Street 

Stow-on-the-Wold
GL54 1AA 

Tel: 01451 832275
stowclinic@btinternet.com 

Penny Castle
Reflexologist
Reflexology
Has been shown to be
effective for:

Back Pain, Migraine, 

Sleep disorders, Hormonal

imbalances, Sports Injuries,

Digestive disorders, Stress-

related conditions.

Indian head
The aim of Indian head
massage is to release the
stress that has accumulated in
the tissues, muscles and joints
of the head, face, neck.

Corinne Howe
HPC Reg Podiatrist
Chiropody
For the treatment of Corns,
Hard skin, In-growing nails,
Fungal nail, Athletes foot &
many more foot health
problems

Gait Assessment &
Custom Orthotics
Pain in your neck, hips, knees,
heels, feet?

Orthotics are a type of
insole worn in shoes made for
each individual need. They
help to realign the skeletal
structure and aid the function
of the foot, reduce stress and
strain on joints as well as
reducing the pain caused by
dropped arches, plantar
faciitis and many more painful
foot conditions.

Mr Chris Stevens
Reg Osteopath
Osteopathy & Cranial
osteopathy for babies
Osteopathy is a recognised
system of diagnosis and
manual treatment for many
dysfunctions of the human
body. Osteopaths are skilled
in treating Back and Neck
Pain, Arthritic pain, Sports
Injuries, Sciatica, Trapped
Nerves, Headaches, RSI,
Muscle Spasms, Joint aches
and pains and many more
conditions. Osteopaths treat
by using hands on techniques
such as joint mobilisation,
stretching and dry needling to
alleviate your pain naturally
and effectively. 

Susan Britton –
Acupuncturist
Acupuncture is a
component of traditional
Chinese medicine that
originated in China over
5,000 years ago. Acupuncture
can help with:

• Lower back pain

• Joint & Sports injuries

• Digestive disorders

• Allergies & Sinus
congestion

• Headaches & Migraine

• Menstrual disorders &
menopause

• Infertility (men &
women)

• Stress management

• Chronic conditions
(MS,ME etc)

• Arthritis
• and many other

conditions

TUI NA Massage
Along with acupuncture and
herbal medicine this is one of
the ancient  healing arts of
Traditional Chinese Medicine
(TCM) Tui Na (pronounced
“Twee nar”) is an invigorating
and deep  Chinese massage. It
uses special techniques to
stimulate your body’s
acupressure points.

Tui na is also a deeply relaxing
and rejuvenating experience.

For those who dislike needles
Tui Na is an excellent
alternative  treatment to
acupuncture.

No need to undress,

typically the recipient wears

loose clothing.

Cosmetic Acupuncture
Cosmetic acupuncture or
Facial Rejuvenation
Acupuncture has been used
for many hundreds of years to
reduce the signs of aging and
give a youthful glow to the
skin. It is a non evasive
treatment with no chemicals
or toxins used. 

Jackie Geddes
Beauty & Holistic
Therapist
• Pedicure & Manicure
• Massage

• Hot Stone
• Deep Tissue/Remedial
• Swedish
• De-stress
• Hand Massage
• Leg Massage
• Foot Massage
• Aromatherapy
• Pregnancy Massage
• Healing Hands –

(Reiki)
• Hopi Ear Candling
• Eye Lash Extensions
• Brighten your eyes –

Tinting & Perms
• Waxing & Electrolysis
• Deluxe Ampoule
• Deluxe Collagen
• Royal Thai Luxury

Body Treatment
• LHE Permanent Hair
• Reduction
• Non Surgical Facial
• Microdermabrasion

Facial    

Many more
treatments and
combinations

available including
Male Grooming

Stow Clinic offers a wide range of specialist
traditional and holistic treatments and therapies in a

friendly, peaceful and relaxing atmosphere.

Appointment times 09:00 – 17:00

(some evening bookings available)

Reception is open for enquiries and bookings

Monday to Saturday 10:00 – 14:00.

For enquiries and bookings at all other times please call

01451 832275
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COTSWOLD PC CLINIC
01608 812386
07979851183
tudor@cotswoldpc.co.uk

Having trouble with your email?
Internet does not work?

FOR ALL YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS

Save ££££’s on your internet and telephone bills.
Computer upgrades, repairs and 2nd hand computers.
Advice on where to buy your new equipment
PLUS Website Support all @ www.cotswoldpc.com

IT CONSULTANCY

From fixing & improving your PC 
to advice on what to buy

From Anti-Virus to Security, Broadband to WiFi 

FOR ALL YOUR COMPUTER NEEDS

Contact: Richard
Telephone: 01451 850782 or 07773 781112
Email: richard.miller@theextrahour.co.uk

THE EXTRA HOUR

Inspiring confidence and adding value

In a recession it’s even
more important to have

a great accountant!

Please contact us for a no obligation
meeting on 01608 650450

Kenton House, Oxford Street 
Moreton in Marsh GL56 0LA

enquiries@tayabalitomlin.com
www.tayabalitomlin.com

Regulated by the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England & Wales

Runners up in the UK’s Accounting Firm of the
Year Awards 2008/09, sponsored by AVN

DO YOU WANT 
YOUR HOUSE PAINTED?

Just joking! Would you like to commission a
line and wash drawing of your home?

For more details and to see samples of work
Contact Michael on (01993) 891 219

E-mail Michael@bullox298ef.wanadoo.co.uk
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Fingerposts
When I was researching the material for the last two editions of
Gutters to Gargoyles, on Mileposts and Turnpikes, it seemed to me
that looking at other street furniture might be interesting, too. I knew
that road signs had changed to become very modern in style, but I
had not realised just how much. So much so, that when I came to
look for fingerposts, I soon saw that there were not that many still
extant at our roadsides and cross-roads. 

So, what do I mean by a fingerpost ? Well, imagine a post with one or
more arms – known as fingers – pointing the distance to a near or far
location. If you are old enough, you will be seeing, in your minds-eye,
a white post some six or eight feet high, about six inches or 150mm
diameter, with white arms (or fingers) about 3 feet or one metre long
and about 4 inches or 100mm wide, displaying clear black writing in a
plain font. 

Looking back in history, it is perhaps surprising that, even in the
seventeenth century, more than 300 years ago, the erection of
fingerposts was controlled by law. Legislation was enacted in England
in 1697 which enabled magistrates to place direction posts at cross-
highways. Remember, of course, that not that many people could read
(beyond basic words), and perhaps they could recognise the name of
their village, and one or two villages or towns nearby. However, the
locals did not need a sign to direct them – most signs were of more
use to visiting travellers.

Imagine my amazement, when I read that it is believed that England’s
oldest fingerpost that still exists today (or probably a copy of the
original) is near to our towns. In fact, it is located on the A44 towards
Broadway and Evesham, where the road from Snowshill crosses the
main road and goes on to Chipping Campden as the B4081. You
might even recognise it when you see the photograph on this page.
You will see that the arms
actually have hands with carved
fingers on the end. Importantly,
two of the four distant towns are
spelt in an “olde Englishe” way
as Gloster and Woster, whilst
both Oxford and Warwick are
spelt as we spell them today. You
will also see that the date on the
fingerpost shows as 1669, some
28 years before the legislation. It
is thought that the post was first
erected by one Joseph Izod. Later,
the Highways Act of 1766 and
Turnpike Roads Act of 1773 made
the use of fingerposts
compulsory on turnpike roads.

In 1933, more legislation was
passed which required the posts,
or poles, to be painted in black
and white bands. Anecdotally,
one might hear of these

fingerposts being removed, or just turned round, during World War II,
to confuse any enemy forces wanting to use them for
navigation….just as one might have seen on television programmes
like “Dad’s Army”. Those signs that were removed, were apparently
replaced or renewed in the late 1940s.

More recent legislation requires fingerposts to round up (into whole
miles) the previously more accurate distances, which were often to the
nearest quarter or one eighth of a mile. Current legislation, from 2005,
requires that all remaining old fingerposts should now be retained,
rather than replaced, and repainted every five years.

I struggled to find any fingerposts which look like a traditional
Gloucestershire fingerpost – they did vary in design in different
counties around the country. Our own county posts should be of
octagonal metal, painted in bands of black and white, topped with a
white painted roundel with the word “Gloucester” in the top half and
“County” in the lower half. The fingers, or arms, are to be square-
ended with displays of destination names and mileage, to the nearest
quarter mile. Stow/Moreton Times would really like to receive your
photos of original Gloucester County fingerposts…..do you know
where there is one near Stow or Moreton ?

Look at the more modern sign illustrated – reasonably charmless,
don’t you think ? Many signs that I did see were very scruffy and
apparently unloved, in need of a simple clean in warm soapy water to
remove dirt and algae. Look also at the modern road sign to Chipping
Campden. This kind of sign was developed by a Government
committee chaired by Sir Walter Worboys in 1961 and brought into
legislation in 1964. The Warboys Committee also created the designs
for the main-road signage still familiar today on our A and B roads,
and the red triangle warning road-signs. Perhaps surprisingly, the idea
(as long ago as the 1960s) was to make our road signage conform to
European Standards and the Vienna Convention. 

Incidentally, through the wonders of research on the internet, it was
even possible to discover that there is a suburb of St Helens in
Lancashire, called…… Fingerpost ! 

The Prof

gutters togargoyles
The Prof continues his look at some of the historic landmarks in our communities

With thanks to 

www.stowonthewold.net

www.en.wikipedia.org

www.dths98.co.uk/james/fingerposts/
gloucestershire.php

www.fingerpost.org.uk

www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/tpm/tal/signsandsignals/
traditionaldirectionsigns.pdf.

and The VB, my research assistant
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Phil’s Walking Group is re-doing 
HADRIAN’S WALL – 8th-13th June

Staying at the splendid Gilsland Spa Hotel,
Gilsland. 5 nights DBB.

MONDAY: local coach pick-up. Ample lunch stop at York Railway
Museum (visit Minster too)
TUESDAY: from Brocolitia (mile castle 31) to Vercovivium Fort.
Lunch, then to Vindolanda (brilliant exhibition)
WEDNESDAY: Once Brewed. Aesica Fort. Carnvoran. Gilsland.
THURSDAY: Gilsland. Birdoswald. Lanercost Priory. Walton.
FRIDAY: Walton to Carlisle.
SATURDAY: coach home with non-motorway lunch break.

Four days wonderful walking, best L D paths in England!
Lunchtime opt-outs. Coach throughout.

Do ring for further details.
£336.00          01386-832095

Richard Price hosted Phil Smith at NCCR’s Chipping Campden studio.
online at www.northcotswoldonline.com

When the cheering at the Cheltenham Festival faded into the blue skies of mid
March, the man with arguably racing's most high pressured job dropped into
NCCR to open his record collection and talk about life in general.

Phil Smith is the British Horseracing Board's Head of Handicapping, responsible
for setting the handicaps for every horse and jockey taking part in many of the
flat and jump races across the country. He joined NCCR's Richard Price on the
programme 'Backtrackin' (on air every Saturday at 4pm), to share the music
that has formed the soundtrack to a fascinating life. 

Phil attended the same school as John Lennon in Liverpool, becoming a semi-
professional footballer and a formidable cricket and squash player while earning
a living as a maths teacher. A chance visit to Epsom races got him hooked on
the horses and triggered the transition from classroom to racetrack. His position
with The British Horseracing Board takes him to racecourses around the world,
although the Grand National in Liverpool gives him both the greatest pleasure
and the biggest headache!

Richard Price DJ’d the programme and said  it was surprise to hear everything
from Morrissey to Chris De Burgh in Phil’s music selection – also that he is a
really big fan of American Idol and The X Factor!  “Off air I probed him for
some tips for the National, but Phil declined, with a wry smile! He added that
despite his best efforts, in the National in particular, sheer luck plays a big part
and that, of course, is beyond even his control!”

Need help with
your

Tax Return or Payroll?

Contact

Robb Eden
for

Accounts Preparation & Analysis 
PAYE & Book-keeping

Vat Returns
Personal Tax
Sage Training
Business Tax

More than just accounts – a personal service
tailored to your needs. We will work with you

to get the best from your business.

01608 651802
robbeden@aol.com

It doesn’t seem long ago that we were celebrating Christmas yet here we are in
April, at the beginning of another tax year & for many it’s the time to get
paperwork in order. For employers it’s time to review payroll year-end data
including employee records. You should also check weekly or monthly data to see
whether you’ve missed anything out. Putting right incorrect information causes
more headaches than anything else, so do yourself a favour by checking this now
– before it’s too late.

If you’ve started thinking about setting up your own business April is a good time
to register as it’s at the beginning of the Tax Year. If you already know what you
want to do, but are uncertain about how to organise everything, it’s wise to make
an appointment to see your bank’s business manager. You should also consider
joining a local business group, who will help with advice & putting you in touch
with other like minded people, and you should definitely make an appointment to
see an accountant, or a solicitor if needed, at the earliest opportunity.

Maximising Profit. The beginning of the tax year is also a good time to think about
maximising profit in your business. Cash & profit are closely related and around
20% of your expenses are due to waste. By removing that waste the savings
become instant profit (and probably cash). Can you reduce your overheads? What
about your people and material costs? Do you know what profit you make each
month, each day – and where do you make your profit? It may be hard to believe
that 20% of your customers & 20% of your products (and services) generates 80%
of your profit. Getting your business under control is critical in tough times. Get it
right now & your business will grow & grow.

If in doubt either contact your accountant
or give me a ring for free, impartial advice.

Robb Eden is a director of FBL Limited, based in
Moreton-in-Marsh. He can be contacted via e-mail at
robbeden@aol.com or by telephone 01608 651802.

NCCR
North Cotswold

Community Radio

RACING CHIEF

DELIVERS A

FEW SURPRISES!
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EVENLODE VILLAGE HALL
adjacent to Green in quiet village

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE at reasonable rates

Ideal for pilates/yoga classes, children’s clubs and parties, receptions, presentations
and family events. Newly decorated; light and spacious. Modern kitchen & loos;
disabled access. New pull-down projector screen. Tables, chairs, china and cutlery

available. Please call Bill Hill on (01608) 650898

LONGBOROUGH & SEZINCOTE
VILLAGE HALL FOR HIRE

Main Hall & Annexe (Snooker Room) available separately/together. Good
decorative order. Pull down screen, extendable stage, table tennis. 

External Hire – tables/chairs/crockery/cutlery/short-mat bowls woods & 30'
carpet. Discounts for L & S Clubs.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT 01451 830218 01451 830218

WYCK RISSINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
Recently refurbished

A perfect Venue for Family Occasions
Beautiful rural location onto village green and pond. Seats 40 / dinner 
for 20. Disabled access & loos. Fully equipped kitchen inc dishwasher. 

Enquiries Call Liz Wright 01451 820232

DON’T MISS ODDINGTON VILLAGE HALL
But we don’t just have new signs! We have re-decorated, insulated the building,

installed double glazing and new lighting, bought comfy new chairs, new curtains
and blinds and resurfaced the floors. And our rates are STILL very competitive. Oh,

and it still seats 100, has a full kitchen and toilets, a stage and car parking.
To hire or find out more phone Anne on 01451 830817 

GET YOUR DATE IN OUR CALENDAR

SSTT  GGEEOORRGGEESS  HHAALLLL,,  BBLLOOCCKKLLEEYY
Fully Licensed Village Hall available for hire.

Seating capacity – 160 A fine village hall, recently refurbished and in
good decorative order. Large well equipped servery/kitchen. Toilets. 

Gas central heating. *Suitable for wedding receptions etc.

Enquiries: Brian Clayton – 01386 701528

CONDICOTE VILLAGE HALL
The perfect setting for that special occasion”

Recently built in Cotswold stone. Large car park, well
equipped kitchen, on the outskirts of the village.

Tel: 0011445511  887700338855 Come & see what we have to offer!

The newly refurbished STOW YOUTH CLUB 
is available for hire.

Facilities include: Two large rooms (will accommodate 50 – 60 people)
• Modern kitchen • Internet café with 12 computer terminals • Projector and screen

• pool table • table football, • Nintendo Wii • Disabled access and toilets 
• Rates negotiable for regular users. The club building is next to the Police Station on

the Fosse Way and accessed easily from the square.
For more details contact: Dilys Neill: dwshaneill@btinternet.com. Tel 01451 830656

Sarah-Jane Rich: richfamily_91@hotmail.com Tel 01451 830654

LITTLE VILLAGE HALL, BELL BANK BLOCKLEY
Quiet rural venue with modern facilities for exhibitions,meetings,

classes, conferences family parties, weddings, etc. suitable for 35-50
people. Reasonable charges, ample parking Tel: 01386 700 880

LOWER SWELL VILLAGE HALL
Traditional Cotswold VH on picturesque village green. Recently
refurbished – fully equipped kitchen, heating, tables & chairs,
disabled facilities, seats up to 70. Competitive rates (inc heating)
vary with use.

Tel: 01451 830578 Eml timk@mypostoffice.co.uk

RURAL CINEMAS

Slumdog Millionaire (15)
120mins  A young illiterate boy
looks to become a contestant on the
Hindi version of “Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire” The story follows his life
before and after the contest.  Early
booking recommended

Easy Virtue (PG) 93mins
From Noel Coward's witty play. An
aristocratic young Englishman (Ben
Barnes) presents his unconventional
American bride (Jessica Biel) to his
parents (Kristin Scott Thomas and
Colin Firth).

THE PLAYHOUSE, ST GEORGES HALL, BLOCKLEY
Thursday 23rd April

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.00 booked £.50 on the door

Advance tickets/queries 01386 701033

OLD SCHOOL VILLAGE HALL, BOURTON ON THE HILL
Saturday 25th April

EASY VIRTUE (cert PG)
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.00 including choc ice

Advance tickets/queries 01386 701901

VILLAGE HALL, BROADWELL
Tuesday 17th April

EASY VIRTUE (cert PG)
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.00 including refreshments

Advance tickets/queries 01451 831153

VILLAGE HALL, CHURCHILL
Saturday 9th May

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £4.00

Advance tickets/queries 01608 659067  stuart@cole6.freeserve.co.uk

SCREEN ON THE GREEN, VILLAGE HALL, ILMINGTON
Friday 24th April

EASY VIRTUE (cert PG)
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.00

Advance tickets from the Red Lion & Village Stores

VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE COMPTON
Tuesday 7th April

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE
Film 8.00pm  |  TICKETS £4.00 including tea/coffee

Advance tickets/queries 01608 674298

VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WOLFORD

Film to be confirmed

Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.50
Advance tickets/queries 01608 684223

VILLAGE HALL, LOWER ODDINGTON
Tuesday 17th April

EASY VIRTUE (cert PG)
Film  7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.00

Advance tickets/queries 01451 830817 or 830403

ST. DAVIDS CENTRE, MORETON IN MARSH
Saturday 18th April

EASY VIRTUE (cert PG)
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.00

Advance tickets/queries 01608 812338 or 652666

VILLAGE HALL, WYCK RISSINGTON
Friday 24th April

EASY VIRTUE (cert PG)
Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.50

Advance tickets/queries 01451 820232

ADLESTROP VILLAGE HALL
‘Yes, I remember Adlestrop...’

• Spacious, light, warm and colourful and available to hire for your special
functions, classes or any event – only £6 an hour.

• Discounted fees for long term bookings.
• Just redecorated it has a small stage, kitchen facilities, disabled toilet and

disabled access.
• Excellent parking.

Please phone 01608 658710 for bookings and further information.
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REVIEWS
Full Hearts and Empty Bellies by Winifred Foley
Paperback at £6.99
At Cotswold Bookstore, we will sell a mountain of this
book. How could we help enthuse about a biography of
such enchanting simplicity, especially when the author is
a child of the Forest of Dean, still one of the most
delightful parts of Gloucestershire. However, her
childhood was hardly delightful for there was great
hardship in the forest in the 1920s. Young Winifred, or
Poll, as she is known, finds joy in simple things among
the grinding poverty of the lives of her family and friends.
Though her childhood in the forest is the best of this
book, her teenage years in service also provide great
entertainment. A certain hit in Gloucestershire and a
wonderful read for all our visitors. 

Phoenix Squadron by Rowland White
Hardback at £17.99
Mr White’s ‘Vulcan 607’ was the gripping and
meticulously detailed story of the Vulcan which bombed
the runway at Port Stanley during the Falklands war.
Phoenix Squadron also describes a long distance flight
and is told with the same sense of drama and attention to
detail. The planes are two Blackburn Buccaneers, the
‘airfield’ is HMS Ark Royal. For the reader interested in the
minutia of the carrier and her aircraft, it is a fascinating
read despite the flight being only a demonstration of
power when, in 1972, it was thought that British
Honduras was under threat from Guatemala.

Because the demonstration was successful, this episode
in British military history remained almost forgotten,
until now.

Tonight We Die As Men
by Ian Gardner and Roger Day
Hardback at £20.00
This is subtitled, ‘The untold story of Third Battallion 506
Parachute Infantry Regiment from Toccoa to DDay’ and it
is not just another book rehashing the same facts and
interviews covered elsewhere. Firstly, it covers an aspect of
the Nomandy battle rarely mentioned. Because ‘Pegasus
Bridge’ is dealt with so frequently in most books, one
might think there were no other bridges to be captured
and ‘held until relieved’. This book sets this right. It is also
unusual in that it covers not only the success of the
operation, but also the many failures. This book conveys
the chaos, confusion and sometimes the cowardice on
display among the heroic deeds. A well researched and
presented addition to WW2 history.

20 High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh 01608 652666
COTSWOLD BOOKSTORE

EASTER!
Egg them on ....
with a good book!

EASTER!

First history of Evenlode
The people of Evenlode are celebrating the publication
of the first history of their village. The book, “Glimpses
of Evenlode,” relates the village’s life over 1500 years in
the context of English church and secular history. It
gives glimpses into lives of people who once lived in the
village from Saxon times to modern times. 

As the pages turn, the book tells of the Mercian Ridda,
the first known Lord of the Manor, and his wife Bucga.
In it, the story of Evenlode’s patron saint, Saint Edward
King and Martyr, descendant of King Alfred who burnt
the cakes; of Odo of Bayeux, stepbrother to William the
Conqueror’s; and the Deyvilles, Norman Lords for 300
years. The Reformation and the Commonwealth are
glimpsed, and a grandson of the Lord of the Manor dies
in battle as a Royalist officer.

How was the land enclosed? How much was the
Rector paid for allowing the “Old Worse and Worse”
railway across Evenlode’s land? What was wrong with
Evenlode’s water and how did the villagers fix it?
“Glimpses of Evenlode” tells these tales and others too.

Retired priest Canon Michael
Banks, formerly Chancellor of
Leicester Cathedral, spent 18
months writing the history. He
says, “I have enjoyed writing
“Glimpses of Evenlode”. It
began as a project when my
wife and I lived temporarily in
Evenlode after our home in
Moreton was flooded in July
2007. It gives me great
pleasure to see the villagers
who welcomed us,
welcoming my book.” 

“Glimpses of Evenlode” (£14.99) may be ordered from
Canon Banks c/o Church Office, The Upper Room,
Watery Lane, Broadwell, Glos. GL56 0UF 

Stow-on-the-Wold 01451 831829
Bourton-on-the-Water 01451 810700
info@wrightsfunerals.co.uk

W. J. Wright 
Funeral 

Director
Rectory House

High Street
Bourton-on-the-Water 

GL54 2AP 

SSeerrvviinngg  tthhee  
CCoottsswwoolldd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  

ffoorr  oovveerr  2255  yyeeaarrss

24 Hour Service 
Private Chapel of Rest
Memorial Consultant
Home Visits available
Prepaid Funeral Plan
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STOW-ON-THE-WOLD

BAPTIST
CHURCH

In the Community
for the Community

stowbaptist@gmx.co.uk

Sunday Services in
APRIL

SPEAKERS

April 5th
Alan Slough

April 10th (Good Friday)
Demis Foster at 10am
April 12th (Easter Sunday)

Michael Sellwood
April 19th

Ken Allport
April 26th

Ron Kemp

OPEN DOORS FOR ALL
Join us on any Tuesday,

10.30 -12noon 
Stow Baptist Community Hall
Companionship, conversation

and coffee.

Stow-on-the-Wold

Methodist Church

SUNDAY SERVICES 10.30am

All welcome

APRIL
Sunday 5th
Mr Bob Brock

Sunday 12th
Easter Sunday
Service @ 10am
Rev Alan Swann

Sunday 19th 
Rev Linda Brock

Sunday 26th
Rev Peter Kasteele

NO FELLOWSHIP
MEETINGS ARRANGED

FOR APRIL

For information contact

Jackie Palmer 
01451 822285

Graham Simms 
01451 822545

St EDWARDS CHURCH
Stow-on-the-Wold

APRIL

Thursday 2nd 10am Parish Prayers

SUNDAY 5th 8am HOLY COMMUNION
Palm Sunday 11am Sung Eucharist

6pm Choral Evensong 
with music & reading

Tuesday 7th 10am HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday 9th 10am Parish Prayers
Maundy Thursday 7.30pm HOLY COMMUNION

Good Friday 10th 12.00(noon) At The Foot of The Cross

SUNDAY 12th 8am HOLY COMMUNION
Easter Day 11am Sung Eucharist

6pm Sung Eucharist
Tuesday 14th 10am HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday 16th 10am Parish Prayers

SUNDAY 19th 8am HOLY COMMUNION
Low Sunday 11am Sung Eucharist
Easter 2 6pm Evensong 

Tuesday 21st 10am HOLY COMMUNION
Thursday 9th 10am Parish Prayers

SUNDAY 26th 8am HOLY COMMUNION
Easter 3 11am Matins

6pm Evensong

The Catholic Church
Mass Times 

for April

Our Lady, 
Help of Christians

Station Road, Bourton on the Water

Sunday Mass 8.30am

Our Lady & St Kenelm
Back Walls, Stow-on-the-Wold

Sunday Mass 10am & 6.30pm

For times of Confessions and other
information, please telephone 01451 830431

BURFORD TERCENTENARY
Quaker Meeting House 1710 – 2009

300th Anniversary Celebration 
of Burford Quaker Meeting House,

Pytts Lane, Burford, Oxon. 0X18 4SJ.

This year Burford Quakers (Society of Friends) are
celebrating the three hundredth anniversary of their
Meeting House, a simple and beautiful building that has
remained largely unchanged since the first stone was laid
in 1709. To mark the anniversary, Burford Friends have
organised a series of events and they would like to
welcome members of the public to the following:

APRIL 1ST TO OCTOBER 31ST
An exhibition of Quaker memorabilia

at Tolsey Museum, Burford High Street.
Weekdays – 2pm to 5pm

Sat & Sun – 11am to 5pm
Free Admission.

Sunday Meeting for Worship
in Burford Meeting House

11am to12pm. 
All are welcome.

Through their work, Quakers have touched the lives of
many people.  If you would like to know more about the
history of Burford Meeting House and the Society of
Friends, visit our website at www.burford-quakers.org.uk

To talk to someone about Burford Meeting House, in
the first instance contact Vi Welbourn, phone 01608
810854 or email zen155406@zen.co.uk

StowTimes_April09.qxd  30/3/09  12:57  Page 19



20

Stow on the Wold Town Council

Stow on the Wold Annual Town meeting
Wednesday 29th April at 7pm

Stow Primary School, St Edward’s Drive, Stow on the Wold

All residents are invited to the Stow Annual Town Meeting at 7pm on Wednesday
29th April at Stow Primary School.

This is not a Council meeting but an opportunity for residents to air their feelings to
Stow Council (& CDC & GCC representatives, if present). Council representatives
will give a brief summary of the past year & current plans, offering the public
opportunities to discuss items arising. 

Mike Corker – Stow Town Clerk

NEXT MEETINGS
Thursday 9th April

Residents are welcome to attend
meetings. Questions* from the public
relating to a proposal in discussion by

Cllrs may be taken prior to Council voting
on that proposal. General questions are

taken at the end of the meeting.

* A max of 3 minutes allowed. 

Town Councillors are available before &
after the meeting. District & County Cllrs,

representatives of Stow Police and local
Press regularly attend.

STOW TOWN
COUNCIL

Notes on the Stow Town
Council Meetings for

March

Notes of the meetings from
Mike Corker, Town Clerk, are 

included on p.21. 

Full Minutes of the meeting, associated
Committee meetings &

correspondence are available in the
Stow Youth Centre, George Alley, Stow.
There is a letterbox in the main door.

There is a mail box in Church Alley at
the rear of the building.

The Council Office is open Tues, Weds
& Thursday 10am-1pm 
(subject to meetings).

Pledges and Principles from the NHS Constitution covering the next 10 years – 
MAKING CONNECTIONS WITH COMMUNITIES.

On May 12th the NHS Southwest will be holding an informal discussion on the NHS Constitution. The aim is to hear and understand the views and thoughts of community
groups and individuals, and to discuss how this 10 year document is/can become relevant to them. 

10am to 1pm at the Anglo Asian Cultural Centre, 91 Barton Street, Gloucester GL1 4HR – lunch is provided

For details of the NHS Constitution please visit – http://www.nhs.uk/aboutnhs/Constitution/Documents/NHS_Constitution_accJan09.pdf
To book/for information contact Bren McInerney, Barton and Tredworth Community Trust on – 01452 553061 or 07940 045770 email:  brenmcinerney@hotmail.com

APRIL
Monday 6th April
Condicote (0915-0945), Longborough
(1000-1030), Bourton-on-the-Hill (1045-
1115), Todenham (1130-1215),  Draycott
(1400-1430) and Blockley (1445-1545)

Tuesday 14th April
Temple Guiting (0930-1000), Guiting
Power (1015-1115), Naunton (1130-1215),
Lower Slaughter (1315-1345), Upper
Slaughter (1400-1500) 

Wednesday 15th April
Little Rissington (1030-1115), Great
Rissington (1130-1200), Upper Rissington
(1300-1400), Westcote (1415-1515) and
Wyck Rissington (1530-1600)

Thursday 16th April
Bledington (0930-1030), Icomb (1045-
1115), Oddington (1130-1200),
Adlestrop (1300-1345), Evenlode (1400-
1445), Broadwell (1500-1530) and
Donnington (1545-1615).

C.D.C Committees
April
Members of the public are encouraged to
attend meetings of the Council and
Committees. If you live in the District and are
on the Electoral Register you can take part by
asking up to two questions per meeting. 

Information about your Councillors and
committee members are on the website
www.cotswold.gov.uk

April
Wed 1 April Planning (Regulatory)
Tue 2 April Appeals
Mon 6 April Licensing
Wed 22 April Planning (Regulatory)
Mon 23 April Cabinet

Meetings generally start at 10am. 
Planning meetings held at Moreton Office
start at 9.30am. 

Questions must be received by the Head of
Democratic Services – 
By email no later than 5pm on the prior
working day Nigel.adams@cotswold.gov.uk
By post to CDC at Trinity Road, Cirencester.
GL7 1PX  Tel: 01285 623204/ 201

The National Blood Service

Chipping Campden School – 6 April

Norgren Social Club,
Shipston on Stour – 16/17/18 April

Hook Norton School – 17 April

Royal British Legion, Stow – 22/23 April

Residential Vehicle Passes
From Cllr Colin Smalley, Member of SMAG (Stow & Maugersbury Action Group)

With the May horse fair on the horizon I would like to gain public interest in a residential vehicle pass to assist
the police on fair day, by allowing them to identify only genuine residents of  Back Walls, Lower Park Street,
Maugersbury Park, Fisher Close, The Park and Bartlett’s Park, etc.

This would be at no cost to the individual as I will produce and distribute the passes myself.

Maugersbury village has a similar system – the police control the access to Maugersbury via Pound lane on fair day.

Residents living in these areas will only have to use the pass between 09.00 and 16.00 on the fair day to gain
access. I will be issuing one pass per household but if you require more please contact me via the Stow council
office 01451 832 585.

The reason for taking these steps is to reduce illegal parking, allow residents to have free and unhindered access
at all times, to stop the litter problem and hopefully reduce the costs to Cotswold District Council – (1) No litter
or nappies to pick up, (2) no need to put up the posts and tape around the verges.  

Please send your comments to me at Stow Council Office, Stow Youth Centre, George Alley, Stow on the Wold or
email me at cmf.smalley@homecall.co.uk   Thank you.
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Local Walks with
the Cotswolds 
Voluntary Wardens
Tuesday 14th April. 10am – 2 hours 
Chadlington Downs to Dean. 
Pub lunch or picnic – 4.5 miles – Moderate
Meet in Church Road, Chadlington.

Sunday 19th April – 9-30am – 8 miles 
Heart of England Way. 
Donnington, Longborough, Swell, Maugersbury, Stow.
Meet at Waterloo Car Park, Cirencester. 
For more information T. 01285 861486

Tuesday 21st April. 10am – 3 hours
More Manors & Houses.
Adlestrop to Daylesford. – 5.5miles – Easy
Meet at Adlestrop Village Hall

Wednesday 22nd April. 10am – 6 hours
Two Rivers & Two Valleys  – 9 miles
Lower Slaughter, along River Windrush to Naunton.
Return along valley of River Eye. Pub lunch available.
Meet at St Mary’s Church, Lower Slaughter.

Saturday 25th April. 10am – 4 hours
Below the Scarp – 7 miles
Dovers Hill through Willersey & Weston sub Edge –
Picnic lunch. Meet at Dovers Hill Car Park.

Tuesday 28th April. 10am – 5.5 hours
Brock, Buck, Stan & Shen – 8.5miles
Classic Cotswold Circuit – Moderate
Start Above Snowshill Village, with Snowshill Arms
on right and Church on left. 

The Voluntary Wardens run a full programme of
guided walks throughout the Cotswolds and  are
actively involved in  conservation work and the
restoration of historic features. Walks are free –
donations help to fund our conservation and
improvement projects.

Full guided walks programme and information about
joining the Voluntary Wardens see
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk, the Cotswold Lion
(available from Information Centres) or call the
Cotswold Conservation Board on 01451 862000   

A

As Spring approaches Stow Police are warning residents, dog walkers
and ramblers not to fall prey to opportunist thieves when parking their
cars at local beauty spots. The warning follows three incidents on
Sunday, 1st March, when 3 cars were broken into.

Secluded locations in the Cotswolds attract a large number of visitors,
making the car parks a popular target for thieves, who can break into
a car and steal valuables within a matter of seconds. Local police
officers are tackling vehicle crime but need motorists to play their part
by not leaving property on display. They should ask themselves: do I
need the property I’m taking with me? If the answer is ‘no’, then leave
it at home.

Here are some top tips to avoid becoming a victim of car crime:

• Do not leave anything in your vehicle. The most commonly stolen
items from cars include Sat Navs, laptops, handbags and mobile
phones. They are easy to remove quickly, are easily concealed and
do not look out of place if a thief is seen walking away from a car.

• Always take handbags and wallets with you. Even if your bag does
not contain anything valuable, a thief will not know that, and may
still break a window or force a lock to get at it.

• Consider leaving the backs seats of your vehicle down, or taking
the boot cover off. This way a potential thief will have a clear view
that it is empty and will not need to break in to find out.

• Make sure all the doors of your vehicle are locked and the
windows and sunroof are shut, no matter how hot the weather, or
even if you are only going to be gone for a couple of minutes.

• Make sure your car is parked in a location where it is in clear view
of other people, not obscured from sight by trees or shrubs
therefore making it vulnerable.

• Make sure you do not leave a coat or jacket behind in the car. A
thief may think that it is hiding a laptop or handbag and break into
your car to find out.

North Cotswold
Ramblers Group

Why not dust off your walking boots to enjoy a walk
amongst Britain’s best spring flowers with a group of
friendly people?

The Group’s next two walks focus on parts of the
countryside well-known for areas of wildflowers and
we hope our timing is right to catch them at their
peak. As both walks involve significant travelling,
please make contact with the Group a few days before
the event. In common with many other Ramblers
Groups, we have a no Dogs policy. 

Saturday April 11 – Daffodil Way Walk
(8 miles) Start 10.30am.
Starting from the Forestry Commission car park at
Queen’s Wood, Dymock. A circular walk – woods &
orchards, ponds & streams, meadows & fields plus
two interesting churches St Mary’s, Dymock and St
Mary’s, Kempley. 

Sunday May 3 – Bluebell Walk 
(7 miles) Start 10am.
Meeting at the Craft Centre overflow car park,
Wootton Wawen, Warwickshire. A circular walk along
the Stratford canal to Bridge 49, then via Kington
Grange and Cutlers Farm to Austy Bluebell Woods
and return to Wootton Wawen. The route is fairly
flat. Lunch stop after the walk at the Yew Tree Cafe.
There will then be an option to visit the Edstone
Aqueduct at nearby Brearley. This 250 yard cast iron
trough aqueduct, the longest in England, has a
towpath which is level with the base rather than the
lip of the trough. As a result walkers enjoy the
unusual experience of being overtaken by barges
passing at eye-level.

For more information on any walk or a
copy of the Group’s current walks
programme is available from:
the Secretary 01386 700847 or email
salmonoldwell@hotmail.com or by searching for the
North Cotswold Group on the Ramblers website
www.ramblers.org.uk). 

More than 100
Gloucestershire walks
To download and print FREE!

There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you.
It’s good for your heart, it’s good for your lungs, it’s
good for the muscle and bone growth of your children
and it’s good for your feeling of wellbeing! Strong
scientific evidence now supports the many benefits to
health of regular walking – it is recommended that
we take at least 10,000 steps a day.

Studies show that walking can:
• Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease

and stroke 
• Lower blood pressure 
• Reduce high cholesterol 
• Reduce body fat 
• Enhance mental well being 

Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active
habit. If parents show excitement about the prospect
of a walk in the countryside, they are more likely to
transmit this feeling to their children. It’s important
to treat the walk as an exploration or adventure and
to go at the child’s pace, no matter how often they
want to stop and look at things; take treats to eat
and plenty to drink; and head for some landmark
that will appeal to them such as a castle, a
playground, an ice cream van or a boating pond. If
children experience walking as part of a fun activity
they are more likely to want to go again.

So, how do you find out what is on
offer? John Harris, a keen walker, got fed up
with the lack of information on walks that were
going on in the County. So, he decided he had better
create it! So www.walkinginglos.co.uk came
into being. 

www.walkinginglos.co.uk gives you all the
information you need for the best walking in the
County – details of more than 100 walks to
download and print free, details of all the
Gloucestershire walking groups, maps and walk
books – plus loads more information.

Don’t fall prey to car thieves at local beauty spots Sgt Martin Jones North Cotswold Safer Community Team
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BLEDINGTON 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 2009

Tickets now on sale at £16 each – 01608 658669 
The Kings Head, Bledington  or at Kingham Stores.

Programme details:
Tuesday 2nd June

PAVÃO QUARTET – music will include  Mozart’s lively Divertimento in D, KV136,
String  Quartet no 1 in G major by Arnold Bax, and in the second half,

all-time favourites as Moon River, Singin’ in the Rain, Let’s Call the
Whole Thing Off and music by Piazzolla, Gershwin and Duke Ellington!

Wednesday, 3rd June
This year’s ‘something different’, highly recommended with glowing notices – 

‘A percussionist of outstanding ability’ DEWI ELLIS JONES will play Evelyn Glennie,
Keiko Abe, Matthias Schmitt and Guy Gauthreaux II among others. ‘musical,

rhythmic and enthralling.. from the emotional to the electrifying.’

Thursday, 4th June
Organist, THOMAS TROTTER and trumpeter, CRISPIAN STEELE-PERKINS with a 

programme of organ and trumpet solos and pieces for both instruments. Handel’s 
Water Music Suite, Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto in E flat and the Scherzo from A

Midsummer Night’s Dream, Gershwin and Leroy Anderson  –
to bring Festival 2009 to a fantastic conclusion.

ART IN THE COTSWOLDS
A group of local artists will be staging an

Exhibition in Lower Slaughter Village Hall  

An eclectic mix of paintings, jewellery, glass and 
ceramics  - a colourful and inspiring exhibition. 
Join us for tea or a glass of wine on our opening day.  

More details 01386 430038.

29th April-5th May.    Open 10am-6pm.  

LADIES’ PAMPER EVENING, FRIDAY 15TH MAY
Join us for a fun and relaxing evening and treat yourself to
a manicure, massage, reflexology session, Indian Head
Massage and more. SPIRIT ORGANIC HAIRDRESSING will be
giving consultations, and DAISY DIX will be among the stalls offering
jewellery, gifts, stationery and other items. Doors open at 7.30. Admission is £5
(£4 in advance) and includes the treatments. Refreshments available throughout
the evening. 

Slots are still available for product stands and therapists; please
contact Sandra at 01451 832 206 or sandra@smadar.co.uk for
details or to purchase tickets.

COMMUNITY-WIDE TABLETOP SALE 
SATURDAY 6th JUNE

We invite residents of Stow, Moreton and the surrounding area to take part in
our tabletop event. Whether you’re doing a spring clean and have items to sell
or you’re a local business looking for a new market, this event is for you! 
Tables available for £5 (individuals) or £10 (trade). 

Stalls will include clothing, toys, CDs, bric-a-brac, books, plants, and garden
items as well as hot and cold drinks, cakes and snacks. Doors are open from
10am-12pm. Admission is free. We’re also accepting donations of items in good
condition for a PTA stall. To reserve your table or arrange a donation
contact Amy at 01451 831 385 or amy@co27communications.com.

Both events are sponsored by the Stow Primary School PTA

Macbeth,
by William Shakespeare

Performed by
Fairgame Theatre

At the 
Redesdale Hall
Moreton in Marsh

On Monday April 20th
at 7.30pm

Tickets from 
Mike Rees: 
01608 650825
mjrees@versamail.co.uk

'Fairgame's fast-moving, physical style
combines with multi-media to keep you
on a knife-edge throughout this unique
working of Shakespeare's classic.'

TEAS-ON-THE-GREEN
May Bank Holiday Monday 4th April

Teas, homemade cakes, stalls, raffle
& lots more – from 2pm 

Churchill Village Green and Hall (OX7 6NJ)

B4450 near Chipping Norton
Free entrance

Churchill Village Festival 

Book your pitch now
Stalls (01608 658599). Car Boot Sale (01608 659534). 

Sunday 14 June 2009. 12 noon-4.00 pm.

Churchill Village Green OX7 6NJ

(B4450 Stow-Ch. Norton).

Whatcote ‘Bluebell Walk’
Annual Bluebell Walk At Whatcote

‘Come for a gentle walk up to Hell Brake to see the bluebells 
and enjoy a cream tea in the Church on your return.’

Sunday 10th May 2pm to 5pm

Strong boots or shoes essential  Dogs welcome on leads.

The cost is £5 for adults, accompanied children free
– including the tea and scones!

Plant & Produce stall Proceeds to St Peter’s Church

Free Car Park (CV36 5EF) in the village, also the start of the walk.

Contact Sue Price on 01295 680007 for more details

Blockley & District Horticultural Society

SPRING FLOWER SHOW
at St. George's Hall, Blockley

on Saturday, 4th April.

It will open at 2.30pm with Teas, Plant stall
and Raffle. Prize distribution is at 4pm. 
Admission – Adults £1, Children under 16
free. All welcome.

STOW-on-the-WOLD
PRIMARY SCHOOL

heart   hand   mind
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CAMPDEN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL 
ARCHAEOLOGOCAL SOCIETY

MAKING HISTORY:
Our first twenty-five years

Campden & District Historical & Archaeological Society
will celebrate its twenty-fifth anniversary with an Exhibition
: ‘MAKING HISTORY: Our first twenty-five years’.

Saturday 18th & Sunday 19th April  ~ 10am to 4pm
in the Court Room of the Old Police Station, 

Chipping Campden High St. 

Many displays of artefacts, photographs and research gathered by CADHAS
over 25 years; the Local History and Archive Room will be open for those
interested in starting their own researches.  

Free Entrance. Donations towards funding the valuable work of the
Campden Historical Society are always welcomed. The Society especially
welcomes schoolchildren in order to encourage their understanding of the
value of local history.

CADHAS Archive and Local History Room, 1st Floor, 
The Old Police Station, High St, Chipping Campden, GL55 6HB

Stow on the Wold WI

APRIL
Church Rooms, Stow

Thursday 9th April at 7.00pm

Talk and Slides by
JOHNSTON COACHES

All welcome
Betty Phelps – 01451 820556 Eve Knight – 01451 831189

The History of Health and Healing 
in Churchill
A new and unusual Exhibition highlights some of the developments
in local health provision over 300 years, supported by recent research and oral
records of residents, with exhibits on local doctors, diseases, remedies and the
history of public health and family welfare of this area of the Cotswolds.
Also permanent exhibitions about village history including Warren Hastings,
Governor General of India (1732-1818) and geologist William Smith (1769-1839)
– both born in Churchill.

Saturday & Sunday  2.00-4.30 pm
4 April – 30 September 2009

at The Heritage Centre, Churchill 
3 miles from Chipping Norton on B4450

CHIPPING CAMPDEN MUSIC FESTIVAL

2 ACTIVITY DAYS IN MAY
Sat. 16 May & Sat 24th May, 10-4pm
at St. James Church Rooms, Chipping Campden

Experienced leaders with specialist  training in early years/ primary years
singing and music development… Yvonne White, Barbara Dunn, Carol Green
and Micaela Schmitz. They have trained with Voices Foundation, Ready Steady
Sing for Early Years, and Singup – to mention just a few.

• Short sessions for ages 3-5, 5-7, and 7-12 years.
• a booking system to secure places for each session
• There will be a nominal fee.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FINDING OUT MORE PLEASE
CONTACT Micaela Schmitz 01386 898162/01386 859648

email: chippingcampdeneducation@earlymusica.org

MORETON ART GROUP 

Annual Exhibition 
April 30th – May 10th
Redesdale Hall, 
Moreton-in-Marsh

Open 10am to 5pm 
(not Tuesday Market Day)

THE ROTARY CLUB OF THE NORTH COTSWOLDS PRESENT

‘Youth & Music’
A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC PERFORMED

BY TALENTED YOUNG MUSICIANS

INTRODUCING THE WINNERS & RUNNERS UP 
OF BRISTOL ROTARY AND SOUTH COTSWOLDS ROTARY

YOUNG MUSICIANS 
OF THE YEAR

St EDWARD’S CHURCH, STOW-ON-THE-WOLD
SATURDAY 25th APRIL, 7.30PM

A CONCERT IN AID OF ROTARY FOUNDATION
(ROTARY’S OWN CHARITY)   

TICKETS £10.00 (students £5.00) available from
Christmas Corner, Bourton-on-the-Water 01451 822622

Information Centres in Bourton, Stow and Moreton,
or Rotary Club Members

Moreton-in-Marsh & District

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The Society meets at the W.I.Hall on the 2nd Wednesday in

each month from September to December and March to May,
with a programme of tours during the summer months. 

Annual subscription is £5.
The A.G.M. was held on Wednesday 11th March, re-electing – Guy
Stapleton, CB (Chairman) Margaret Shepard (Secretary), John Barnes
(Treasurer), Paul Webber and Ray Poulton (Programme Secretaries), Jo
Stanley, Ann Morgans and Mike Rees. Tim Porter was re-appointed
President, with Vice-Presidents David Day, the Rev. R. Mann and Dr.
David Edwards. Following the AGM Mornée Button gave a presentation
on walls and stiles, gates and gateways.

Next meeting 
at the W.I. Hall, Wednesday 8th April

Dr. Alison Brooks – ‘Iron Age & Roman Art in the Cotswolds’.

New programmes for 2009/10 will be available at the meeting, and
Visitors are welcome to attend as a guest in the first instance.

Contact Margaret Shepard (Sec) 01451 830531 

��������	�
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Market days
BOURTON ON THE WATER
Farmers Market every 4th Sunday, 9.30-13.00

CHIPPING CAMPDEN
W I Country Market every Thursday, 9.00-1100am

MORETON IN MARSH
Weekly Market every Tuesday, 8.00-2.00pm
W I Country Market every Thursday 9.30-11.30am

STOW ON THE WOLD
Farmers Market 2nd Thursday 09.30-13.00

The Sports Club 
Easter Coaching Sessions

Football, Cricket, Golf, Rugby,
Martial Arts, Tennis and many more

Sport coaching sessions designed to get children from 5-16 years
old, active and feeling confident across a wide range of sports are
available from CDC’s The Sports Club over the Easter holidays.

A daily fee of £12 per session/£6 if you sign up for club
membership (£25).

LOCAL DATES – ALL AT BOURTON ON THE WATER

Monday April 6th Cotswold Leisure
Wednesday April 8th Cotswold Leisure
Wednesday April 15th Cotswold Leisure

All the sessions above will run from 9.30am to 3pm.

Information on The Sport Club sessions  call 01285 623447,
online at www.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=8532

The Sports Club coaching team are all qualified at various levels of
sport coaching, and have First Aid and Child Protection training.

‘Slumdog millionaire’
PREBOOKING RECOMMENDED at

RURAL CINEMAS IN

CHURCHILL Saturday 9th May 01608 659067 or
stuart@cole6.freeserve.co.uk.

ODDINGTON Tuesday 19th May 01451 830817

(Additional ELEGANT AFTERNOON TEA Matinee 3pm. £5)

Open Gardens
MILL DENE GARDEN, Blockley – from 1st April 
Exhibition of Affordable Pottery & Sculpture from local artists.
Teas, light lunches. info@milldenegarden.co.uk 01386 700457

5th. THE OLD CHEQUER, Draycott, nr Blockley.NGS Gardens
Open for Charity http://www.ngs.org.uk 01386 841206

20th.KIFTSGATE COURT, nr Ch Campden. NGS Gardens Open
for Charity http://www.ngs.org.uk 01386 841206

26th BLOCKLEY GDNS, nr Moreton. NGS Gardens Open for
Charity http://www.ngs.org.uk 01386 841206

26th ABBOTSWOOD, Lower Swell. Sunday 26th April. 1.30-
6pm.Admission £4, children free. Home made TEAS. In aid of
Friends of Stow Surgery. 

April 2009
FULL INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT STOW & MORETON VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES

EXHIBITIONS and EVENTS
6th-18th PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION by Muriel Swift. Free entry,
April Moreton Area Centre. 01608 650881
23rd-29th DAFFODIL WEEK at Batsford Arboretum, near  Moreton

10-5pm – www.batsarb.co.uk 01386 701441
28th- CREATIVITY Exhibition by Diane Fine, Caroline Green,
3 May Alice Shepherd and Robin Furlong at The Gallery @The Guild,

The Old Silk Mill, Chipping Campden. 10am-5pm 07870 417144
to 18th Chipping Campden Art Society Annual Exhibition at 

Chipping Campden Town Hall from 10am - 5pm 01386 841206
30 April- Moreton Art Group Annual Exhibition Redesdale Hall 
10 May Moreton-in-Marsh. 10.00-17.00 (not Tuesday)

REGULAR EVENTS
MON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING St Edwards Church Rooms, Stow.

5.30-7pm and 7-9pm
MON CHILDRENS DANCE CLASS Chipping Campden Town Hall.

6-8 yrs 4-5pm, 9-11 yrs  5-6pm. Single class £7pp,
Monthly membership £22pp. 07527 757057

MON YOGA Chipping Campden Town Hall. 2pm 01386 438537
TUES COTSWOLD AONB WALKS www.cotsaorb.org.uk 01451 862000
1st WEDS Free Martial Arts Lessons, Chipping Norton Leisure Centre 

Separate adult & childrens classes – www.tkdschools.co.uk 07977 560086
WEDS WEDNESDAY WALK Easy/moderate walks. Start at 10am. 01451 860366
WEDS CHIPPING CAMPDEN BRIDGE CLUB 7.15 for 7.30pm

Duplicate Bridge. Upper Town Hall. Non members welcome.
Partners no necessary 01608 664456

WEDS STEAK NIGHT at the Plough Inn, Stetton on Fosse. 6-9pm
Ring Matt 01608 661053

1st THUR Free Martial Arts Lessons, Stow Primary School 
Separate adult & childrens classes – www.tkdschools.co.uk 07977 560086

THURS LINE DANCING at Ch.Campden Town Hall 2.30-4pm 01386 438537
THURS QUIZ NIGHT at The Volunteer Inn, Ch.Campden from 8.30pm 01386 840688
THURS BELLY DANCING New beginners class. 11-12.30 The Church Rooms,

Chipping Campden. Informal & relaxed classes suitable for ladies of all
ages, shapes & sizes. 01608 663480

FRI & MON DANCE FUSION Adult dance class, mixed styles. No experience nec.
All Welcome. Ch.Campden Town Hall, 9.30-10.30 £4.50 (conc £2.50)

FRI ACTIVE & ABLE Fitness & Falls classes for older people
at St Edwards Hall. Stow 01285 623450

FRI BELLY DANCING New beginners class. 11-12.30 The Church Rooms,
Ch.Campden. Suitable for ladies of all ages, shapes & sizes. 01608 663480

04-13 Apr Easter Egg Challenge at Birdland Entry charges apply.
10.00-18.00 Last admission 17.00. Birdland Park, Bourton-on-the-Water,
GL54 2BN www.birdland.co.uk            01451 820480

04 Apr Demonstration: Hand Printing Court Barn Museum,
Chipping Campden  www.courtbarn.org.uk 01386 841951

04 Apr Strictly Come Dancing at Bourton-on-the-Water
20 couples compete in aid of the Victoria Hall Appeal. Cotswold School,
Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water. £8.00 From 18.15. 01451 820679

04-05 Apr National Cherry Weekend at Batsford Arboretum,
Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 9AB  9am-4.45pm
gates locked at 18.00 www.batsarb.co.uk 01386 701441

06 Apr Ammonites and Belemnites – fossilised sea creatures from
Corinium Museum collections. 1030-1130 @ Chipping Campden 
Library. £3 per child. Suitable for children aged 5-11yrs. All children must
be accompanied by an adult. Booking essential. www.cotswold.gov.uk

07 Apr Stow Civic Society Meeting-TALK  '1200 years in 60 minutes'
Church Rooms, Stow-on-the-Wold. 19.30.

10-11 Apr Easter Egg Trail at Chastleton House, off A44. GL56 0SU. Normal 
admission charges apply. Booking essential. 13.00–17.00. 01608 674981

10-13 Apr Birds of Prey & Reptile Days Birdland, Bourton-on-the-Water GL54 2BN.
Birds & Reptiles  show 11.00–16.00 Bird presentations at 12 & 3.15pm
Reptile presentations 11.30-14.00. www.birdland.co.uk 01451 820480

10-13 Apr Easter at Batsford Arboretum Helibores, magnolias and fritillaries.
Batsford Arboretum, Moreton-in-Marsh. GL56 9AB. 09.00
Last entry 16.45 gates locked 18.00.

13 Apr Duck Racing in Bourton-on-the-Water in aid of Bourton Primary
School. Village Green, Bourton-on-the-Water 10.00 01451 820458

15 Apr Easter Egg Hunt at Greystones Farm, Free event booking required.
10.00-11.00. Greystones Farm, Bourton-on-the-Water 01452 383333

17 Apr Cotswold Stone Barns Illustrated talk by Tim Jordan
8pm Wyck Rissington Village Hall, Nr Bourton-on-the-Water.
Visitors welcome £2. 01451 821898

25 Apr 'Servants Through the Ages' at Chastleton House, GL56 0SU.
Adult £12 no concessions. Booking essential. 10.00–12.00.
Entry  9.30m–9.50am. www.nationaltrust.org.uk

27th Cotswold Conservative Association Moreton Branch AGM 7pm.
WI Hall, New Road, Moreton in Marsh.
Members & guests welcome. 01608 650884 
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HUNGRY FOR SUCCESS?
ASSISTANT MANAGER (PART TIME)

If you have some experience in both retail and catering, and you feel it’s time to make a
difference, then give us a call! We are looking for someone who can help run our small,
friendly village shop in Longborough, and be part of the team that guides it through its next
exciting development – the opening of a small café next door. You will need to provide locals
and tourists alike with a first class experience.

As Assistant Manager, you will need to be able to fulfil all managerial roles and look after our
community-owned shop in the Manager’s absence, and be determined to make this a
resounding success. For your help we will pay you £5.95 ph for a flexible 15 hour week +
profit related bonus. This position may become full time. 

For more details please contact Alan on 01451 831616
Closing date for applications: May 1st 

DVD hire
now available at

CLEAVER MODELS
CHURCH STREET, 

STOW-ON-THE-WOLD

Mon to Sat  10am-7pm
Sundays 10.30am-5pm

FROM 99p a night

Gloucestershire Villages with a population of
5,000 and under are invited to enter the
Calor Gloucestershire Village of the Year
competition 2009.

The competition is about recognising, rewarding and
encouraging vibrant and sustainable village communities
which pull together to make the best of local opportunities
in both good times and bad.  

There are 5 new judging categories – Children and Young People, Economic
Development and Enterprise, Healthier Communities & Older People, Natural Built
Environment and Safer and Stronger Communities. 

A new and simplified entry form makes it easier for communities to complete and
participate and the prize pot has increased to £500 for the winner of a category and
£100 for the runner up. All entries will automatically go into the Grand Prize Draw
with a  chance of winning environmentally friendly prizes of a composter, shredder
and strimmer, courtesy of B & Q in Gloucester. Winners will be announced at the
awards ceremony at Campden House in Chipping Campden on Friday 17th July 2009.

Entry forms from Naomi McMahon at GRCC on 01452 528491,
email  naomim@grcc.org.uk or downloaded from the GRCC
website at www.grcc.org.uk. Entries by Friday 8th May 2009

Spring Open Garages
Blockley villagers are preparing to turn out their treasures for a day of de-
cluttering and bargain-hunting, and anyone with a garage full of glorious junk, or
potential cash in the attic, can join in.

Saturday 9th May
The sales will begin at 11am and end at 3pm.

Villagers are invited to donate £5 to be part of the day. Those without a garage
will sell from their gardens, driveways and front rooms. All participants will
benefit from a wide range of local publicity, inclusion on the Blockley Open
Garages map – and a balloon and door-sign package for the occasion.

Last year’s Open Day brought hundreds of buyers and browsers into Blockley,
from as far afield as Cheltenham, Evesham and Chipping Norton. They went home
loaded with antiques and gifts, items of furniture, good-quality clothes and toys.   

The Blockley Open Garage events are organised
on behalf of Blockley Heritage Society.

More information from Julie Dove tel: 01386 701006.

The Cotswold Art & Antique Dealers’ Association

requires a part time

SECRETARY
We are looking for a part time secretary to deal 

with correspondence, minutes of committee 
meetings, customer enquiries and website updates.

Knowledge of art and antiques not essential but a cheerful
disposition and helpful nature an advantage.

Hours by negotiation; would suit applicant who can
work from home, using a PC or Apple computer.

Please apply to Chairman, CADA, Broadwell House, 
Sheep Street, Stow on the Wold, GL54 1JS

Tel. 07789  968319

CALL TO ACTION FOR 
VILLAGES IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE

StowTimes_April09.qxd  30/3/09  12:57  Page E



F

The Drive 
of Your Life
On Sunday 19 April 2009, the Fire Fighters Charity will
visit The Fire Service College to give women a once in a
lifetime chance to drive a variety of large and unusual
vehicles in the ‘Ladies Driving Challenge’… including
Fire Engines, construction vehicles and agricultural vehicles, among
many others.

Event Organiser Jill Smith, said “This promises to be an exciting
day. The focus is on handling vehicles with skill and enjoying new
experiences, as well as raising money for a good cause”. All women
over the age of 17 with a full driving licence are welcome to join in
the fun during either the morning or afternoon sessions.
Registration costs £10 and entrants are asked to raise a minimum
of £90 in sponsorship. There are also prizes for the top fundraisers.

All proceeds from the event will go to The Fire Fighters Charity.
Registration packs to take part in the Ladies Driving Challenge are
available from Jill Smith.

07887 907377 or email
jsmith@firefighterscharity.org.uk

The Fire Fighters Charity supports injured Firefighters through
physical and emotional trauma. On average a Firefighter suffers
physical, psychological or emotional trauma every hour of every
day. The Fire Fighters Charity has two therapy and two
recuperation centres in the UK to provide physical and emotional
rehabilitation to the Firefighters. Over 11,000 beneficiaries are
supported annually by the charity, which puts it in the Top 10 Most
Effective Charities in the UK.

Condicote Playgroup celebrated their 40th birthday last year and
are celebrating again after a great Ofsted report. 

We were inspected in January and received 4 Outstanding grades
for helping the children to stay safe, be healthy, enjoy and achieve,
and for our partnership with parents. We were delighted with this
as a small and rural committee run Playgroup. We have 32
children on the register from as far afield as Great Barrington and
Blockley, and we take children from 2 yrs 6 months to school age.

For more information phone Jo Abrahams on 07760377601 or
email  joabrahams@btinternet.com

The full report is on the Ofsted website, our reference number is
EY225776 – Children are happy, confident and settled at Playgroup
and have great fun in an environment where their needs are
promoted with success. The manager and staff work very well
together as a committed and enthusiastic team.

CONDICOTE PLAYGROUP
Celebrate a double
From Jo Abrahams, Play Leader
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A marketing strategy 
and plan? Why bother?
How to overcome today’s struggles and fears by getting
focused and organised for the long term

We may find it too hard. We may not really understand what it's all about. We may
not understand how life really could be so much easier if only we got stuck in and
did the necessary work to create a simple marketing strategy and plan. So, how can
taking time to work on your business instead of just in it pay real dividends? 

Event focus
For many of us, our ability to communicate well with others and deliver just the
right degree of personal impact is key to our success. In next month's Speaking
Skills workshop, Ron Aldridge takes a well-rounded look at the way we come
across in public and coaches participants to develop a degree of presence and
charisma ....... as well as improve general speaking skills.

It takes place on Wednesday 8th April at Heather Banister's wonderful new
arts and crafts centre, Cool Contours, at Warden Hill Farm near Banbury. Whether
you're a complete novice or a more seasoned presenter, this day will be a lot of fun! 

Favourite quote
I've heard that some people have posted the last contribution from Winston
Churchill on their notice boards! In keeping with my strategy and planning theme,
here's one from the youngest man to be elected president of the United States.

“Efforts and courage are not enough without purpose and
direction.” John F. Kennedy

Marketing Focus is written and compiled by Jane Heaton with help from
occasional guest contributors. It's free and easy to subscribe at
www.janeheatonassociates.com

PC Support & Training 

General Training Courses for all    March - July 2009

Morning Courses:  10:00-12:00     Afternoon Courses:  13:30-15:30     One Day Courses 10:00 - 15:30 

All Courses £60 

Computer Support Computer Training      Computer Sourcing 

Only 4 learners per course each with their own PC  
held at our Training Centre in Bourton on the Water 

Please call for dates and times 

Contact me: James Minter Telephone:  01451 824 175
E-mail: james@pcsupportandtraining.co.uk Website: www.pcsupportandtraining.co.uk 

PC’s for complete beginners Word Processing Computer Improvers 
Digital Cameras for beginners Digital Image Manipulation Getting more from your Camera 
Internet & Email Buying & Selling on e-bay Getting more from your PC 
Excel Spreadsheets Research your Family Tree Keeping your PC healthy 

Small Business Users 
We support your business throughout 
and train you and your staff to be 
competent users.   

Home Working 
We assist in all aspects of your home 
office and offer on-going support, 
maintenance and training. 

Personal and Family 
We advise and assist with  sourcing 
and installing your computer system 
and internet connection, irrespective  
of you age!! 

We specialise in home installations and maintenance 

SUCCESS FOR COTSWOLD WOMEN IN BUSINESS

On 18th March eight enterprising women celebrated the successful completion of their
business course in Chipping Campden. The new businesses include Melanie Wakely, a
party organiser, Catherine Hope-Jones, an artist opening a studio in Chipping Campden
and Elisalex Grunfeld de Castro who has launched a high-end luxury shoe label Nina
Dolcetti.  Nina Dolcetti shoes reuse off-cuts and unwanted waste to create daring,
elegant, design led footwear. 

The Women in Business course is run for women who have a business idea, a hobby
they’d like to turn into an income, or who are wondering if they’ve got what it takes
to be self employed. These comprehensive courses have been very popular and have
had amazing local support.

Sarah-Jane Menato runs Cotswold Women in Business: “In the current economic
climate self employment can really work well for some women. In a supportive
environment, fear of failure is surprisingly easily overcome, and creative ideas can
grow into lively businesses.”

If you (or someone you know) have an idea that you think could make money, aren’t
sure if you have the right skills and wonder how it can fit with your life and numerous
commitments, help is at hand! Courses and workshops run in Chipping Campden,
Tewkesbury and Fairford. For help in taking your ideas from the drawing board into
reality, contact 

Sarah-Jane Menato, Cotswold Women in Business
T: 01386 701 868 or E: sjm@sjmcoachingandtraining.co.uk
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Have you ever been disappointed that an old friend rang you up out of the blue?
Have you ever tried to avoid friends and family by hiding in doorways?

Is that the real power of network marketing or pyramid sales?  We dread yet another
one of our friends in the ‘clutches of those companies’, spoiling every social get-
together by pushing their products.

It doesn’t have to be like that, you know. Try this perspective for a minute:  thank
goodness I get to spend my money with somebody I care about and want to see do
well. I know I can trust him/her, so if they say this product is good, then I bet it really
is that good. And it’s another way of keeping some of our money circulating locally.

Network marketing or MLM (multi-level marketing) companies offer us this option.
Products are sold directly to the end-user via local distributors. Overheads are
reduced by cutting out the various middlemen of wholesalers, distributors and
retailers, who all take a substantial amount of the profits. Products shipped to
several local distributors and sold directly means increasing profit margins for
everyone involved.  Amway, Avon, Tupperware, etc. are all reputable companies who
have been using that method for many decades.

Those local distributors grow the business themselves by finding more distributors,
and that way they earn commission recommending products, and a business they feel
passionate about.

If it works you have a far more motivated and skilled workforce than any shop,
where assistants have to sell numerous, competitive products and who rarely have an
incentive to sell them – and if they do, it is small and not for one particular brand.

The Pioneers
There is no mystery to network marketing. It's just another form of sales and
distribution and close to 60 million people are involved in this industry.  It has
surpassed £50 billion in retail revenue with the UK accounting for £2 billion.

In the early 1940's a company called California Vitamins recognized that all their
new sales representatives were friends and family of their existing sales force,
primarily because they wanted the product at wholesale cost. They also discovered
that it was easier to create a sales force of a lot of people who each sold a small
amount of product than it was to find a few superstars who could sell a lot of
products. So they combined those two ideas and designed a sales compensation
structure that encouraged their salespeople to invite new representatives from
satisfied customers, who each had the same right to offer the product and
representative status to others, which allowed the sales force to grow exponentially.
The company rewarded them for the sales produced by their entire group or network
of sales representatives.  Network Marketing was born!

How to make big money:
The way to make big money is through residual or passive income. Residual income
simply means that as you grow your business you will be increasing your commission
through the effort of others as well as your own. So while you have to work hard
initially, eventually you can retire on a continuing, sizeable income. The standard
saying is ‘work harder than you have ever worked for 4 years, retire for the rest of
your life’.

Separating the good from the bad:
The answer lies in three elements:  finance, trends and training:

Commission structures vary a lot and affect how you create that residual income.
Harvard Business School identified that on average, most people only ever introduce
2 people to the business, so they suggest that the key is in putting a model together
that focuses on that – inviting 2 people into the business and converting that into a
duplicatable system. And secondly, ensure that the company has a fair structure, so
that money can be made whenever you join the business and that it isn’t top-heavy.

Trends are changing at the moment. The property sector, long considered to be the
safest investment area, alongside stocks and shares, is predicted to be on the way
out – why? The baby boomers are beginning to withdraw their money from those

areas, spending it on health and leisure.
These industries are on the increase –
and interestingly, many of these
companies have been continuing to grow
right through this last year, irrespective
of the current financial climate.

Success is determined by the quality of
the training provided. A good company
will have extensive training materials and many training sessions that are available
to all. They will continue to support and inspire their distributors.

Open minds, open ears:
The one thing I have learnt is that it never hurts to listen. There are opportunities
available to us through routes we have not yet considered – and unless we listen
with an open mind, we’ll never know.

I learnt to have an open mind because the endorsement for network marketing is
coming from areas that I respect: Harvard Business School is teaching network
marketing as an existing business model; it has analysed different companies, and
what works and what doesn’t. Donald Trump and Richard Branson are great
advocates of the system and argue that it is the 21st century way to create an
independent income that continues to come in, regardless of you working or not.
Virgin Vie use the model to sell their cosmetics. Robert Kiyosaki, who wrote ‘Rich
Dad/Poor Dad’ amongst many others, considers network marketing to be the
business model of today.

So – No thanks! I have decided I don’t need a recession this year. I’m doing it the
network marketing way.

Sandra Clarke is a business and marketing trainer, who is also a market research expert.
She has spent the last 15 years conducting research into healthcare issues. She gives
talks and runs workshops.

Company Recommendation:
The testimonials and research support USANA Health Sciences as the company to go
with. They have been going for 17 years and continue to grow year on year. They
have been voted the best network marketing company by two different, independent
magazines for 7 years running. Forbes Business magazine has commended them
repeatedly for their business successes.

The key reason they get that many accolades is their compensation plan:  it is called
a binary plan and focuses on the Harvard research. They have developed a structure
based on the Power of 2 and we will be happy to explain it to you further if you are
interested. Suffice it to say that you can grow a large, successful team of people
working in cooperation rather than in competition.

For all our details, check out our advert on Brilliant Compensation in this edition
or go to  www.smadarhealth.usana.com/.  Alternatively, ring Mike or Sandra on
01451 832 206.

By Sandra Clarke, FCIM, independent USANA associate
Tel: 01451 832 206 Mob: 0774 703 5208
www.smadarhealth.usana.com/

How to lose friends and alienate people
The Power of Network Marketing!
by Sandra Clarke of SMADAR

Advertising Feature
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NEXT MEETINGS:  9th April and 14th May in The Masonic
Hall, Church Street, Stow starting at 7pm

Office move Council have moved office to Stow Youth Centre Hours & phone
number 832585 remain the same.

Less Meetings Council agreed not to hold any monthly meeting in August of
each year.

White Hart Lane The gates have been closed for sometime & Council has so far
been unable to persuade the owners Arkells to re-open the gates for public use.  

The Future for Stow Visitor Information Centre (VIC) Discussions
are ongoing. 

Cemetery memorials The memorial safety inspection (advertised in Stow Times
& the cemetery since late 2008) starts 6th April. Unsafe memorials will be staked or
laid flat.  

Parking On 31/3 Stow Council opened discussions with GCC about parking
categories (including residents) & parking areas.  

Road or Street Lighting problems Call GCC on 08000 514514 when street
lights are not working or roads need repair – you need to give the lamp number/road
name & good directions (for the servicing engineer).   

New street lights are funded by Stow & GCC in partnership.  Contact Stow for
new lights.  Recently lights have been placed in Shepherds Row & tures to the rear of
Durham House Antiques, also behind Toad on the Wold.  Stow has a request for lights
in both Spring Gardens.

May 14th Stow Fair Parking Restrictions

Roadside parking will be banned 13/5-15/5 on:

1. Park Street/Oddington Road & the area around the Bell public house – all sides 
2. Maugersbury Road both sides from the car park to Park Street junction. 
3. Oddington Road both sides from the Bell public house to Pound Lane (including

grass area at junction Oddington Road & King Georges Field).
4. Union Street both sides.
5. St Edwards Drive both sides. 
6. Sterling Close both sides. 
7. King Georges Field both sides.
8. Back Walls & Lower Park Street both sides including the road from the Bell public

house to Maugersbury Park. 
9. Swell Road both sides Unicorn junction to cricket field entrance.

Cars parked on these roads during the period above, will all be booked by CDC
wardens, regardless of ownership. Stow Council, CDC, GCC & the police hope that
despite the inconvenience to residents, they will recognise the need for these measures.

Cotswold Festival 26-27/9 in Stow Square Council have given a grant of
£1,000 to the organising Committee & have agreed to underwrite the event by another
£5,000 (if grants do not materialise & the money is needed). Event parking will be on
the cricket field & KGF.

Play Parks King Georges Field play park is closed. Work has started to
refurbish & greatly add to the equipment. Work is due to be mainly complete
by Easter.  

Call Council on 832585 to report any flytippers or incidents of dog fouling – we
need names & times.  New dog waste bins have been installed.

NOTES FROM STOW TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
OF 12TH MARCH 2009

FULL MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE 
COUNCIL OFFICE

FREE GROUPS 
for Adults

Moreton Area Centre, Moreton in Marsh

Monday 2.00 - 4.00pm

The Library, Moreton in Marsh

Tuesday 2.00 - 4.00pm

If you are interested but would prefer
different times, please give us a call

& we will see what we can do.

14 Frederick Place,
Bristol, BS8 1AS
Phone:
0117 973 9744
Email:
information@youthed
ucationservice.org.uk

Are you thinking of:
• Improving your email & letter writing skills?
• Doing your driving theory test?
• Getting a qualification in English/Maths?
• Improving your reading & writing skills?
• Would you like to increase your confidence?

YES offers small friendly classes where you can
learn at your own pace… ongoing from

September 2008

Everyone is welcome: please call Sally for a chat
on 07988 531 774 

COTSWOLD
DISTRICT COUNCIL

INVITATION
to all residents to the Opening Ceremony 

of the new King Georges Field play park
at 2:30pm on Saturday 30 May.
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Your Letters, emails & phone messages
Last month we included on our Schools page a serious
comment from Stow Headteacher Mrs Rebecca Scutt
regarding the lack of snow clearance, which lead to the
School having to close. 

Stow Town Clerk took up the issue with GCC Highways. We
attach copies of eml correspondence between Bob Skillern at
GCC Highways, and Mike Corker, Town Clerk.

From Bob Skillern
(robert.skillern@gloucestershire.gov.uk)

I can confirm that the A424 and Stow square are both on
our key routes for precautionary salt treatment.

The County Councils' priority is to keep the strategic
network open and although the Square did receive
treatment, manpower resource is an issue which limits the
amount of clearance work we can undertake. The
workforce had been active 24/7 and local Snow Wardens
and Plough operators also assisted in the clearance
operation around Stow.

I am sorry that you consider that Stow did not receive
adequate treatment, but I can assure you that
Gloucestershire County Council will continue to carryout
their duty to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable,
that safe passage along a highway is not endangered by
snow or ice.

Response from Mike Corker on behalf of Stow Town Council
(info@stowonthewold.net)

Bob, my concerns about The Square were that it was not
ploughed or gritted for several risk nights although the
remaining A424 & A429 were given treatment every risk
night. This led to severe problems. GCC did not react &
treat The Square again after the initial ploughing until
many complaints had been registered with them.

Thanks for your agreement to do what you can to ensure
that St Edwards Drive is kept at least gritted in risk
conditions. This will help to keep our school, nursery &
children’s centre open. We still hope that you will be able to
divert a plough down this relatively short but important
access road when snow renders the grit semi-useless.
Without this the gritting alone would not be helpful in snow.

We appreciate the great efforts made by GCC in keeping
the main routes open in the recent snow and ice. We are
sure that in future The Square will be looked at and treated
consistently with the other A roads A424/429 and hope that
St Edwards Drive will be able to be ploughed as clear as
possible, in addition to gritting, in any future icy crisis.

Once again, please thank the GCC teams for their work
and our thanks to you for adding what you can to help
ensure that Stow is not as cut off or dangerous in future.
This is very important to our community. 

Mike Corker, Stow Town Clerk

The Editor has received two comments of appreciation
from residents to Paul Teague, who did the initial
ploughing of The Square. Unfortunately, as there was no
ongoing treatment, the surface froze hard and became
dangerous to both pedestrians and car traffic. Perhaps a
more co-ordinated approach by the authorities would
help this in future.

S N O W – it’s gone but not forgotten!
It was fun in the snow….but what about the litter?

From Joanna Davies, Shepherds Way, Stow

Dear Editor, 

The recent winter snow gave the children a chance to have such fun, many accompanied
by their parents sledging in the field next to the Doctors Surgery on Well Lane. 

I watched and smiled, my dog joining in the fun, chasing up and down with the children.
This lasted a few days until the melt and things got back to normal – or did it? I didn’t
walk my dog on that side of Stow for 5 days by which time the snow was gone. Looking
over the gate at the field I was heartbroken to see the state of it – it reminded me of the
litter left after Stow Fair.

I spent some time that morning picking up litter in the field; this ranged from a large
plastic kitchen waste bin which I filled with plastic, cardboard, paper, sweet wrappers,
tissues and drink bottles. I continuing filling plastic sacks, which had been used for
sledging, with all the above plus pieces of broken sledge, plastic and wooden. The most
astonishing find was a piece if Ikea furniture, which had been unable to take the strain
and come apart, the tubular frame and fabric abandoned.  

What I would like to say is PLEASE people of Stow, don’t think it is some god-given right
to use the field when it snows. It is because Mrs Ann Whitby the owner allows us, that
we can have such fun. So let us all, both parents and children, respect her property and
say a big thank you.

Yours sincerely,  Joanna Davies.

LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITY – Late night noises.
From Tom Perkins, Evesham Road, Stow

Dear Sir/Madam

We in Stow are mostly cocooned from the anti-social side of 21st century Britain,
its ‘broken society’, and the many inconsiderate young people it has spawned.
However, I have recently become very fed up with being woken up in the early
hours of the morning by drunken, shrieking women. This is a fairly new
phenomenon.

When I was a young adult in the 1950’s I used to like a night out myself. But there
were no 24 hour drinking then. All the pubs closed around 11pm, so if we did make
a bit of noise it wasn’t a big problem.  And it was rare to even see a female out on
the streets as we made our way home. If we saw any women at all it would have
been a ‘lady of the night’ (as we politely called them) touting for late customers, or
‘Ginnie Annie’, a well known old lady with a liking for gin, hence the name, who
would serenade us with an Irish air as she passed by. ‘Respectable’ ladies were rarely
seen out unaccompanied after dark.

Not so now. I wonder what category the shrieking Stow ‘ladies’ fall into?

Yours sincerely, Tom Perkins. 

AN INCONVENIENCE – Those public toilets!
CDC told us that they won an Award but when the daily reality is one of
poor worksmanship, poor servicing and unhappy ‘customers’, can we
believe it? 

“I understand that the toilets (in Maugersbury Rd C/P) are causing problems – 4 calls
for Dinarod in the last few weeks (£150 a time – if not more); they have now put a
camera down and found a lump of concrete so the drains have to come up. Doors are
having to be replaced as they are beginning to fall apart. This new system was meant
to be a saving!!!! What we learn from the local dog walkers is amazing!” Town Clerk

From CDC’s website www.cotswold.gov.uk

WE'RE LOCKED OUT OF LOOS
Visitors who find themselves caught short in the Cotswolds have been left
locked out of public toilets. 

Town and parish council complaints have rolled in to Cotswold District Council about
the huge inconvenience at their public conveniences. They say contractors Healthmatic
shut down toilets with no prior warning, no notices or contact numbers – leaving
people stranded. Stow-on-the-Wold and Bourton-on-the-Water residents say the
erratic opening times will “cripple” tourism and have called for action.

Stow resident David Williams said the situation had got so bad that one man had to
relieve himself in the street because The Square toilets were closed all day.  “On
February 15, the toilets were closed all day and there were three white tour coaches
parked in The Square.
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“On February 15, the toilets were closed all day and there were three
white tour coaches parked in The Square. I met a group of would-be-users,
including a mother with her two children. Remarks were highly
uncomplimentary to Stow. A notice, giving a reason for closure, and an
apology would show some concern and respect for visitors. It’s a fine
advertisement for Stow and Cotswold District Council.”

In a letter to CDC Stow town clerk Mike Corker said he had written
confirmation the loos were shut for at least three days in a row with no
warning or signs. “These system failures are going to cripple our local
tourism business if no action is taken. Healthmatic (contractors and
servicing engineers) seem to need closer monitoring and possibly some
financial penalties. 

“What is the point in CDC working hard in conjunction with Stow Council
and our community to try to save our Visitor Information Centre if your
new, quite costly public toilets, are only open on random occasions at the
whim of an un-contactable contractor?”

Speaking out at a Bourton Parish Council meeting, councillor Tim Faulkner
added his concerns. “The district council has no control whatsoever. I rang
to ask what was happening when the Rissington Road toilets were closed. I
was told Healthmatic can open when they feel like it, if they don’t have any
staff one day, they don’t open. I Imagine all through summer we’re going to
have problems with Rissington Road.”

CDC Environment portfolio holder Mark Tufnell said the council was
working with Healthmatic to ensure the toilets were opened from 8am to
6pm. “There’s been some maintenance and repairs causing disruption, for
example on plumbing and electrics. An engineer also carries out planned
maintenance on all the loos every week.

Healthmatic are required to put an out of order sign on the door when they
have to close toilets and telephone numbers are displayed generally on
every building.

It’s a priority for us that toilets are maintained to a high standard to ensure
they’re pleasant to use for residents and visitors. Regular checks are carried
out by staff and a mystery shopper exercise carried out by an outside
company four times a year to ensure the toilets are clean and the council is
providing a good service.

QUOTE FROM ROGER BERRY MD HEALTHMATIC –

“We are sorry for any inconvenience – no pun intended. 

“We endeavour to keep the conveniences open all the time. We have a
local person who responds to issues quickly. Our engineer lives in Bourton
on the Water he too responds within 24 hours.

There have been 2 issues in the last month one was a leaking roof
damaging electrics, this has now been repaired; the other is blocked drains
which will happen from time to time depending on what is put down them!
Both were dealt with very quickly.

Our number is displayed at the units as is that of the local engineer. We
will continue to service the units at an optimum given the resource we
have available.

But once again we are truly sorry for any issue unforeseen circumstances
may throw up. You can be assured our diligence is beyond the course of
normal duty.

Roger Berry, Calne

Stow & Maugersbury Action Group continue to work with CDC &
the Police to improve the management of the Fair.

From an eml to SMAG from Dave McIntosh,
Director of Support Services, CDC

“We have agreed with the Police that the chairing of Silver meetings will rotate
between (CDC & the Police) on an annual basis. Therefore the Police will take the
Chair for the next 12 months. This in no way reflects any change in the level of
attention that CDC will give to the management of the Fair and simply
demonstrates that there is a multi agency approach.

Changes in personnel amongst the various agencies is inevitable and can be seen
in a positive context in as much it allows a fresh perspective to be taken. That
said, CDC's position on the Fair remains unchanged. That is to say we are keen
to work with others to contain and manage the Fair to ensure it passes off safely
and without the level of impact on the local community that has occurred at
times in the past.

On the particular issue of the start day, you must acknowledge that the degree of
control anyone has on when the field opens, is limited to various extents. This
applies to the field owners as well. The Council's position is to ensure first and
foremost that the Fair passes off safely and part of the consideration must be the
level of confrontation and public disorder that will occur if a very firm stance is
taken. The Injunction is live and is a tool to be used but can only realistically be
put into action with the support of the Police. It is for them to explain their view
on this but I know through my discussions with them that they are nervous of the
ramifications that attempting to enforce the injunction would have.

In the lead up to the October Fair I met the field owner along with the police.
We agreed to a Monday opening and the field owner made reasonable attempts
to communicate this to the gypsy community. There was no significant desire by
the owner to open the field sooner. He did, as agreed, move on to the field
with his family during the preceding weekend. This was limited to 3 caravans
only. The bund at the field entrance was reinstated once they had gained access
so that others could not do likewise.

One learning point from the past has been the need to improve the communication
with the field owners and the gypsy community in general. The County Council
Liaison Officer is now actively involved in this.

This will allow us to continue to work with them to come to reasonable solutions
to what is a difficult situation.” 

STOW FAIR
The Silver Group are a management team with
representation from  CDC, the Police and GCC. 

From a letter to Director of Support Services,
CDC from SMAG

“During the recent Silver Group Meeting held on 3rd
March 2009 there was a suggestion that the owners of
the Field be allowed to construct roadways.  Such
constructions would clearly be in contravention of
Planning Policy, especially in an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. This was clearly stated by the
Inspector in his Decision Letter dated 9th February
1995, when he required that roadways constructed at
that time should be removed. The making of roads
could also imply that there would be a change of use,
leading to the possibility of building houses on the
Field.

Bearing the above points in mind, we wish to advise
you that Local Residents would strenuously resist such
proposals.

At the same meeting it was suggested that the Fair had
never been for one day only. This reinforces our
concern that the current Silver Group is not sufficiently
au fait with the historical background of this event.

The original Fair set up under the Charter of 1476 was
for one day only, twice a year. The Gathering in its
present manifestation and the involvement of the
Gypsies has only developed gradually over the last
fifteen years or so and never with the consent of the
Residents of Stow or Maugersbury. 

This also is set out in the Inspector’s Decision letter,
but in view of the recent changes of personnel in the
CDC and the Police it may be helpful for you to see
the Brief History of the Gathering attached to this
letter and circulate to those concerned.

Yours sincerely,
Graham N.Golby, Chairman SMAG
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POOR OLD STOW!!
Taken from an eml from Judy Dean, White Hart Lane, Stow

There are not too many more than 2000 of us living in this charming old
Cotswold Market Town. Some of us have lived here for many years, some
for a lifetime, and others have been here for just a few months but not one
of us seems to have life exactly the way we would like it, and for very
many of us there are just a few too many issues that are making life less
than perfect, right now.

Personally, we were affected dramatically by the Beechcroft development,
as many of you will be aware if you have been following Press and in
particular the Stow Times' appraisal of the situation and CDC's
disappointing management of our intended eco-build (finally abandoned at
considerable cost to us!), and also by the closure of the gates at the White
Hart – a seemingly unnecessary piece of anti-Stowism, dividing the town
into two.

Apart from these two issues, which are top of our personal list, there is, in
addition, the closure of the Tourist Information Centre, and its proposed
move to the office in Moreton. How crazy? The office here in Stow has
served the town admirably for a long long time, and because CDC has
overspent on a somewhat messy and expensive scheme for the collection
and recycling of our rubbish, they can no longer afford to keep putting
money into the TIC here. Never mind that it could probably be self
supporting, given half a chance and a small grant.

Then there is the Brethrens' meeting hall. This is supposedly to be on land
earmarked for community use. The Stow community has an
overwhelmingly greater need for a new doctors' surgery with adequate
parking and that land would be ideal! Isn't there some way the land could
be shared? 

The snow caught us out too didn't it? And wasn't it lovely!  It brought a new
kind of sociability to the town - we called it 'snociability'. People trapped in
the town with no way to get their cars out onto the main roads, once they
were passable, were meeting and chatting on their way to fetch a bottle of
milk, a paper or a loaf of bread. All the issues were discussed and laughed
about and new friendships forged and old ones cemented, neighbour
helping neighbour (Betty Bayliss was so pleased when we returned her sock
she used to stop sliding on the ice). Great! After a week or ten days, we
started to wonder what was happening – were the snow ploughs ever going
to come and rescue us? Of course they did eventually get the gritters on to
the Fosse Way, and traffic started to flow again, and then we got a snow
plough down Well lane. That was fun! It managed to make a wall of snow
nearly 2 feet high across all the driveways opening on to the road! We had
to dig our way out of White Hart Lane – two Old Age Pensioners and a
couple of garden spades! With a little help from the manager of the YHA
when he realised what we were doing ( Many thanks to him!!) but none
from the landlords of the pub who immediately started using the lane again,
without comment, for the first time since the snow began!! 

Then of course there is the matter of the Gypsy Fairs. That has been an
ongoing problem since the organised sale of horses etc was removed from
the town and taken to Andoversford. No-one seems to have the power to
do anything about it. More recently there has been a noticeable
improvement for the towns people, but at what cost? Businesses are failing
because rents and rates are so high – rents are not high because of the fair
but I think the rates are, and that cost to the town will only grow, along
with lost revenue.

I was in business in the Square and while the nuisance value the travellers
brought was uncomfortable, it was the fact that our customers stayed away
from the town for the duration – there was little point in opening our
doors on fair day. Now people close for a week! How much business is lost
to the town? 

There must be other issues that right now escape my brain, but the overall
effect is a belief that someone somewhere has got it in for the people of
Stow! Here is a glorious country town that is being sidelined. We are told
that we are not alone, that there are many more equally pleasant country
towns with similar feelings of despondency and even despair. Perhaps this is
a political thing – the English people who live in the countryside and pay
their taxes without quibbling as they have always done, those who have
been instrumental in making Britain a good place to live and are now
retiring to a place they no longer recognise, these are the people who are
being ignored. It can't be right!  Judy Dean.

THE WHITE HART GATES 
Robin Jones, Leader of Stow Town Council, wrote to James
Arkell at Arkells Brewery, asking for his assistance in resolving
the difficult situation that arose with the closure of the gates at
the top of White Hart Lane. 

Mr Arkell replied on 4th March:

As you mention, for us to have invested in the White Hart, Stow, was
terrific in these times and the pub is doing really well and bringing
people to the town. This has kept the employment up and put Stow
on the map for excellent food and drink. The letting rooms in such
an old hotel have been decorated beautifully. Staying again will
enhance Stow on the Wold’s reputation as a destination. Users of the
gateway access at all times of the day and night was detrimental to
the business and success of the whole investment in money and time
by Paul and Mandy. The closure has given a secluded, private area to
a lovely busy market town; which is a feature of this trading outlet.
When all is finished in the stable yard area, it will again be something
your town will be proud of. Catering at this sort of level (way above
my knowledge!) that Paul achieves and is famous for, does require the
support from us all.

Arkell’s feel we should give them a fair crack of the whip doing what
they do best in the way they do it. Self employed people have much
need of encouragement to support their entrepreneurship towards
success n these grim times. Please bear with them and I believe you
will be proud of their achievements for Stow on the Wold and be able
to say Stow has one of the best restaurants/pub with accommodation
for miles around.

We are all aware of the difficulty being experienced by some due to
the access that they have come to expect. We apologise, but ask for
your indulgence.

Thank you once again.

Yours sincerely, James Arkell.

A Press Release from Robin Jones on 20th March.

After negotiations with Mr James Arkell I am delighted to report that
an agreement has been reached whereby access through the gates of
the White Hart will be re-instated. Our MP Mr Geoffrey Clifton
Brown and many others have been actively involved in achieving this
satisfactory result.

A proposed four foot wide path down through the area behind the
White Hart will be fenced to provide privacy for the hotel garden.
The owners maintain the right to close the gates should there be any
problems and also possibly overnight.

The re-opening of the gates will be a great benefit to many residents
and it is hoped that this facility will be treated with due respect.

Robin Jones
Mayor, Chairman of Stow Town Council
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Remember those amazing days when everything just falls into place?
When everyone seems attracted to you. When solutions just come.
When there’s a spring in your step. When money and opportunities
flow to you. So what if you lived every day just like that?

Since 2003 I have practiced and taught self-hypnosis and have
personally enjoyed the tremendous benefits. Those who
practice self-hypnosis report feeling calmer, sharper, more alert
and in control physically and mentally. 

What is self-hypnosis?
Hypnosis is the communication between the two levels of our
mind: the conscious and the sub-conscious (or unconscious).
Our conscious is the questioning, intellectual, rational part of
the mind containing our short term memory.

Our brain is just like an ice berg, with approximately 25% of
our brain being the conscious mind and the remaining vast
expanse being our sub-conscious mind, responsible for our
creative and emotional behaviour.

Our sub-conscious mind is in charge of our actions – doing
without thinking. Sub-conscious behaviour and reactions to
situations are formed from our strong beliefs, perceptions and
our social influence. So when people say “But that’s the way
I’ve always done it”, we know it’s simply a pattern of
behaviour.  Many of our behavioural patterns are useful, others
we may wish to change. Self-hypnosis is the most powerful and
efficient way that I know of doing this.

Many conditions can respond well to daily self–hypnosis,
though it is essential to get a good medical diagnosis first. For
example, it could be catastrophic to reduce a stomach ache or
a headache if in fact these symptoms are the life-saving alarm
signals to something potentially life threatening.

Train your brain-improve your life
When the appropriate use of self-hypnosis is mastered it isn’t
only a remedy for health problems and bad habits, it can also
dramatically improve our lives. By training our brain through
the practice of self-hypnosis, we can provide a vivid place in
which to rehearse ways of dealing with situations.

Which is why we can use it to dramatically increase our
confidence. Sports men and women frequently improve their
game and performance through self-hypnosis. By entering into
a deep and peaceful state of pure relaxation the sub-conscious

is receptive to imagining any
outcome. The key is to focus on a
desired outcome, rather than what
you don’t want to happen.

In the current credit crunch climate
exercising mindfulness and self-
hypnosis can significantly improve 

how you come at life, seeing opportunities rather than focusing
on the negative. Learning how to revolutionise 

the way you think, quickly and easily learning how to flood
your body and your brain with physical and mental energy, to
be able to come back from any set back.

Here’s an exercise you can do right away to start exploring this
powerful yet very simple technique …. And next month I’ll take us
deeper into hypnosis.

Exercise
– Find 5-30 minutes where you won’t be disturbed. Unplug

the phone. Or pull the car over in a lay-by.

– Practice listening to your body, be aware of your breath,
relax and release, let go of any tension. Be aware of your
hands, feet, neck, shoulders.  Imagine yourself in a place,
perhaps close to nature, where you feel safe.

– Use all your senses – listen, see, smell, touch, and really
feel it. Imagine yourself there.  Stay in the moment and
enjoy the peace, the feeling of calmness. Take three deep
anchoring breaths

– Practice increasing the time by 5 minutes every day.

Nicola Menage is a motivational hypnotherapist who works with
professionals and business owners. Through hypnotherapy and other
beneficial mind programming techniques she successfully works with
people to help them get their lives back in control by allowing them to
change the things they want to change in their business and personal lives.

For more information, including on Nicola’s next self-
hypnosis course on 14th & 15th June, call Nicola on
01451 831122, or visit www.feelgoodhypnosis.co.uk  

How to Manage your Mind, Emotions 
& Energy to Achieve Results
From Nicola Menage B.A.Hons., D.Hyp., HA.

The home of experienced complementary health specialists in Moreton, established 15
years ago by Sylvia Hemming, a McTimoney Chiropractor. Personal therapies available:-

ACUPUNCTURE ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE AROMATHERAPY
CHIROPODY CHIROPRACTIC COGNITIVE BEHAVIOUR THERAPY
HOMEOPATHY HYPNOTHERAPY INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE
IRIDOLOGY NATUROPATHY & NUTRITION REFLEXOLOGY

REMEDIAL MASSAGE

Introducing ….YVONNE HARTLEY
A chiropodist/podiatrist with a medical background and fifteen years experience,
Yvonne has recently joined the Natural Therapies team. She uses safe, traditional

methods and is renowned for her gentle, relaxing treatment. 

Yvonne is available for appointments
on Tuesdays and some Saturdays.

Natural Therapies Clinic
COMPLEMENTARY HEALTH CENTRE

The Clinic is open from 8.30-5.30 Monday to Friday with some evening and Saturday appointments.
Your first appointment will include an analysis of symptoms & treatment. Forecourt parking.

Grays Lane House, Old Town, Moreton in  Marsh, GL56 0LP
01608 650077    www.natural-therapies-clinic.co.uk
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Designed for your 
lifestyle 

Professional Service 

CHRIS TURNER 
Bespoke Kitchen Fitter 
Mob. 07798 602 113 

Eml. Chris-turner@dial.pipex.com

Your Kitchen –
EXACTLY as you want it to be..

Timeless elegance, Funky

All the latest gadgets

l-o-a-d-s of storage options

Built on solid foundations and with 40 years experience in the
building industry, Chris Turner has specialised in kitchen
installation for the past ten years. 

Fitting Bespoke Kitchens means just that – your choice of
kitchen – traditional, farmhouse, ‘shaker’ or contemporary
designs, by Poggenpohl, Wellman, Magnet and others.
Quality appliances, lighting, accessories, tiling and flooring
complete each totally individual kitchen, ‘topped’ with
brand-name granite or corian worktops. Friendly
personalised guidance to help you achieve the kitchen you
have been planning, with a realistic budget and timetable. 

Chris has established a good working relationship with most
major kitchen suppliers, building a reputation for quality
workmanship and highly professional standards.

CHRIS TURNER
Mob. 07798 602 113

Eml. chris-turner@dial.pipex.com

Sophisticated

S. WHITWORTH
PLUMBING • HEATING
BOILER REPLACEMENT

OIL • GAS • LPG

MORETON IN MARSH
0077883300  115544886644  0011660088  665522003344

whitquadder@btinternet.com

D M CARPETS
FITTED CARPET SPECIALIST

INCLUDING VINYL & NATURAL FLOORING

Competitive prices
Samples brought to your home

Free no obligation estimates

Tel: 01608 652 469  Mob: 07828 177 614
Email: dmcarpets@btinterenet.com
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A ‘great celebration’ in the 1820s

In 1826 a horse drawn railway opened with ‘great
celebration’, travelling from Moreton-in-Marsh to
Shipston-on-Stour. The ‘tramway’ was profitable, making
an annual profit of about £3,000, and the line was rented
by the Oxford, Worcester & Wolverhampton Railway
(OW&WR, future partner of the Great Western Railway,
GWR) who ran a twice daily passenger service, still horse
drawn, from 1853, connecting Moreton to Stratford. The
line was last used about 1904, and abandoned in 1926.  

By the early days of the 20th century however, steam
railway lines criss-crossed the Cotswolds, from Newcastle
to Cardiff via Banbury; Cheltenham to Gloucester and
Gloucester to Swindon, with stations at:-

Fairford, Cirencester, Highworth, Chipping Norton,
Hook Norton, Great Rollright, Stow, Moreton,
Bourton, Andoversford, Kingham (one of ‘the more
remote stations’ originally called Chipping Norton
Junction), Adlestrop, Chipping Campden,
Honeybourne, Charlbury, Ascot-under-Wychwood,
Shipston and Blockley,

Many stations had goods yards and sheds, with facilities
for handling livestock and fruit grown in the Vale of
Evesham, some with side lines for stopping trains, fast
trains running through on avoiding lines. 

The profusion of lines increased industry and prosperity for
the small towns in the area. At Moreton-in-Marsh, for
example, the local newspaper The Moreton Free Press
(founded 1850) was soon being read in the neighbouring
towns of Chipping Campden, Shipston and Blockley the
same day. Towns like Moreton, described earlier in the
decade as a ‘curious half forsaken old town’, began to liven
up, their cattle and sheep markets prospering now that
stock could be moved quickly by train.

…“the station forecourt would be crowded with horse
cabs and small boys, who offered to carry baggage up to
the town. Hotels had their own ‘conveyances’, loaded
carriages and carts trundling up the hill to the town.
Parcels sent by rail were generally collected by a carrier
with a horse cart or donkey cart, although GWR operated
its own parcels delivery service at Chipping Norton, first
with a horse drawn cart, then supplemented by a smart
motor lorry in the 1930s”   

Our Heritage –
The Cotswold Lines

Drawn from ‘COTSWOLD MEMORIES: Recollections of Rural Life in the Steam Age’ by Ron Pigram &
Dennis F Edwards, published 1996 (very kindly loaned by Morgan Davies, Stow) and from the internet site
‘Mike’s Railway History, Railways as they were in the years until 1935’. With thanks to both sources.
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Speed becomes an issue

After the First World War there were already distant signs
that the railway was beginning to feel competition from
more speedy routes – and by road transport. The local
train service was reduced to two trains a day each way
from Kingham to Cheltenham, with four trains to Banbury.
The service improved with the introduction of the GWR
‘Flying Banana’ diesel railcar. 

This popular auto train service had originated as the
Edwardian ‘rail motors’ such as the Flying Banana, and
continued to operate until 1958. 

The timetables cautioned passengers that ‘there is only
one Class – limited accommodation’.

Getting Faster…and faster!

The inter-war years saw a great speeding-up of passenger
train services to Cheltenham, culminating in the famous
Cheltenham Flyer. Introduced on 9 July 1923, it was
acclaimed by 1929 as the world’s fastest train, with a
record run on 6 June 1932 to Paddington with an average
speed of 71.4 mph. 

Adlestrop. The Worcester Express speeds through while the
station staff pose for the photographer. It was around this time
that the station was immortalised by Edward Thomas in his
poem ‘I Remember Adlestrop’. 

Ascott under Wychwood – the station in the heyday of the
railway, with a GWR local goods train waiting for the signal.

(above) Moreton-in-Marsh. An AEC type rail car (known as the ‘Flying Banana’) arriving on the down platform in the 1950s. The
railcars were popular for intermediate services on the OW&WR. 

(above right) looking north, with an AEC rail car. To the left beyond the station buildings were stables for the horses used on the
Moreton-Stratford Railway of 1829. Horse power was used because it was felt it was more reliable than the steam locomotives
then available.
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The ‘Cheltenham Flyer’
Great Britian's Fastest Start-to-Stop Schedule

Great Western Railway’s ‘Cheltenham Flyer’ marks a stage in
railway history. For some years this famous express service
held the unchallenged title as the world's fastest train with
the 71.4 mph run of the ‘Cheltenham Flyer.’

However, it’s only over the main line from Swindon to
Paddington that the Cheltenham Flyer can be said really to
‘fly.’ From Cheltenham to Swindon the distance of
approximately 44 miles required 71 minutes, an average of
37 miles per hour – somewhat short of express speed.
Among the principal reasons were the stops at Cheltenham
(Malvern Road), Gloucester, Stroud and Kemble, and the very
steep climb up through the Cotswolds to Sapperton Tunnel.
At Swindon Brunel's original main line is reached, and from
there to Paddington the gradients were almost exclusively in
favour of the engine, and with no speed reductions whatever
so that the course was with little doubt the best that Great
Britain had to offer for railway speed exploits.

In 1923 GWR decided to cut the time taken by the
Swindon-Paddington afternoon express from Cheltenham to
London down, to the then unprecedented time of 75
minutes. By 1929, faced with a serious challenge to the
title of ‘The World’s Fastest Train’ from America, a second
cut was made in the timing of the ‘Cheltenham Flyer,’ and
the time allowance from Swindon to Paddington came
down to 70 minutes. This raised the start-to-stop speed to
66.3 miles an hour – and GWR possessed the fastest
booked run in the world.

The next challenge came from Canada and in September
1931 GWR made a further cut in the ‘Cheltenham Flyer's’
Swindon-Paddington journey time to 67 minutes, raising the
average speed to 69.2 mph. The temptation to achieve the
first 70 mph booking on record became too strong to resist,
and in the summer of 1932 the schedule from Swindon to
Paddington came down to 65 minutes, with the average
start-to-stop speed rising to 71.4 mph. At the same time, the
Cheltenham-London time was reduced to 2 hours 20 minutes,
setting up a new standard of speed travel from this popular
spa to London.

Almost invariably the engine employed was a four-cylinder 4-
6-0 Castle class…”for sustained high speed with a moderate
load, a Castle is undoubtedly the ideal engine”. No one
engine was exclusively allotted to the ‘Cheltenham Flyer’ run,
and a considerable variety of Castles, and engine-crews,
operated the train, with keen competition as to who could
make the best speeds.

The "Cheltenham Flyer" itself normally consisted of a third-
class brake, a bogie third-class coach, two first- and third-
class composites, and another third-class brake. The
carriages bore head-boards inscribed ‘Cheltenham Spa
Express’ – curiously enough, the popular title of ‘Cheltenham
Flyer’ never appeared in the timetables and very seldom in
any other official announcement. The train usually operated
with seven coaches, weighing 218 tons, although at week-
ends and in the busy summer season it could be considerably
heavier than this.

"MONMOUTH CASTLE" One of the ten Castle class engines
constructed in 1935 at the Great Western Railway's Swindon
works. Locomotives of this class were generally used for the
haulage of the ‘Cheltenham Flyer,’ and were stationed for the
purpose at Old Oak Common engine sheds. They were brought
into service for the summer traffic, operating the 10.45 am. from
Paddington to Gloucester, and returning with the ‘Flyer’" – a
round trip of 228 miles. A number of different engines and crews
were used on the run.

THE WORLD'S FASTEST STEAM TRAIN in regular service from
1932 until 1935 was the "Cheltenham Flyer". This picture shows
the celebrated express passing through Slough, Bucks, at speed.
On a normal run the highest speeds – anything from 80 to 85
mph – are generally reached near Steventon which is 56.5 miles
from Paddington, and at Slough, a distance of 18.5 miles from
Paddington.

PLEASE NOTE – these 2 photos are from the internet and are
not best quality.
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The Cotswolds – no longer remote. 

It is difficult to pinpoint the exact time when
Cotswold village life became ‘modern’. Perhaps it
can be dated to when regular motor buses ran
through the villages and it became more common
for wealthier villagers to own second hand cars.
Many Army surplus lorries were bought by ex-
servicemen, beginning transport businesses
often based in the local smithy-cum-garage. By
the late 1930’s the arrival of chain stores began
to alter the way of rural life. At weekends families
would take the new motor bus and travel as far
as Cirencester, Cheltenham and Swindon, where
Woolworths and Marks & Spencers had arrived,
with glass shop fronts, electric lighting and lifts.
The modern store, together with the cinema, did
more to change the villagers’ outlook on life than
ever the railways did in the 19th century.

Kingham c.1900. The original
name was Chipping Norton
Junction. Local trains came
off the main Banbury to
Cheltenham line.

(above) Passengers are
changing from the Banbury
train to the Oxford and
Paddington train. 

(bottom photo) The building
on the left was the Langstone
Arms Hotel, which at one time
was connected by an
extension to the station
footbridge. Next to the hotel
was a small cattle market.  

The Second World War brought a last great revival of
railways in the Cotswolds, with new airfields and Army
camps being built across the area. Goods trains ran hour
after hour, with passenger trains and troop specials
bringing new life and purpose. From then on the
Cotswolds were never again remote and unknown. 

For a decade after 1945 Cotswold road and rail services
still formed a vital part of the region’s life. Then, it
seemed, everybody acquired motor cars and things were
changed forever. By the end of the 1950s local services
were becoming uneconomic and the railway began to
die. Express goods trains ceased, leaving only local
‘pick-ups’, which were always threatened by road
delivery services. 

At one time railway journalists had called the Banbury to
Cheltenham line the ‘longest branch line in England’…
retaining the leisurely aspect of the rural railway, and
running through no major towns.  The line between
Banbury and Chipping Norton closed to passenger trains
in December 1962, goods traffic from December 1965.
The Kingham to Cheltenham section closed in 1962.

Regeneration

Today the line had been regenerated at Toddington
where the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway
Preservation Society has a steam centre. The GWR is an
all-volunteer steam and diesel heritage railway. Since
1981, the volunteers have restored over 10 miles of line
together with platforms, buildings, steam and diesel
locomotives and rolling stock. In 1984 the first services
ran over just 700 yards of track at Toddington. Twenty
five years later the railway runs a comprehensive
timetable of services as well as a host of special events,
including steam and diesel galas, popular 'Cheltenham
Fryer' Fish & Chip Specials, Elegant Excursions dining
trains and Santa Specials.

Visit the GWR at Toddington, Winchcombe,
or Cheltenham Race Course stations.

Weekend services started in March and
a full timetable is available from April

throughout the summer months.
Tel: 01242 621405 www.gwsr.com 
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I first became interested in the GWR line at Stow Railway Station
when my father was head postman at Stow post office. When war
was declared I was at senior school and when rationing came in
the post office cut down on petrol for the vans. The outgoing
evening mail trains were the 5.25pm to Oxford and the 8.10pm to
Cheltenham and my father had to carry the mail, usually two bags,
down the hill to the station. He had been a soldier in the 1914-18
war, was wounded and lost an eye, so my mother made one of us
walk with him to the station each time, as of course there was a
blackout and in winter that was not good. I decided I would work at
the station when I left school.

I started work as a lad porter in May 1944, when WW2 was on. I
was there until the middle of 1947, when I joined the Royal Navy. It
was a small station – 1 platform, 1 ticket and Station Master’s
office, 1 waiting room, toilets, 1 goods shed, 1 signal box, 1
paraffin and lamp shed, 1 permanent way ganger shed, 2 railway
sidings, 1 weighbridge, a fuel dump at the end of sidings and 1
hand operated crane. The Station Master was a Mr Unit; secretary,
Margaret Pugh from Bourton on the Hill. The signalmen were Bill
Close and Vic Deacon, the porter was Brad Hemming and myself,
lad porter. The GWR van delivery driver was Mr Bill Hemmings from
Bourton on the Water. The fuel dump manager was Mr Clarence
Hopkins from Stow and the fuel tank drivers were Ken Farnham and
Ivor Minchin from Bourton.

The passenger and goods trains ran from St James Station,
Cheltenham via Andoversford, Notgrove, Bourton on the Water, Stow
on the Wold to Kingham Junction and the same in reverse. The
goods trains increased as the war went on, carrying RAF plane parts
and army supplies. There were more troop trains too, and German
prisoners of war came in to go to the prison camp at Spring Hill.

My job was to sweep the platform, clean the waiting room, check
luggage trolleys and outgoing goods, open doors for passengers,
carry luggage, help unload parcel goods from trains and put in
shed for delivery. I also pumped water by hand from a pump in the
garden of the Station Master’s house on the Burford Road; 100/200
pumps every day down to the station, a very cold job in the winter.

On a brighter side, another of my jobs was to release racing
pigeons from their baskets, making a note of the time of release on
the basket label. I had to make sure there were no wires close by.

I loved to refill and clean the signal lamps 1/4 mile on the Bourton
on the Water side and 1/4 mile on the Kingham side. I had to climb
the ladder and would wave to the drivers and passengers as they
went by. I also did the gardening at the station, helped Brad
Hemmings the porter to shunt coal trucks, goods trucks and fuel
tankers into position in the sidings; checked the weight of lorries
on the weighbridge and unloaded large things from trucks with the
crane. With the help of Bill Close, I applied to become a fireman on
the steam trains, going to Gloucester railway yard to see about it.
The lodgings were not very good so I stayed at Stow Station, still
walking down and back up in all weathers.

The one and only time I had a ride on the footplate of a steam train
was a day when a driver of a goods train waiting at Bourton station,
phoned Bill Close in the signal box at Stow, to send me to the
Farmers Arms (now Roman Court) to get him a bottle of cider and
some tobacco. I said I would if he gave me a ride on the engine. He
agreed and I ran to the pub and back. When the train came into the
station I gave him his goods and he took me all the way to Kingham
station. On the way I had to shovel coal into the firebox. I thought,
that would teach me to bribe him! But I really enjoyed it.

You could hear a train and see the steam billowing out when it was
a long way down the track. When it was very foggy we had to put
detonators on the lines down the track to let drivers know they
were near the station, and they really did make a loud bang. I
remember the big snow we had in February 1947 – I struggled to
get down to the station, only to find that there were no trains
running until the track was cleared.

I was 17 in May 1947 and decided to join the Royal Navy, going to
sea in 1948. Coming home on leave, it was really nice pulling into
Stow on the Wold station. I had a free taxi ride by Mr Stan Hyde
into Stow, who ran the taxi service from the station and had a
garage in Stow.

Sadly, the Stow line was closed when Dr Beeching axed a lot of
the railways.

THOSE WERE GOOD DAYS!!!!

Editor’s comment:
We are very grateful to Morgan Davis in Stow for the initial
inspiration for this article and the loan of a beautiful book,
‘Cotswold Memories: Recollections of Rural Life in the Steam Age’
by Ron Pigram and Dennis F Edwards; and to Frank Williams, also
in Stow, who recorded his personal memories for this article.

My Memories of Working at Stow Station G.W.R.
By Frank Williams
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IN NEED OF A
MAKE-OVER?

OR COMPLETE
RENOVATION?

THE RIGHT
PRODUCTS,

AND THE
RIGHT TEAM
FOR THE JOB

S & J 
TILING & REFURBISHMENT

Steve Preece 07909 877 565 | James Preece 07876 671 911
Cotswolds | Leamington Spa | Stratford-on-Avon

Warwick and beyond!
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Have you only ever dreamed of owning a bespoke kitchen?
Here are 5 reasons why you should talk to us...
• Our unique and stylish design will make your dream become a reality
• Fully accountable project manager to relieve your stress
• Reassuring 10 year guarantee on our hand built cabinetry
• Only ever expertly installed by us
• Wide range of appliances and accessories always available

“Thank you, you and your team are first class”
Mrs M, Gloucestershire

Call us now on 01608 642266 to
organise your free consultation
The Cotswold Country Kitchen Company
Unit 8 Worcester Road Industrial Estate 
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire OX7 5XW
www.cotswoldcountrykitchens.com
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Let us take away those wash-day blues –
and take a load off your mind

What We Offer
Mary’s Laundry is a friendly family owned and operated business
serving Bourton on the Water and the surrounding area. We take
away your washday blues. Gentlemen’s shirts are a speciality and
we offer first class cleaning for suits, dresses, gowns, ties, etc., as
well as curtains, feather and fibre duvets and cushions. 

Expert Staff
All dry cleaning is done on site by fully trained staff. A regular
training programme keeps all staff up to date with the latest dry
cleaning methods.

Quick Wash
For business people in a rush, busy families or holiday makers we
offer an express same day service. Drop your clothes in before
11am and collect them before 5 the same day! 

Complete Laundry Service
Our self service launderette and service wash is ideal for visitors
to the area.

Personal Touch
Mary’s Laundry take great pride in giving a personalised service
with quality hand finishing. Our service wash with the option of
dry, fold or ironing takes the stress away from wash day.

Our Specialities
– Dry cleaning
– Gentleman’s shirt service
– Light commercial laundry for restaurants, hotels and

guest houses
– Dry & fold, ironing
– Alterations and repairs
– Friendly customer service
– Horse rugs laundered and re-proofed – and repaired
– Tack room washables
– All commercial enquiries welcome

And That’s Not All…
To enhance our already comprehensive range of services we
are also offering the following:

• Agents for Brian England 
• Traditional Shoe Repair
• Professional Tailoress for all your alterations, designer

outfits and sewing jobs
• Specialist Suede & Leather cleaning.

Excellence is Our Standard

V                                         V V V

Mary’s Laundry Ltd
High Street, Bourton on the Water, GL54 2AR  Tel 01451 820808

MUCH MORE THAN 
JUST A LAUNDRY

Loose buttons & hooks,
Yellow Hat and greetings 
cards, books, local honey 
and eggs, local notice board. 
Pop in and meet Jayne, 
Debbie, Sam and Kim….
there’s even a five minute 
parking slot outside.

Opening Hours

MONDAY TO FRIDAY:
8.30am – 5.30pm

SATURDAY: 
8.30am – 2pm

“The Old Mangle” © from an original
painting by Irene George. 01993 832042
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Furniture Restoration
& Repair/Handyman

Furniture restoration and repair.

Assembling flat pack furniture.

Putting up shelves, mirrors, pictures, curtain poles etc.

Jonathan Ward
01608 664626
07913 560946

No job too small.  Free quotations in the local area.

So, does Stow (and the wider community) need a VIC? 
Yes it does, like it needs every other service and business that makes up the unique
and rich tapestry that is Stow. Together they keep the money going round in our
community and that keeps the town alive. If you don’t earn here you probably spend
here, possibly both, and every contribution helps.

The VIC facility isn’t the only or even the most important way that tourists will find
out about Stow before they visit – most of the hotels rely almost entirely on internet
bookings. But once people are here the way they find out how to enjoy themselves is
by talking, asking and finding out…….and every day that someone stays here they
are putting money into the community.

CDC provided figures on the costs and income for Stow VIC, and it is the total
package of rent, staffing and services that makes it an expensive item for CDC to
keep when they are needing to make financial savings. Stow isn’t very high on
Cirencester’s priority list, we don’t tick many boxes for them, and tourism ‘per se’
can be handled by staff at Cirencester and Moreton. Four years ago Cllr Girling
proposed setting up a cross-party advisory panel to look at delivering tourism
services online. To some degree they have achieved that, but without considering the
impact of their actions. 

Tom Wright, Chief Executive of Visit Britain was interviewed last month about their
current promotion of the UK as a national and international destination – it was
British Tourism Week. The latest research shows that there is a 56% increase in the
appeal of short breaks in the UK as exchange rates deter people from going abroad.
Just as important, the UK looks 27% cheaper to visitors from China, Japan and USA,
and 15% cheaper to visitors from the Eurozone. He went on to say  “We are a great
destination that has seemed expensive for so many years, and it is now affordable.

We are promoting the UK as being good value, and not just in the travel agent
catalogues but in the lifestyle magazines and  the business journals abroad. It is
difficult for many people in UK to fully appreciate that the UK has a unique ‘brag
factor’ which makes it appeal to wealthy people, and it is hard to replicate anywhere
else. Those people will come now.”

The future for a Cotswold Information Centre
A couple of possibilities for housing and running an Information Centre in Stow are
being discussed with local business people, CDC and Stow Town Council now. There
may not be a quick answer however – the hand-over of information and booking
facilities is a major task, with staffing and training to consider, a new name and
contact details – all just as the 2009 season starts to swing into gear! 

When the Stow VIC closes it will leave a big hole in the community. It will be another
empty business premises of course, and there will be many times that people will
stop and ask “Where is the information centre?” We will miss seeing Veronica,
Maggie and Wendy, and miss them being there to answer our queries and sell us
tickets for local events, although I’m sure we will see them around and about. The
biggest loss will be the service that they gave, and the wealth of skills and
information that they built up over the years helping people to get the best out of
their time in Stow. Thank you ladies, you’ve been very special, and we will miss you. 

i INFORMATION – Who wants it?   Who needs it?
Continued from page 4.

Last month we announced the opening of the latest Maison Blanc store in Burford,
with a competition to win an indulgent afternoon tea for yourself & three friends.
To enter the competition we asked you to tell us what makes a coffee shop or tea
room stand out from the crowd for you? There were lots of entries – the lucky one
drawn out of the hat, was from VALERIE JONES in BLOCKLEY. 
Bon Appetit!

WIN
an indulgent

afternoon tea for 4

COTSWOLD ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

All Electric work undertaken. Reliable and tidy
Professionally qualified Contractor.

• New installations
• Rewires
• Lighting
• Sockets
• Night storage heaters fitted and repaired
• Distribution boards/fuse boxes renewed
• Showers
• Cookers
• Intruder alarms
• Security lighting
• Garden lighting and outdoor sockets
• Fault finding and repairs.

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL
0797 435 3863
01608 644842

graeme@cotswoldelectricalcontracotrs.co.uk

NICEIC DOMESTIC RETAILER – PART P REGISTERED

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALLOUT
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MORETON RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB
A FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION DEVELOPMENT CLUB

www.clubwebsite.co.uk/moretonrangersfc

Moreton Rangers U14
Moreton Rangers Under 14 team have a new kit to wear, thanks to
the generous sponsorship of The Cotswold Casement Company.

Mark Boydell, manager of the Under 14 Team was pleased to see  his
team sporting their new shirts. “It is great for the team to be
sponsored by a local business and I would like to thank Cotswold
Casements for their support on behalf of everybody connected with
the Under 14 team.”

The team have had a tough season but credit must go to Mark
Boydell and his assistant Tom Ford for keeping the team going
despite a shortage of players – and now they are in a comfortable
position in their league. Mark and Tom thank all the boys for their
efforts during the season.

Moreton Veterans Team – for players over 35 yrs old
The Veterans Team is looking for new players from the North
Cotswolds who are interested in playing with others of a similar age.
The team play in the Hellenic Veterans League and the emphasis is
on enjoyment of the game when the limbs do not allow playing with
youngsters anymore!

Contact the Club Secretary Martin Jones on 01608 650955

Under-14's 'B' 
League 

Pl W D L GF GA Pts Pt. 
Ded.  

Middleton Cheney       14 11 3 0 52 14 36
Launton Boys                13 8 2 3 25 15 26
Azad Hill                         14 6 2 6 35 28 20
Garden City                   14 6 2 6 37 28 20
Wychwood 12 6 0 6 27 34 17 -1
Eynsham Youth 13 4 4 5 31 37 16
Moreton Rangers 12 4 3 5 22 22 15
Witney Vikings  12 4 0 8 22 34 12
 Grendon Rangers 14 1 2 11 23 62 5

NORTHWICK BOWLING CLUB opens on 19th April
New members are very welcome to come along and give it a try. We also have a
social evening every Friday during the winter months along with a darts team on
Tuesday evenings. 
Please contact Barbara Prew on 01608 650853 or Les Moulder on 01386 700393 –
or just come along to the bowls club at 3 pm on the 19th April. 

You’ll be very welcome.

LOCAL CHARITIES ARE 
WINNERS IN MARTIAL
ARTS EVENT
Neil Hall 0751 7437 300 email: lctkd@btinternet.com

Twenty six local martial artists, some as young as seven, gained new
belts when they passed grading examinations last month – then
celebrated with a marathon display of fitness in support of local
charities. Students from London Chinatown TaeKwonDo’s classes
raised 100s of pounds for local charities including the Broadway
Youth Centre and Cruse Bereavement Care by each completing up to
100 bouts of sparring in a sponsored event.

“We are so proud of the students,” said head of the national
association John Swift, who attended the event and took part in the
100 spars himself. “This is a wonderful demonstration of what
Taekwondo is about – incredible fitness, a dedication to the highest
standards, and genuine commitment to others”

Many families took part in the day, taking the grading exams
together and supporting family members in the 100 spars. “The
family feel of our London Chinatown TaeKwonDo classes is very
important,” said Neil Hall, Chief Instructor. “Families really enjoy
taking part all together, and it’s popular with young and old alike.
We had quite a few children taking grading exams alongside their
parents, with their grandparents along to give their support too!”

H I R ET H E

24 HOUR PRIVATE HIRE SERVICE

cotswold district council fully licensed vehicle & driver 
LONG & SHORT DISTANCESRACE COURSES

AIRPORT TRANSFERSCOTSWOLDS TOURS

07974 813 278 01451 822 844
info@theshireprivatehire.com

Moreton in Marsh Bowls Club
(next to the Hospital)

Outdoor season commences 18th April 2009

OPEN DAY – Saturday 9th May
All are very welcome

Come and try bowls with our qualified coaches. All equipment provided free.
(wear flat soled shoes please) Starting between 2.00 and 2.30 pm

Also every Monday at 6.30pm from 11th May onwards

Just come along!

Further information: Chairman Barry Peaston 01608 650526
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March highlights

Sunday 1st
SRFC U15s 48 
Wooton Basset RFC U15s 19

It was a great morning for running
rugby and good handling after a long
winter stoppage. Although raring to go
both teams looked ring rusty as firstly
Louis Millar of Stow and then Josh Legg
for the visitors took advantage of some
sleepy defence and poor tackling to
trade early scores.

From the restart Edward Fanshaw ran
the ball back hard into the Wooton’s 22
and Elliot Stook powered through the
Wooton defence for a try. Elliot Stook
added a second try to his tally to open up a seemingly comfortable lead before
visitors Liam Oliver, Josh Legg and Dan Gearer cut the gap to just 5 points. Stow
came roaring back;  Ben Eakins stole lineout ball to feed Louis Millar who crossed
under the post and next Rhys Powell hit a gap in the line to race home and restore
the buffer.

Not to be outdone by their backs the Stow forwards surged ahead and despite some
gritty defence James Clements crashed over from close in and Elliot Stook, now in
unstoppable form, used his pace, size and a series of well executed handoffs to smash
through the defence for his 3rd try. 

Picture Elliot Stook rises high in search of lineout ball

Sunday 8th
Evesham RFC 0  Stow on the Wold RFC 15
Having lost the last meeting between these teams Stow were determined to not be
beaten again. As the sides ran out the weather deteriorated and a cold wind drove
rain across the pitch; it was clearly not a day for the faint-hearted or an open game.
Mistakes abounded but some magnificent back row play from Toby Stayt and Mikey
Wood earned Stow the advantage and the ball to spin wide to Louis Millar who
rounded the defence for the first try.

In the second half Louis Millar scored his second try to make the game safe but it was
the huge efforts of the forwards that shaped the game. George Collett put in some big
tackles whilst James Clement and Elliot Stooke never took a backward step. Without
any continuity in the game tempers frayed and Stow were reduced to 14 players.
Evesham took advantage and came forward strongly but Sam Canning harassed the
base of the scrum, forced the mistake and hacked Stow 50m back up field where the
game ended.

Sunday 15th
Stow on the Wold U15s 0  Worcester U 15s 29
Without some key players Stow were going to be hard pressed to hold their own
against a well drilled strong squad from Worcester. When the visitors ran in an early
try it looked ominous but Stow showed great spirit, upped their game and pressed
Worcester back deep into their 22.

In the second ? Stow’s discipline slipped and they were punished with a number of
penalties that made it impossible for them to establish any continuity in their game.
Worcester varied their game well using forwards and backs effectively.

Despite getting a good share of territory Stow were denied a score whilst the visitors
scored 2 further tries to give a final score that did not do justice to the way Stow had
matched Worcester for long periods of the game.

Stow-on-the-Wold & District
Rugby Football Club

- High Quality Professional-

DOG
GROOMING
• Brush • Wash

• Shampoo & Condition

• Clipping • Hand Stripping

• Collection / Delivery Service

Tel: 01386 421463

Mob: 07917 605545Jimhilly

YOUR HELP PLEASE
We need help delivering Stow Times in Stow – can you help please. 

Every delivery is appreciated, and not just by us.
We get calls and comments every month from people telling us that they enjoy
receiving the paper.

10 – 30 minutes a month
In just 10 – 30 minutes quite a large number of copies can be delivered, and
only a few of the deliveries will need more time than that. It is generally an
enjoyable way to spend some time, particularly if you like meeting people and
have the time to chat….or if you are walking to keep fit.

The times shown here are estimates based on the timethat we take ourselves, and
exclude ‘chatting time’!)

Delivering STOW TIMES in Stow –
KING GEORGES FIELD & BAILEYS CLOSE (can be split) –  approx 40 minutes
GRIFFIN CLOSE –  approx 15 minutes
UNION STREET – approx 40 minutes
CONDURROW COURT – approx 10 minutes
MOUNT PLEASANT – approx 15 minutes
DIGBETH STREET – approx 10 minutes
STOW SQUARE, HIGH STREET & PARSONS CORNER – approx 15 minutes
CHURCH STREET & CHURCH ALLEY – approx 6 minutes.
WELL LANE – approx 15 minutes 
GLEBE CLOSE – approx 10 minutes
JUBILEE COURT – approx 6 minutes
WHITE HART LANE – approx 5 minutes
KINGS ARMS LANE – approx 5 minutes

If you can help we will deliver copies to you for the first weekend of each month
– you can deliver them whenever it fits in with you. 

Do call 07789 175 002 or email stow-times@dial.pipex.com

Thank you. Editor

As community publications Stow Times & Moreton Times are produced &
distributed almost entirely by volunteers. Community items, events and
fundraising activities are all carried free of charge.
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Cotswold Investment Club
1st Tuesday of each month
Contact – Roger Turner 01608 658496

Life Saving Club (Fire College)
Co-ordinator Lynette Mantle 01386 882430

N Cotswold Bee-Keepers Assoc
Julie Edwards 01608 659396  julia@ncbka.org.uk

N Cotswold Bridge Club
Meets Bourton on the Hill on Tues, Weds, Thurs   
Alan Lamb 01386 701603

N Cotswold Disabled Club
Joan M Oughton 01451 830580

N Cotswold Digital Camera Club
James Minter 01451 824175  www.ncdcc.co.uk

N Cotswold National Trust
Sec Dr Colin Ellis 01451 822208

N Cotswold Probus Club
Meets 2nd & 4th Thurs mornings
Sec Warren Wood 01451 831071

N Cotswolds Rotary
Local Contact Brian Honess 01451  830052

N Cotswold U3A
Contact Peter Akass 01386 853905

Royal British Legion 
Branch T 831550 and 07779 452396
Club at Well Lane, Stow T 830242

Scottish Country Dance Group
Brenda Parsons 01451 831876

Stow & District Stroke Club 
Margaret Peaston  01608  650526
Alternate Mons 10-12, Fisher House Stow

Stow Embroiderers’ Guild
Tel 01451 832427

Stow Gardening Club
First Monday, 7 for 7.30pm at Church Rooms, Stow

Stow Guides
rowena.powell@btopenworld.com
Stow WI
Eve Knight 831189/Betty Phelps 820556

Adlestrop Cricket Club
Nick 01451 831458/Eric 01451 830793

Bledington Toddler Group
Nicki 01608 658137 Mon 10-11.30am 

Cotswold Walkers
Jeanette Hughes 01285 623450
Every Thurs 2pm Moreton Area Centre

London Chinatown TaeKwonDo
Weds, 6.30pm Kids & families
7.30pm teens & adults
Redesdale Hall, Moreton 0751 7437 300

Moreton Bowling Club
Margaret 01451 821399/Tom 01608 651761

N Cotswolds Youth Cricket Club
Shaun Williams 01608 652138
www.ncycc.co.uk

Stow Cricket Club 
c/o Royal British Legion, Stow 01451 830242

Stow Rugby Club
Ian Roberts – 0777 5998551
www.stowrfc.co.uk

Tae Kwon Do Assoc of GB
Lee Chapman 07977 560086  lee@tkdschools.co.uk

Campden Music Society
Carol Jackson – concert Mgr
Cra.jackson@virgin.net

Cotswold Choral Society
David South 01451 870494
Thurs 7.30-9.30pm at Upper/Lower Slaughter Village Halls

Kingham Choral Society
Derek Woods 01608 658738

Stow Junior Singers
Ages 5-8 Sats 10.30-11.30 am at St Edwards Church Room, Stow

Stow Youth Singers
(Ages 9+) Linda Green – 01451 830327 
Fridays Term Time, 6-7pm at St Edwards Church Room, Stow

Cotswold West Gallery Group
Caroline Ungoed-Thomas 01451 830537

County Cllr Barry Dare
Shire Hall, Gloucester GL1 2GT
01452 425000/01386 701280  
barry.dare@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Cotswold District Council
Cirencester – Trinity Road, Cirencester
01285 623000 www.cotswold.gov.uk

Moreton Area Centre
High Street Moreton  01608 650881
moreton@cotswold.gov.uk

District Cllr Merryl Phillips
01285 623870/01608 658822
Merryl.Phillips@cotswold.gov.uk

District Cllr David Penman
01285 623808/01451 830479  
David.Penman@Cotswold.gov.uk

Glos Market Towns Forum
Main office: 01452 425953
www.town2town.org.uk 

Glos Rural Community Council 
Marilyn Cox 01452 528491
marilync@grcc.org.uk 
glosrcc@grcc.org.uk
www.grcc.org.uk 

Stow Town Council  
Stow Council Office, Stow Youth Club, Stow, GL54 1AB          
Tel 01451 832585  info@stowonthewold.net

Visitor Information Centre
The Square, Stow Tel 831082  stowvic@cotswold.gov.uk

Fair Shares 
N Cotswolds Community Time Bank
01608 812338 fairshares@phonecoop.coop

Friends of Stow Surgery
01451 832200 & 830610

Homestart N Cotswolds
Lesley Thorn 01451 831781  

N Cotswold Friendship Centre
(Affiliated to Heyday)  01993-842820/01386-700656
colman@oxon1939.fsnet.co.uk

Stow Civic Society
Secretary Tel 01451 833783

Stow Times
PO Box 6, Stow, GL54 1WD
Tel 07789 175 002  stow-times@dial.pipex.com

RNLI N Cotswold Branch
Chairman Diana Porter 01451 830508
Stow Fund  
Robert Barnett – robertbarnett@btinternet.com tel: 870349

Army Cadets at Moreton/Bourton
Weds 7.30-9.30pm
Major M G Little 01451 831408
Little2@aol/com 

Bledington Toddler Group
Nicki 01608 658137
Mon 10-11.30am

Bumps, Babes & Beyond
Mondays 10-12 at Oddington Village Hall 
Emma 07866 205774

Condicote Playgroup & Toddlers
Leader Jo Abrahams 07796 987176

Childline 0800 11 11

Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111

Moreton Hospital (Minor Injury Unit)
01608 812 608 – 8am-8pm
Xray opening times – Mon-Fri 9.12am-12.45pm
and Mon and Wed 1.45pm-4.15pm

N Cotswold Neighbourhood Watch
Non-Emergency 0845 090 1234
www.northcotswoldsnw.co.uk

N Cotswold Athena Network
Reg Dir Nicola Menage 0845 833 9733
www.theathenanetwork.com

Stow Business Association
Mark Vance 01451 830344
Jenni Turner 07789 175 002
www.stowonthewold.net

WiRE (Women in Rural Enterprise) Network       
N Cotswolds: Emma Heathcote-James
www.wireuk.org/networks 
01386 831 379/07977 226 025

YHA Stow on the Wold
Robert Williams (Mgr) 01451 830497
stow@yha.org.uk/www.yha.org.uk

Clubs

Sports & Outdoor

Music

Arts & Crafts

Local Authorities

Community Groups

Charities

Children & Youngsters

Key Information

Business Associations & Groups

Local Clubs, Societies, Associations & Charities

Clubs listings
If your club, association or group should be
listed here please let us know the relevant
information and we can add the details to this
list. The Listing is free of charge.

If the details listed for your club, association
or group are not up-to-date or need
amending, let us know the relevant
information and we can make changes.

Please note: There is a separate listing for
Moreton in Marsh clubs, associations & groups
in Moreton Times. 
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Stow Times & Moreton Times are building a new

Local Business Directory
We hope to make it the most comprehensive Business Directory in the area, bringing local businesses’
details together in a format that will ensure they are clearly presented, easily found, and at a price
that makes sense. Entries will be for a calendar year (content can be changed within the year) and
priced per business.
It is straight forward and simple – 

2 lines (approx 10-15 words) £70 for a year – in black, greys & white
3 line Box (approx 10-20 words) £140 for a year – in black, greys & white
4 line Box (approx 10-25 words) £180 for a year – in black, greys & white
Business card sized Box £280 for a year – in colour

FOR INFORMATION or TO BOOK YOUR ENTRY
Call 07789 175 002 or Email: stow-times@dial.pipex.com

or moreton-times@dial.pipex.com

Tell Stow Times & we’ll tell the
WHOLE COMMUNITY!

Tell local people  ALL about your business – the Who, What, Where and How to contact you !  The most
dangerous time for a business in a small community is when the Locals dont know about you or arent sure
if you're there!

Now is the time to put your business into every house in the community, from Adlestrop to Bourton on the
Hill, Condicote to Fullbrook, Naunton to the Wolfords, through Blockley, Wyck Rissington and the Swells.
Our deliveres visit them all.

WE DELIVER TO APPROXIMATELY 6,000 LETTERBOXES and reach
22,000 readers – IF YOUR ADVERTISEMENT CATCHES THE EYES
OF JUST 1%, THAT IS 220 PEOPLE.

Carrying local news and advertising Stow Times and its twin Moreton Times are established as important
means of sharing information around the community. With delivery during the first week of the month.

The copy dates are our next editions is April 16th
but don’t leave it that late. 

Get your message onto the pages of Stow Times & Moreton Times. As community publications Stow Times &
Moreton Times are produced and distributed almost entirely by volunteers.

ACACIA Bed & Breakfast
New Road, Moreton, GL56 0AS Tel 01608 650130.

BERNIE’S ALTERATIONS – 35 yrs experience 
Tel 01451 833831 or 07768 305427

Sewing Classes – £7 per Night Class
Or day classes see: www.sewing-tuition.co.uk
Ring Sue on 01608 644877
Or We Can Sew Things For You !

PHYSIOTHERAPY – Orthopaedic & sports injury specialists.
MCSP HPC Reg. Spinal & joint pain. Acupuncture.
Bourton-on-the-Water. 01451 822660

LEARN TO SPEAK GERMAN: Language Training/
Translation Service Tel 01608 686352 
E-mail: c.neiss@btinternet.com

COTSWOLD MARQUEES LTD
Tel 01608 686900 
www.cotswoldmarquees.co.uk

TOP MARQUEES – Marqees & Tents for all events
01608 658890/ 07788 553311
www.topmarquees-cotswolds.co.uk

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL Domestic & Commercial
Tel 01608 652563/07900 558727

MARK JAMES PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES
Tel 01698 650040/07900 558727

Dovedale Services – Mowing/Landscaping/Decorating
Mark Penfold 01386 700165/07811 217043

M.H TAXIS – your Local Taxi Service
Tel 0777 993 9415 www.mhtaxis.com

NORTHWICK PRIVATE HIRE
John Whateley 01386 701806/07855 824 788

TREE TOPS GUEST HOUSE (Liz & Brian Dean)
Secluded B&B; 5 mins from train station & Moreton town centre

LONDON ROAD, MORETON IN MARSH 01608 651036

Chiropody

DEREK BROOKES MSSCh,MBCPA,HPCReg
For all your foot health needs. 01451 822540

Clothes & Curtain/Alterations

Accommodation

Florist

ALLIUM FLORIST www.alliumflorist.co.uk
The Florist for all occasions

12 Old Market Way, Moreton. Tel 01608 650630

Health & Fitness

Windows & Glazing

Language Training

Marquees

SHAPES & SIZES; Yew Box & Holly for Topiary and Hedges;
Standard Old Fashioned Apples/Fruit Trees

Tel J D O Leigh on 01608 650991

Nursery & Plant Growers

Pest Control Services

Property & Garden Services

Taxi/Private Hire

COTSWOLD MOBILE VALETING (est 1996)
High Quality interior & exterior valeting service

Tel: Dan on 07770 357739

Valeting

COTSWOLD CASEMENT COMPANY
Bespoke Windows & Glazing Specialists, Cotswold Business

Village, London Road, Moreton GL56 0JQ 
Tel 01608 650568

Local Business Directory
Stow Times & Moreton Times new BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

Advertise your business here
Business card sized box – £280 for a year in colour

Remember Stow Times & Moreton Times are delivered to
approximately 6,000 homes and businesses in the two market towns.

For information or to book your entry call 07789 175 002
stow-times@dial.pipex.com or moreton-times@dial.pipex.com

community
- notice -

PLEASE TRY TO USE YOUR LOCAL
SERVICES WHERE POSSIBLE.

In these challenging economic

times, by spending money locally

we can help to keep jobs in

our community secure.

local shops
& tradesmen
Use them or lose them!

PLEASE TRY TO USE YOUR LOCAL
SERVICES WHERE POSSIBLE.

Spending money locally
helps keep local jobs secure,

and ensures that our
community is alive & well.

FOR INFORMATION or TO BOOK YOUR ENTRY
07789 175 002 email: stow-times@dial.pipex.com

or see the website www.stowtimes.co.uk

4 Sheep St, Stow on the Wold
GL54 1JW

01451 832277
www.stowroses.co.uk

Passion in every petal

Stow Roses – The Flower Shop
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CompuLight
YOUR LOCAL

electrical, lighting &
computer accessories shop

Extensive range of products
including lampshades, Roberts radios,

electronic components & cables
and much more...

25a High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh

tel: 01608 652980

• Telephones & Accessories

• Ipod/Wii Accessories

• Computer Peripherals

• Aerials and Batteries

• Audio and Video Leads

• Large Range of Xmas Lights

• Computer Repairs

• Mobile Phone Accessories

BT phones
new range now in stock

Vacuum Cleaner
Bags from £3.99

Printer
Cartridges

wide range always in stock

01608 654080 THAI RESTAURANT & COFFEE SHOP
3 Oxford Street, Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 0LA www.siamcottage.net

Easter Weekend
Bookings now taken

atSiam Cottage
£7.99

per person

Thai Buffet
EAT AS MUCH
AS YOU LIKE

£9.95
WED: 6pm - 9.30pm

SUN: 12 noon - 930pm

TRADITIONAL
ENGLISHCarvery

EAT AS MUCH
AS YOU LIKE

£7.99
WED: 6pm - 8pm

SUN: 12 noon - 3pm

Thai Buffet &Carvery
N O W  A V A I L A B L E

WEDNESDAYS & SUNDAYS

BOOKING
ESSENTIAL

SERVING TIME
12 NOON - 4PM

ONLY
£1.00
PER
PINT

WED
&

SUN

THEE SQUARE,, STOW-ON-THE-WOLDD GL544 1BQQ 014511 870934

rejuvenating
drinking in the atmosphere at

wines

lightt lunches

greatt beers

tastyy suppers

cappuccino

tea

deliciouss cakes

AFTER SALES SERVICE AND PARTS AVAILABLE
HOME DELIVERY SERVICE FOR APPLIANCES & PARTS

Order your parts by telephone and have them
delivered to your home the next day!

THE TRADER
Tel: 01608 652901

1 OXFORD STREET, MORETON-IN-MARSH

WE SERVICE & REPAIR
COMPUTERS!NEW

REPAIR SERVICE
- FOR ALL APPLIANCES -
From Vacuum’s to Washing Machines etc

NO JOB TOO SMALL

April Credit Crunch Shop Floor Specials

For more great offers see in store!
* P I C T U R E S  F O R  I L L U S T R AT I O N  O N LY.  S U B J E C T  T O  S T O C K  AVA I L A B I L I T Y

Cookers
FROM
ONLY

£160

Chest Freezers
FROM
ONLY

£133
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